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Abstract 
The oil and energy sector is the cornerstone of the Iraqi 

economy, yet it faces numerous challenges under the current laws 
and regulations. This study addresses the "Legislative and Legal 
Mechanisms for the Development of the Oil and Energy Sector in 
Iraq – A Case Study of Basra Governorate," given the importance 
of this subject in light of the vital role the oil and energy sector 
plays for Iraq, particularly in the Basra region. 

The central problem of this study lies in identifying the 
appropriate legislative and legal mechanisms for developing the 
oil and energy sector in Iraq in general and in Basra specifically. 
This includes revitalizing the sector, overcoming the obstacles it 
faces, and encouraging investment in it. 

The study aims to analyze the current legislative and legal 
framework governing the oil and energy sector in Iraq, including 
relevant laws and regulations, government policies, and strategies 
concerning this sector. It also evaluates the efficiency of this 
framework and its alignment with international developments 
and standards. 

The study is divided into three main chapters: the first 
addresses the current state of the oil and energy sector in Iraq and 
Basra, the second focuses on the current legislative and legal 
framework for the oil and energy sector in Iraq, and the third is 
dedicated to proposing mechanisms for developing the oil and 
energy sector in Iraq and Basra. 

The study concludes with several findings, most notably that 
one of the major challenges facing the oil and energy sector in Iraq 
is the inadequacy of the current legislative and legal framework. 
The existing laws and regulations are outdated and not conducive 
to attracting foreign investments and partnerships with the 
private sector. The study recommends a comprehensive reform of 
the legislative and legal framework governing the oil and energy 
sector in Iraq, alongside adopting more sustainable and 
environmentally friendly policies and practices in the sector. 
Keywords: Oil, Gas, Energy, Legislation, Investment, Basra 
Governorate. 
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