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Receiving One Thousand and One Nights by critic Mohsen Jassim
Al-Moussawi

Prof. Dr. Salam Hadeed Risan
University of Basrah / College of Arts
E-mail: salam.risan@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract:

This research attempts to study the reception of One Thousand and One
Nights in contemporary lraqi criticism, according to one of the figures of this
criticism, who is the well-known Iragi academic researcher, Professor Dr.
Mohsen Jassim Al-Musawi. His many and varied studies on the One Thousand
and One Nights are considered among the most important and solid research
studies. Which combined: theory and practice, between heritage and modernity,
and between Orientalism and Occidentalism, in addition to its contrast to the
huge amount presented by critics. Al-Musawi's critical achievement was
distinguished by the quality of his products as well as the quantity, in addition to
the precise scientific method that addresses the topics and phenomena of
criticism selected with focused care. Al-Mousawi’s critical experience in reading
the nights made him the owner of a distinguished and continuous project at the
same time. This is because the uniqueness of Tales of the Nights and its
international fame made it a text that can respond to different analysis
approaches, including: narrative, cultural, structural, psychological, historical,
social, and others. These approaches dealt with the Nights texts - in particular -
with many concepts and procedures, which explains the secret of creativity in
this text and its immortality. The research concluded that Dr. Mohsen Jassim Al-
Moussawi provided a qualitative reading of the Nights, and was thus able to
reveal the secret of creativity in them, and their role in enriching literary

traditions in general.

Key words : Reception, One Thousand and One Nights, Contemporary lraqi
Criticism, Mohsen Jassim Al-Mousawi.
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