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Techniques of the Short Story in the Works of Bahraini Author
:Abdullah Khalifa
(Space in the Collection Soiree as a Case Study)

Prof. Dr. Sabah Abdulreda Esyoud
University of Basrah / College of Education, Qurna
E-mail: sabah.Albasher@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract:

The narrative techniques in the short story collection Soiree by Bahraini
author Abdullah Khalifa revolve around several key elements, with perhaps the
most prominent being the representation of space—specifically the village, the
sea, and the prison. These spaces play a significant role in many of the stories, as
recurring and symbolically layered settings throughout the collection. The
author’s engagement with these spaces is deeply personal, drawing from his
childhood experiences in the village where he spent his formative years during
the 1950s and 1960s. Through skilled artistic expression, Khalifa conveys these
settings with mastery, aligning himself with other literary figures whose stories
and novels reflect the lived experiences of their authors or are nourished by them.
Having lived in the village, witnessed the life of the sea, and endured a lengthy
imprisonment of more than six years, Khalifa's personal experiences become
recurring motifs in several of the stories included in this collection. These
experiences not only inform his descriptions of specific places but also extend
into his exploration of political concerns, which he attempts to embody
throughout the narrative.

Keywords: Abdullah Khalifa, Space, Soiree, Village, Sea, Prison.
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