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The steadfastness of the
Egyptian people in Port Said

against aggression 1956

Dr. Ahmed Ibrahim Abdel Rahman Helali
Researcher at the Center of Contemporary Egyptian History

National Library and Archives - Egypt
Abstract

The war, known as(Suez War of 1956), did not began
with the commencement of military operations of the
international coalition forces (Tripartite Aggression)
(England-France-Israel), on October 29, 1956, only, but it
began months earlier. And, the beginnings have been
graduated even reached a point of clash on the day of
military operations. And so, the battle in fact was not timed
by 10 days which ranged intensity between light skirmishes,
and fierce battles (29 October-7 November), but actually
continued to after months, but by different ways what
preceded the appearance of aggression.

Occupation of Port Said was the third phase of the
aggression, where the aggressors wanted to take a
bridgehead of their brutal attack on Egypt. It was necessary
for British and French fleet to descend its troops in the city
to be reassured that it had paralyzed all means of defense; so
the process began by sending huge regiments of aircraft to
bombard the city; as well as they set up afence around it to
prevent arrival of supplies.
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But, as Port Said overwhelmed challenges, natural and
human difficulties it faced before and after the city's
emergence in the 1860s, its peopl€'s struggle continued until
it ended up to appear on the world stage as an important
international city in the mid-20th century;where Port Said
has been able in 1956, to shake up the entity of England and
France, and to knock down the invaders.

In his paper, the researcher seeks to focus on an
important dimension, no less important than the history of
military operation of the Tripartite Aggression "as awhole",
which is a history of communities and peoples in face of
brutal forces in arich historical era, represented by city of
Port Said and the Egyptian people in the honorable; which
proves a correct understanding of the comprehensive
historical facts, totality of general history, and humanitarian
process itself, by the manner in which we emphasize that
history of Egypt is not only which is between its
geographical borders estimated about 1 million km2.
Egypt's National Security is not only linked only to those
borders, and if aPharaonic Egypt, Islamic Egypt, and Egypt
of Mohammed Ali, had realized this, we and Arab nation
must realize it beforeit istoo late.
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(2) L. Cleveland, William& Bunton, Martin: A History of the Modern
East, 4™ Ed., Westview Press, U.S.A., 2009, p. 309.
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(3)CAB/129/62: Egypt: Defence negotiations; Memorandum by Joint
Parliamentary Under—Secretary of State, Foreign Office, C. (53) 249,
8" Sep., 1953, pp. 1-3; CAB/ 129/65: Egypt: Memorandum by the
Lord Chancellor, C. (54) 45, 9" Feb., 1954, p. 4.
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(5) F.O. 407/233: Conversation between the Secretary of State and
the Egyptian Ambassador on October 26, 1954, Sir Anthony Eden to
Sir Ralph Stevenson (Cairo), JE 1192/706, No. 41, 26 Oct., 1954,
pp. 106-107, FO. 407/233: Final stages of the negotiations and
Egyptian reactions to the Anglo—-Egyptian Agreement on the Suez
Canal Area singes in Cairo On October 19, 1954, Mr. R. Murray to
Sir Anthony Eden, JE 1192/716, No. 42, November 1, 1954, p.
107-110.
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(6)F.O. 407/233: Publicity in the event of an Anglo-Egyptian
Agreement, P 1048/2, No. 31, July 22, 1954, p. 83; F.O. 407/233:
Withdrawal of British Officials from the Sudan, P 1013/17G, No. 32,
July 22, 1954, p. 84; Ben-Zvi, Abraham: Decade of transition:
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and the origins of the American-Israeli
Alliance, Columbia University Press, New York, 1998, p. 50.
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- CAB/129/59: Egypt: The Alternatives; Memorandum by the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, C. (53) 65, 16" Feb., 1953, p.
2; CAB/129/65: The Legal position in Egypt; Note by the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs, C. (54) 11, 12" Jan., 1954, p. 1.
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— Goordon, Joel: Nasser's blessed movement; Egypt's Free Officers
and the July Revolution, Oxford University Press, 1992, p. 26.
(15)F.O. 407/230: Anglo— Egyptian relations, Sir R. Stevenson to
Mr. Morrison, JE 11910/126, No. 34, pp. 78-81.
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(16)Goordon, Joel: Op. Cit., p. 158.
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- F.O. 487/5: Anglo—Egyptian relations, Sir R. Stevenson to Mr.
Morrison, JE 11910/126, No. 20, 13" Oct., 1951, pp. 29-31; F.O.
487/5: Proposed Middle East Command, Mr. Chapman-Andrews to
Mr. Eden, E 1192/330, No. 30, 21" Nov., 1951, p. 40.
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(19)F.O. 487/5: Egypt and the Middle East Defence System, Sir R.
Stevenson to Mr. Morrison, JE 11910/109, No. 21, 15™ October,
1951, pp- 31-32.
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(20)F.O. 407/232: State of feeling in Egypt towards the British, Sir.
R. Stevenson to Sir W. Churchill, JE 1015/81, No. 23, June 1,
1953, pp. 41-42; CAB/129/65: The Legal position in Egypt; Op,
Cit., p. 2.
(21)CAB/129/62: Egypt: Review of the situation in the Canal Zone;
Note by the of the Cabinet, C. (53) 246, 4™ Sep., 1954, pp. 1-3;
F.O. 407/230: Canal Zone situation, Mr. Morrison to Sir O. Franks
(Washington), JE 10110/35, No. 37, Telegraphic, 16™ Oct., 1951,
pp. 85-86.
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(22)F.O. 407/230: Situation in Egypt, Sir R. Stevenson to Mr.

