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Priestly medicine and its relationship to the city of Eridu and the god Anki
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University of Basra - College of Arts

Abstract

Medical is one of the sciences in which the inhabitants of Mesopotamia
excelled. The cuneiform Akkadian and Assyrian texts reflect the great
development that the tow Ancient races reached in the Medical field. The Medical
treatments at the beginning were not devoid of magic, spells and incantations and
that is because the inhabitants of Ancient Iraq believed that the course of disease
was the evil spirits that were shed by the gods because they committed sins, which
provoked the wrath of the gods. therefor the healing of these diseases was done by
special priests called In the mame of the Ashibo (Asipu) who exorcise evil spirits
from the patient's body with the help of a group of the gods, and in their forefront
was the God Anki, the God the city of Eridu, who was called (the master of spells)
and this type of medicine was known as priestly medicine, which was associated
with the city of Eridu and its God, the God Anki the God of medicine, who was
created from its water is the most important amulet to expel evil spirits .
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