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Burying the dead at the time of epidemics from the era
of the message until the year 334 AH / 945AD

Assist. Prof. Dr. Nidal Muhammad Qambar
Lect. Dr. Thekra Awad Yaser Al-Ameri

College of Education for Human Sciences /University of Basrah

Abstract

The Islamic state was exposed through its different eras, from the era of
the message until the fall of the Abbasid state at the hands of the Mongols in the
year (656 AH / 1258 AD) and in various places for a number of diseases and
epidemics. Its negative effects on the Islamic community at that time varied, and
historical sources reflected that disparity, while some of them shed light on the
effects. Health, another showed the economic crises that accompanied it, while
others gave a comprehensive view of their effects in various aspects, especially
their economic, health and social effects.

The study period extends from the Islamic era until the end of the Islamic
state. As for the geography of research, its borders extend from the Islamic East
to the Islamic Maghreb and even the countries of Andalusia.

The research presented the methods and methods by which the dead were
buried during the epidemic periods, with an examination of the causes of these
epidemics, and preceded by definitions of some terms related to the study such as
grave, burial, washing, shrouding, and epidemics.

As for the most important findings of the research, they were produced at
the conclusion of the research, and among those important results is the
relationship of the economic factor closely to the health worker, as historical
examples and evidence have shown that most famines come after the epidemic or
accompanying it, as malnutrition exposes the person to health risk.

Among the results that came out of the study also that the methods of
burial and shrouding were carried out according to the crisis and spread of the
epidemic, such as burying a number of the dead in one grave, and because of our
betrayal of the spread of epidemics and the large number of deaths, people are
forced to block entire homes in which their owners died as a result of disease.

Key words: burial, the dead, pestilence, plague, air
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