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Austro-Hungarian policy towards Albania 1878-1908 and the
international attitudes towards it
Assist Prof Dr.Yousef Taha Hussein
University of Mayssan - College of Education
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General directorate of Basrah Education

Abstract:
This research deals with the role of Austria during the period 1878-

1908, which witnessed many events, especially in the Balkans in general,
and Albania in particular. The bilateral kingdom (Austria-Hungary)
wanted to maintain the status quo in Albania and increase its influence in
the event of the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. Especially there was
competition for Austria-Hungary from the Italian Kingdom, and Tsarist
Russia, whose policy was two-faced: the first, official, and centered on an
understanding with Austria on the unification of the Balkans. Therefore,
Austria-Hungary was afraid of a Slavic revolution in its kingdom and
thus the country that would collapse after the Ottoman Empire, so it
worked to strengthen its regional security by controlling the surrounding
areas, including Albania, which by controlling Durres and Vloré could
enjoy freedom of action in the Adriatic Sea, especially the northern part
to be besieged by it. Moreover, Albania is a non-Slavic country, so it can
be used as a line of defense against Slavism.

Keywords: Albania, Austria-Hungary, the Balkans, Italy, Russia,
Kosovo, Berlin Conference 1878.
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