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Abstract

Paperclip Project was established in 1945, Paperclip was initially conceived
as a short-term military operation to develop technology against Japan. The Nazis
specialists were to remain in military custody for the duration of their
employment, Paperclip’s evolution into a long-term displacement program in
early 1946 challenged this consensus. Incentivized by rising tensions with the
Soviet Union, the War Department preferred not only to overcome the obstacles
of the State Department but pressured to get American citizens to the Nazis
specialists. In late 1946 the State Department granted the Joint Chiefs of Staff
authority to authorize visas, and in late 1947 they granted the Military and Justice
Department full authority to determine the security risk posed by specialists. In
1948, the tensions escalated in the world, especially in Europe, the US
Department of Defense accelerated its activities into Paperclip and increased
transfer of scientists until 1952, which was considered a tipping point towards a
new stage of American scientific transfer.
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