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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This research aims to investigate the direct and indirect links between
the character of Antara bin Shadad in his local Sirat and other characters
belonging to myths and stories of ancient mythology. It also captures the nature of
the influence expressed through these characters towards forming the image of
Antara according to folklore and the collective memory of the peoples who live in
the Arabic region, which is contained in folk Sirats in general and Antara’s Sirats

in particular.
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Methods: We followed the comparative methodology with the descriptive and
based on the cultural context in revealing the similarities analytical Method
between what was mentioned in the folk Sirat of Antara and the ancient
mythological stories.

Results: The research found that the formation of Antara ibn Shaddad’s character
in his folk Sirat, which was written during the Fatimid era, derives its structure
from the collective memory of Arab society, influenced by the mythological stories
of ancient civilizations, whether in the Arab region or other areas.

Conclusions: The research concludes that the great similarity between the journey
of Antara within his folk Sirat and the journeys of the heroes from Mesopotamian
and Greek mythology shows us how the axis of that Sirat and its knight were built,
which is thus separated from the personality of the well-known pre-Islamic poet
through his transformation into a legendary element in this type of literature.
Keywords: collective memory, The folk Sirat, legend, mythology, mythological
manifestation.
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