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The Seer and the Text
A critical approach to the collection (Lost in Five Miles) by the
short story writer Hassan Al-Salman

Assist.prof. Dr: Ali Hasan Hthelee
University of Maysan / College of Basic Education
E-mail:abualgassimali67 @gmail.com

Abstract:

“Lost in Five Miles” is a collection of short stories by the storyteller and poet
Hassan Al-Salman, which includes eleven short stories. It won first place in the Iraqi
Creativity Award Competition - 2023. Hence its importance, which reflects the
uniqueness of “Salman” among short story writers, which is not very concerned with the
techniques of modernity and beyond. Rather, “Salman” writes in a narrative style that
will take us back. If it were not for the miracles and oddities that he inserts here and
there, he succeeds in some of them, and misses the mark in others. What is beautiful is
that these miracles will be accompanied by an intertextuality of a new kind, in which
Al-Salman deliberately intends, consciously, to overlap with one of the great creative
texts, whether narrative or poetry, to show the other side of it is by overturning the
dualism on which it is based, or filling the gaps it left with miracles of a different kind.
Our study is similar to tourism, because it wants to pass through some of the stories of
the group, after finding that others do not deserve passing, but it will add to the tourist’s
mission another task related to the archaeologist, which is an archaeological excavation
mission, searching the lower layers of the text, and not being satisfied with its surfaces,
starting from From an approach to reading, he sees that the text is what suggests the
method of receiving it, meaning that there is no method prior to the text, but rather the
method stems from the text and returns to it, and perhaps it does not return, because
reading may suggest another path for itself, adjacent to the text, and not lost in it. The
question is: What will the tourist or archaeologist find in the texts of the lost collection?
This is what the study is trying to answer, by reading the texts, especially since analysis
as a reading of the form, and interpretation as a reading of the content, will be present.
As for interpretation, it is the goal of prudent reading. How could it not be, when the
“Salman” texts are a creative mosaic, in which the author, society, history, culture,
anthropology of primitive man, and his open texts to life are all present.

Key words: the realistic, the miraculous, intertextuality, interpretation, the seer and the
thief, barbarian trees.
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