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Schools in Damascus through a book “al-Mugqtafa ala kitab al-
Rawdatayn” by al-Birzali (739 H/1339 A.D)
Researcher: Hessa Kaddour Ali Al-Shehhi

Mr. Dr. Muhammad Abdullah Al-Qadat
University of Sharjah - Department of History and Islamic Civilization

Abstract
The study aims to explore the schools in Damascus through the book

"Al-Mugtafi Fi Tarikh al-Rawdatayn" by the historian and scholar Al-Adib
Al-Qasim bin Yusuf Al-Barzali (d. 739 AH/1339 CE) and highlight their
role in enriching the scientific movement in the Levant and the Islamic
world at that time. The study also aims to identify the main sciences taught
in these schools, the most prominent scholars and sheikhs who taught there,
their founders and benefactors, the buildings they contained, the nature of
the students, their admission requirements, and the academic degrees they
received upon completing their studies. Furthermore, the study presents a
comprehensive analysis of these schools, the changes that occurred in them,
and their religious and cultural diversity, and their role in promoting mutual
understanding among Islamic sects.

The study reveals that the schools in Damascus were characterized by
cultural diversity and plurality, with schools dedicated to followers of
different sects, although the majority were followers of the Shafi'i school,
which was the predominant sect in Damascus at that time. This diversity
contributed to enriching cultural and religious dialogue and promoting
mutual understanding among different cultures. Additionally, the schools
played an effective role in fostering the scientific movement in the Islamic
world by offering a variety of sciences and hosting renowned scholars who
taught there.

Moreover, the schools in Damascus were present in social occasions,
holding funeral services for prominent scholars and teachers, and
participating in some military efforts, utilizing their rooftops and walls for
launching arrows to defend against attacks on Damascus, such as the events
of (699 AH/1299 CE) .
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