Morrison, JE 10110/ 88, No. 38, Telegraphic, 26" Oct., 1951, pp.
86-88.
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- CAB/129/60: Egypt: Incidents in the Canal Zone; Note by the
Minister of State, C. (53) 148, 16" May, 1953, pp. 1-2.
(23)F.0. 407/230: Situation in the Canal Zone, 1%-16™ Nov., 1951,
JE 10110/ 112, No. 43, Telegraphic, 16" Nov., 1951, pp. 95-96.
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(25)F.O. 487/6: Anglo-Egyptian problems, Mr. Eden to Sir R.
Stevenson (Cairo), JE 1024/3G, No. 18, 31st October, 1952, pp.
36-38.
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(28)F.O. 407/231: Her Majesty's Government's message to General
Neguib, Mr. Eden to Mr. Creswell (Cairo), Telegram No. 1158, Je
1018/229, No. 48, 24" July, 1952, p. 96.
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(35)CAB/129/66: Egypt: Defence negotiations; Memorandum by the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, C. (54) 99, 13" March., 1954,
pp. 1-3; CAB/129/69: Egypt: Defence negotiations; Memorandum
by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, C. (54) 248, 23rd July,
1954, pp. 1-2; FO. 407/233: Report on the initialing of the heads of
agreement regarding the future of the Suez Canal Base, Sir Ralph
Stevenson to Mr. Eden, JE 1192/258, No. 34, July 29, 1954, pp.
86-91.
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CAB/129/65:Anglo—-Egyptian negotiations— American request for
text; Memorandum by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, C.
(54) 14 (Revise), 12" Jan., 1954, pp. 1-6; CAB/129/70: Anglo-
Egyptian Negotiations; Memorandum by the Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, C. (54) 299, 28" Sep., 1954, pp. 1-3.
(37)F.O. 407/235: Evacuation celebrations in Egypt; Visit of M.
Shepflov for occasion, Sir Humphrey Trevelyan to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd,

JE 1025/10, June 28, 1956, pp. 75-76; F.O. 407/235: Evacuation
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celebrations in Egypt, Sir Humphrey Trevelyan to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd,
JE 1197/89, June 29, 1956, p. 77; The Times: June 19, 1956.
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(39)F.0.407/234: Soviet arms for Egypt, Sir Humphry Trevelyan to
Mr. Macmillan, JE 1194/161, No. 14, Telegraphic, September 26,

1955, p. 58.
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(40)FO. 407/234: Conversation in New York between the Secretary
of State and Mr. Fawzi on September 30, 1955, Mr. Macmillan to Sir
Humphrey Trevelyan (Cairo), JE 1057/12, No. 15, September 30,
1955, pp. 62-63; L. Cleveland, William& Bunton, Martin: Op. Cit., p.
310.
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(45)Ben-Z2vi, Abraham: Op. Cit., p. 36.

