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The Reckoning Scene of the Dead in Ani's Papyrus :
An Analytical Study

Asst. Prof. Dr. Fatin Muwafaq F. Al-Shaker
Al-Hamdaniya University- College of Education

Abstract

Death is one of the basic elements of the ancient Egypt civilization. It
Is the main incentive to build huge buildings and beautiful tombs. The
afterlife is, also, one of the main elements of the Egyptian thoughts in
relation to death where he wants to join immortal life of the gods as a result
of their cosmological view. They saw the universe, gods and human all as
representing cosmic unit controlled by Ma'at. So, the ancient Egyptian had
to prove his adherence with Ma'at laws.

The funeral literature (represented in Ani papyrus) that the deceased
must ask gods for help and enter the judgment court of gods to prove his
qualification to be re-joined with the gods by balancing his heart with the
Ma'at feather (justice). The Ani papyrus provides us with a full dramatic
scene represents the trial of Ani's heart and his calling to his heart and the
(Ka) to help him in this hard position. Finally, Thoth declares the judgment
then Horas guides the deceased to Osiris throne as a qualified Akh to travel
to be re-joined to the Sun god in his boat.as a result, the dead persons could
complete his cosmic cycle through his return to the Sun god. So, this is the
central role of the judgment scene to prove the dead person to be god.
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