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Arab Muslim scholars spent many years in the service of science and knowledge out
of love of science or to get to know the unknown through exploration as a motivation
and instinct to understand everything that surrounds them. Therefore, trade was the
profession of most prominent figures of Islamic Arab geographers. Th is was a
fundamental factor in the development and advancement of knowledge during the
middle ages and the periods that followed. They recorded a great heritage until the
transfer of the geographical schools towards Damascus. There was the most famous
scholars, including the subject of our research, the Sheikh of the Damascene, Al-
Demashqi. Such return of the research to the past indicates that there is an effort
devoted in scientific papers that followed a valuable approach. This should be
adopted as features through which comparisons and approximations could be
conducted with modern texts.

As the past represents an ancient geography, the importance of such writings lies
in identifying the most prominent aspects of natural geography during those periods,
especially the water side, the backbone of life. In addition, Al-Demashqi was able to
give a map of the distribution of rivers in the world in an easy and simple manner
and according to a regional and descriptive approach .

Key words: rivers - Al-Demashqi - Nokhbat Al-Dahr fi Aja'ib Al-Bar wa Al-baher
- geographical ideology.
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