(46)CAB/129/78: Aswan High Dam; Note by the Chancellor of the

Exchequer, C. (55) 168, 1st Nov., 1955, pp. 1-5.
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(47)F.O. 407/235: First Suez Cana; Conference held in London,
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August 15-24, 1956, from Foreign Office to Addis Ababa and certain
other parts, JE 14211/194A, Telegraphic, August 2, 1956, p. 149.
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(49)CAB/129/82: Egypt: Memorandum by the Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, C.P. (56) 184, 20 July, 1956, p. 3.
(50)FO. 407/234: Egyptian-Czech Arms Deal, Sir Humphrey
Trevelyan to Mr. Macmillan, JE 1194/368, No. 17, October 24,
1955, pp- 67-69.
(51)F.O. 492/10: The Course of events in the Middle East leading
up to the Israeli attack on Egypt of October 29, 1956, as seen from
Israel, Sir John Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, VR 1091/992, No. 26,
November 21, 1956, p. 81.
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F.O. 492/10: Israel's attack on Egyptian territory, No. 22, Mr.
Selwyn Lloyd to Mr. Coulson (Washington), No. 5, Telegraphic,
October 30, 1956, pp. 70-71; FO. 492/10: Israel's attack on
Egyptian territory, No. 22, Sir. John Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd,
No. 7, Telegraphic, October 30, 1956, p. 72; Theodore Draper:
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Israel and World Politics (Roots of The Third Arab — Israeli War),
London, 1968, pp. 18-19.
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(56)FO. 495/9: French relations with Israel, Mr. Nicholls to Sir
Antony Eden, VR 10317/1, No. 3, February 22, 1955, pp. 9-11.
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(57)Ben-Z2vi, Abraham: Op. Cit., p. 43.
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F.O. 407/234: Egyptian-Czech Arms Deal, Op. Cit., pp. 67-69;

F.O. 487/10: Anglo-American policy in the Middle East, P
10133/3G, No. 5, Feb., 23, 1956, p. 14.
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F.O. 487/9: Iraqi-Turkish Pact, Sir Michael Wright to Sir Anthony
Eden, V 1073/338, No. 6, Telegraphic, Feb., 25, 1955, pp. 13-15;
F.O. 407/235: Record of conversation between the Secretary of
State and Colonel Nasser on March 1, 1956: Anglo Egyptian
relations, JE 1051/6, No. 5, pp. 25-26. F.O. 487/10: Op. Cit., p.
15.
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(65)F.0O. 487/10: Op. Cit., p. 14.
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(66)F.O. 407/235: Egypt's Arab Alliances, Sir Humphrey Trevelyan
to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, JE 1922/1, No. 20, July 3, 1956, pp. 83-84;
F.O. 487/10: Op. Cit., p. 16; Ben-Zvi, Abraham: Op. Cit., p. 36.
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(67)F.0. 492/10: The Course of events in the Middle East leading
up to the Israeli attack on Egypt of October 29, Op. Cit., pp. 81-82.
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— Fraser, T. G.: The Arab-lIsraeli conflict, 2nd Ed., Palgrave,
New York, 2004, p. 67.
(76)F.O. 492/10: The Course of events in the Middle East leading
up to the Israeli attack on Egypt of October 29, 1956, Op. Cit., p.
81; Fraser, T. G.: Op. Cit., p. 64.
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(77)FO. 492/10: Israel's attack on Egyptian territory, No. 22, Mr.
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Selwyn Lloyd to Sir. John Nicholls (Tel Aviv), No. 6, Telegraphic,
October 30, 1956, pp. 71-72; F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Israeli
invasion of Sinai, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd to Sir Humphrey Trevelyan
(Cairo), Telegraphic, VR 1091/400, No. 43 (3), Oct., 30, 1956, p.
481.
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(78)F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Israeli invasion of Sinai, Sir Pierson
Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/440, No. 43 (6),
October 30, p. 487.
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(80)F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Israeli invasion of Sinai, Sir John
Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1091/397, No. 43 (2),
October 29, 1956, p. 479. Fraser, T. G.: Op. Cit., p. 67.
(81)F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Israeli invasion of Sinai, Sir Pierson
Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/440, No. 43 (6),
Op. Cit., p. 487; FO. 492/10: lIsrael's attack on Egyptian territory,
No. 22, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd to Sir. John Nicholls (Tel Aviv), Op. Cit.,
pp. 71-72; F.O. 492/10: An Account of the Israeli Campaign in
Sinai, and connected events, October 29— November 7, Sir John
Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, VR 1091/1044, No. 28, December 13,
1956, p. 87.
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(85)The New York Times: Aug., 27, 1956; Bickerton, lan J.: The
Arab-Israeli Conflict: A History, Reaktion Books, London, 2009, pp.

