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Deviation towards Memory:
A Critical Reading in the Poetry of Mahdi Muhammad Ali

Prof.Dr: dhyaa althamry
University of Basrah/ College of arts
E-mail:d.dhyaa@gmail.com

Abstract:

There are several entrances for studying the poetry of Mahdi Muhammad
Ali; they cannot be reduced to a paper or a book because his poetry is based on
the tone of pain, loss and sadness. He relies on memory to recover what he lost,
but in a poetic way. This memory with its referrals and references became a
prominent feature in his poetry. Most importantly, he writes poetry that shocks
the reader simply with its language, transparency, and deep themes. This
reading is a critical perception of the most prominent theme in his poetry; I
mean memory and retrieval of the absent. By analyzing a number of his texts,
we found that the act of memory is often directed to the homeland. Therefore,
the poetic image was retrospective, intense or fragmented. This marked the
poet’s texts as being short.
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