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The field of Oriental languages in Orientalist academies
A critical reading of the reality of knowledge and learning
Assist Lecturer Hind Kamel Khudair
Thi-Qar Education Directorate
E-mail: hindkamel742@gmail.com

Abstract:

The images of Orientalism have often circulated and are well-known in the academic
field, and the translation of the term has become associated with scientific rigor stemming
from research corridors and academic tools. The field of Orientalism carries a significant
semantic and epistemological weight that deserves attention and consideration.

Since Orientalism is a trend that carries a culture of difference, it is certain that in this
difference, the other is formed in relation to the self or the ego. It is a culture and a
tangible phenomenon evidenced by many characteristics within the culture itself, most
notably language, beliefs, and a significant body of knowledge and aesthetic literature.
Therefore, difference is essential for the existence of culture. From this perspective, the
other/the orientalist, as a culture, cannot be isolated from its larger context, which
encompasses and refers to an interconnected network of practices and institutions active
within a particular culture. The duality of "culture and the other" is one of the most
important systematic tools that occupy the realm of cultural criticism, as it embodies the
connection and reaffirms the relationship between the writer and their era.

Language is considered the first of the three pillars and one of them in the context of
Orientalist movement (language, geography, religion). It is the primary source of
knowledge for any exploratory mission into different cultures. Moreover, it serves as the
academic compass through which the Orientalist entered the world of the East. Perhaps
the field of language and academic study is the most effective means, indeed, it is faster
than any other path the Orientalist might take, such as trade, investment, or political
employment, among others.

The efforts of the early Orientalists - as the initial approach for every subsequent
Orientalist - were crowned with academic success. Their interest in learning Eastern
languages, particularly Arabic, was undoubtedly pursued in a purely academic manner,
starting with the establishment of language chairs and institutes for teaching and learning,
followed by the founding of universities under the title of Oriental studies. In addition,
there were student missions to the worlds of the East, which allowed their academic
eloquence to fill critical papers, alongside their visions and interpretations. They also
developed structural and deconstructive methodologies for discourse, culminating in the
establishment of Orientalist schools that focused on Eastern knowledge in general. Thus,
there were French, Russian, American, German, and Dutch schools, among others. And
others. Accordingly, the research will focus on one of the two experiences that scholars
have given significant importance in Oriental studies: one being the French school and the
other being the German school, particularly in terms of their intellectual interest in
Eastern languages. Some Orientalists from both schools have taken the overt aspect—
using Edward Said's expression—especially in modern Oriental studies. Some have shifted
away from the official Oriental discourse to scientific inquiry that has achieved originality
and objectivity in its propositions regarding the Eastern aspect.

Key words : Orientalism, language, objectivity, science.
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