102-103.
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F.O. 492/10: Israel's attack on Egyptian territory, No. 22, Sir. John
Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, No. 7, Telegraphic, October 30, 1956,

§ (Y+1A J) 01318 ) s pdally (uald) 33l 3ale
1




B Gaaiae aalyl sl
p. 72; F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Israeli invasion of Sinai, Sir John
Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1091/380, No. 43 (1),
October 29, 1956, p. 477.
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(93)F.0. 492/10: The Course of events in the Middle East leading
up to the Israeli attack on Egypt of October 29, 1956, Op. Cit., p.
83.
(94)F.O. 492/10: Israel's attack on Egyptian territory, No. 22, Mr.
Selwyn Lloyd to Sir. John Nicholls (Tel Aviv), Op. Cit., pp. 71-72;
F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: lIsraeli invasion of Sinai, Mr. Selwyn
Lloyd to Sir Humphrey Trevelyan (Cairo), Telegraphic, VR 1091/400,
No. 43 (3), Op. Cit., p. 481.
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(95)F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the Security
Council and the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn
Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/438, No. 45 (1), October 30, p. 493.
(96)F.O. 492/10: An Account of the Israeli Campaign in Sinai, and
connected events, October 29— November 7, Op. Cit., p. 88; F.O.
407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the Security Council
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and the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd,

Telegraphic, VR 1074/441, No. 45 (2), October 30, p. 495.
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- F.O. 492/10: Chinese reactions to Middle East situation, Mr.
O'Neill to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, VR 1091/964, No. 25, November 9,
1956, p. 79.
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F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the Security
Council and the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn
Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/457, No. 45 (4), October 31, 1956, p.
493.
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(108)Theodore Draper: Op. Cit., pp. 18-19.
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(116)F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Egypt breaks off diplomatic

relations with Her Majesty's Government and Swiss Government

takeover protection of British interests in Egypt, Sir Humphrey

Trevelyan to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, JE 1053/92, No. 44 (1),
November 1, 1956, p. 489.
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(117)F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the
Security Council and the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr.
Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/612, No. 45 (15), November 7,
1956, p. 523.
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F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the Security
Council and the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn
Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/463, No. 45 (5), Nov., 1, 1956, p. 501;
F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the Security

Council and the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn

Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/472, No. 45 (6), November 1, 1956,
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pp. 503-504; F.O. 492/10: Chinese reactions to Middle East
situation, Op. Cit., p. 77.
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(125)F.O. 407/236: Egyptian abrogation of the 1954 Suez Base

Agreement, JE 1191/1, No. 1, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn

