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Interacting and reading the text Absent in the Bed of the Stranger by poet Mahmoud
Darwish.

T.M.Dr. Raeda Ali Ahmad Assi. Lebanese University, Faculty of Arts, Department of Arabic,
Literary, criticism, She is a Lebanese writer and critic. She is the author of many Language
books, articles and critical study.

Raida.ali.ahmad@gmail.com

Research Summary

Intertextuality and the reading of the text Absent constitute a sensual image that generates
meaning and dwells in it to become a single and indissociable fabric radiating aesthetic and
semantic values. The image creates a special context that is not entrusted to us. The poet’s
experience, his ability to evoke the Absent text, and to transmit it in space and time.

Mahmoud Darwish expressed the existential human experience in his poetry in general, and in
particular in the Bed of the Strange. He was able to summon the mythical symbols, ancient
civilizational history, and Arab and Western cultural heritage to move within the general text and
form a new text with a new look, deepening the function of the poetic text’s semantics and its
aesthetic value. It enriches the poetic experience and gives it a general human dimension.

The poet summoned the symbolic myth and the culture heritage from ancient civilizations and
employed it in his text and analyzed it. It became a new text with different contents establishing
the context of the meaning he wanted.

Key words: intertextuality, Absent-text reading, mythical symbolic figures, ancient civilizations,
aesthetic and sematic values, poetic experience.
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