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Abstract The Director of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Achim Steins, points out the poor state

of the environment in light of economic and technological progress, saying: “Our environmental indicators show that our
progress today comes at the expense of our children. Climate change, the decline of biodiversity, and the depletion of land
and freshwater resources pose serious risks to the human race, requiring an immediate and radical transformation in patterns
of production and consumption.” This proves the importance of providing the necessary protection for the environment,
and the principle of sustainable development is one of the most important principles that provide protection for the
environment. The concept of development emerged after World War Il and the Third World societies gained their political
independence when the major capitalist countries began to promote the traditional development thought that emphasizes
that the suffering of the Third World countries from poverty and ignorance is a result of their backwardness, not their
colonization for many years, and then that thought put forward the concept of development as a tool to overcome the state
of backwardness and catch up with the developed countries, therefore the concept of development was limited throughout
the last century to the economic concept, as it was expected that this would have its effects, whether positive or negative,
and in the midst of the huge population increase that accompanied the rapid technological development, governed by the
desire for steady economic growth. As for the legal concept of sustainable development, it means: meeting the needs of the
present in terms of using natural resources and obtaining health and educational services and job opportunities and
combating poverty and unemployment and achieving economic well-being, and taking into account the needs of future
generations from these resources and needs.
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