Lloyd, January 4, 1957, p. 1.
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- The New York Times: Nov., 3, 1956.
(136)F.O. 492/10: An Account of the Israeli Campaign in Sinai, and
connected events, October 29— November 7, Op. Cit., p. 89.
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(137)Suez Crisis: Emergency meetings of the Security Council and
the General Assembly, Sir Pierson Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd,
Telegraphic, VR 1074/494, No. 45 (10), November 4, 1956, p. 512.
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)V £Y(F.O. 407/236: Egyptian abrogation of the 1954 Suez Base

Agreement, Op. Cit., p. 1; Diehl, Paul F.: Paths to peacebuilding:

The Transformation of peace operations, (In): Mason, T. David&

Meernik, James D.: Conflict Privation and Peacebuilding in Post-War
societies; Sustaining the peace, Routledge, London, 2006, p. 116.
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F.O. 492/10: The Effect of the Sinai Campaign on Israel's

economy, Sir John Nicholls to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, VR 1115/3, No. 27,

November 29, 1956, p. 85; Ben-2Zvi, Abraham: Op. Cit., p. 42.
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— L. Cleveland, William& Bunton, Martin: Op. Cit., p. 312;
Bickerton, lan J.: Op. Cit., p. 103.
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(175)F.O. 407/236: The United Nations Emergency Force and
functions, Foreign Office to certain of Her Majesty's Representatives,
January 7, 1957, p. 12; F.O. 407/235: Suez Crisis: Emergency
meetings of the Security Council and the General Assembly,
Telegraphic, VR 1074/494, No. 45 (10), Op. Cit., p. 512.
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(180) F.O. 407/236: The United Nations Emergency Force and
functions, Op. Cit., p.12.
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(181)F.O. 492/11: Israeli views on the question of free access to the
Gulf of Agaba and of the Gaza Strip, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd to Sir John
Nicholls (Tel Aviv), VR 1081/ 268, No. 5, February 26, 1957, pp.
13-14.
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(189)F.O. 492/10: An Account of the Israeli Campaign in Sinai, and

connected events, October 29— November 7, Op. Cit., p. 90; F.O.

407/236: Egyptian abrogation of the 1954 Suez Base Agreement,
Op. Cit., p. 1.
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(198) F.O. 492/10: The Effect of the Sinai Campaign on lIsrael's
economy, Op. Cit., p. 85.
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(204)F.O. 407/235: Foreign Office to certain of Her Majesty's
Representatives, No. 45 (18), November 11, 1956, p. 531.
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(210)F.O. 407/235: United Nations Emergency Forces, Sir Pierson
Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/47, No. 48 (5),

November 20, 1956, p. 563.
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(214) F.O. 407/235: United Nations Emergency Force, Sir Pierson
Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, Telegraphic, VR 1074/12, No. 48 (1),
November 18, 1956, p. 523.
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(215)F.0.  407/235: Damage to the Suez Canal: Note
Communicated to Her Majesty's Government by the Royal Danish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, JE 14217/43G, No. 46, November 12,
1956, p. 533.
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(245)F.O. 492/10: An Account of the Israeli Campaign in Sinai, and
connected events, October 29— November 7, Op. Cit., p. 90.
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to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, JE 1074/276, No. 55 (8), December 18, 1956,
p. 609.
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of State and Mr. Dulles on Monday, Dec., 10, 1956, in Paris, JE
1094/363G, No. 47 (6), p- 549.
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F.O. 407/235: Record of conversation between the Secretary of
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State and Colonel Nasser on March 1, 1956: Anglo Egyptian

relations, JE 1051/6, No. 5, p. 26. F.O. 407/235: Egyptian

Propaganda, Sir Humphrey Trevelyan to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, JE
1682/3, No. 6, March 8, 1956, pp. 29-31.
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F.O. 407/236: Withdrawal of Israeli forces from Sinai, Sir Pierson

Dixon to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd, VR 1081/5, No. 8 (1), January 4, 1957,

pp. 40-41.
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