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  ملخص

ييدف البحث الى تقري الاخطاء المرتكبة مؼ قبل متعممي المغة الانكميزية مؼ العراقييؼ في      
المدتؽى الجامعي وتحديد المذاكل التي تؽاجييػ في استخدام المقاطع المنبرة عند كمتا المدتؽييؼ 

قييؼ يؽاجيؽا مذاكل التمييزي والانتاجي ، ويفترض البحث بأن مععػ المتعمميؼ لمغة الانكميزية مؼ العرا
في تمييز وانتاج المقاطع المنبرة داخل الكممات التي تحتؽي عمى اكثر مؼ مقطعييؼ .عمى ضؽء ىذه 
الفرضيات تػ تحديد وتطبيق اختبار تجريبي عمى عينة مكؽنة مؼ خمدة وعذريؼ طالباً مؼ المرحمة 

تائج بأن مععػ المتعمميؼ لمغة الانكميزية واظيرت الن الرابعة قدػ المغة الانكميزية مؼ الجامعة العراقية .
مؼ العراقييؼ يؽاجو مذاكل في تمييز وانتاج المقاطع المنبرة ، فالندبة الاعمى مؼ اجؽبتيػ ىي غير 

%( ندبة اجؽبتيػ غير الرحيحة في مدتؽى التمييز 26,44%( مقابل )65و  65صحيحة وبندبة )
 ػ تحديدىا وتحميميا وتػ وضع الاستنتاجات عمى ضؽئيا، وان اخطاء الطمبة وكذلغ اسبابيا المحتممة ت

Abstract 

The study aims at investigation the errors made by the Iraqi Learners of 

English at the University level and identifying  the difficulties which they face 

in using stressed syllables at both levels of recognition and production. It is 

hypothesized that most of Iraqi Learners of English are expected to face 

difficulty in recognizing and producing stressed syllables within words of 

more than two syllables. On the basis of these hypotheses, a diagnostic test 

was designed and applied to a sample of twenty-five students of the fourth 

year, Department of English, University of Al- Iraqia . The results show that 

most Iraqi Learners of English face difficulties in recognizing and producing 

stressed syllables as the highest rate of their responses is incorrect(.65.85). 

The results also show that learners face more difficulties at the production 

level as the rate of their incorrect responses is (.65.85) against (%.5555) for 

their incorrect responses at the recognition level; The subjects' errors as well 

as the portable causes were identified and analyzed and accordingly 

conclusions were drawn. 

Introduction 

Although it may be somehow easy to recognize a syllable, it is difficult to 

define it in absolute terms. Linguists do not agree on a particular definition of 

a syllable. Meanwhile, most native speakers of English have an instinctive 

feeling for the nature of syllables. In English, syllables can be formed either 

solely by a vowel or a diphthong, or by a vowel or a diphthong preceded and 

or followed by one or more consonants.   Syllables consist maximally of an 

onset, a nucleus, and a coda. Phonetically, the syllable consists of center 

which has little or no obstruction to air flow and which sounds comparatively 

loud before and after this center, the beginning and the end of the syllable 

(Roach, 8866: 805). Phonologically the syllable consists of the onset and the 
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core, the core in turn consists of the peak and coda. Syllables are classified 

into open and closed. Open syllables end in a vowel, e.g., CV, while a closed 

syllable is arrested by a consonant, e.g., CVC. Thus, a CV syllable has a core 

with V peak and C coda (Hyman, 889.: 866). 

The traditional physical definition of the syllable says that syllables come 

about when air leaves the lungs in little puffs rather than a continuous stream, 

which is also known as the chest- pulse theory of the syllable and it represents 

an explanation of the way the syllable is intuitively sensed by speakers of all 

languages (Ibid; 868). 

Ladefoged(889.: 588) points out that one needs to account for the words in 

which there is agreement on the number of syllables, and also to explain why 

there is disagreement on some other words in order to find an adequate 

definition of the syllable. This can be achieved by defining the syllable in 

terms of the inherent sonority of the sound. There are few cases where people 

disagree on how many syllables there are in a word in English. Some of these 

cases of disagreement are the result of dialect differences in the way that 

particular words are spoken. People may not differ in the pronunciation of 

words but in their estimation. This can be seen in several groups of words, for 

example, the words communism , mysticism may be said to have three or four 

syllables depending on whether the final /m/ is considered to be syllabic. 

In another group words contain high front vowels followed by/l/. for 

example, meal, seal, reel will be said to contain two syllables or they may be 

considered to have one. The third group contains words in which may not be 

syllabic, for example, some people consider hire, fire, hour to have two 

syllables where as others do not (lbid: 586). 

How to break a word into syllables is clearly language dependent. There 

is only one general statement which could be taken into consideration that is 

every syllable has a peak. This has an indication to the way English syllables 

are formed. English syllables are formed rather by a single vowel or 

diphthong or by combining a vowel or diphthong with one or more 

consonants)ibid: 588). The different English syllable types can be seen in the 

following table. 

Syllable type Orthographic Transcription Phonetic Transcription 

Simple   

V 

CV 

VC 

CVC 

A 

the 

eat 

sit 

/∂ / or /^/ 

/ ð∂/ 

/i: t/ 

/sit/ 

Complex   

CCV 

VCC 

CCVC 

Tree 

east 

stood 

/tri: 

/i:st/ 

/stud/ 



  
  

 2/ 33العدد            مجلة الجامعة العراقية

       
539 

      An Assessment of Iraqi EFL Learner's Ability…. 
CCCVC 

CCCVCC 

CCCVCCC 

CVCC 

CCVCC 

CVCCC 

CCCV 

VCCC 

street 

streets 

strengths 

sips 

treats 

depths 

screw 

asks 

/stri:t/ 

/stri:ts/ 

/streӨs/ 

/sips/ 

/tri:ts/ 

/depӨs/ 

/skru:/ 

/asks/ 

After Singh and Singh(889:880) 

Syllabification 
Syllabification, as a term, is used to refer to the division of a word into 

syllables(Hartmann and strock, 8898: 48%; Crystal, 8886:494). Depending on 

this, notion, words can be classified into monosyllabic and polysyllabic 

words. Monosyllabic words refer to those words which contain only one 

syllable, whereas polysyllabic words refer to those words which contain more 

than one syllable. Crystal (lbid) mentions that the syllabification of a word 

such as "nevertheless" can be represented by a good dictionary as a word of 

four syllables "ne-ver-the- less" such a kind of division may occur in writing 

by using hyphenation, and it may occur in speaking as well. O'Connor and 

trim (8894: 5.9) provide examples wherein the syllable division is often 

indicated, the word anger /  æŋ∂ / is a disyllabic word, since it has two nuclei: 

the /æ/ and the /∂/ vowels. The syllable division can be placed between /ŋ/ and 

the /g/ consonants. It is important to state why such a division is adopted 

rather than another. In fact, the /  ŋ g/ sequence is permitted neither initially 

not finally. Another example, which is provided by O'connor and trim (ibid), 

is anxious /æŋkʃ/ and the /kʃ/ are not permitted to occur initially. It is the 

frequency of occurrence of different types of syllable finals and initials that 

can help recognizing the appropriate discussion of syllabifying words. 

Gimson (8894:800) believes that stress plays the most important role 

specifting the syllable division, a matter which is explicit in a name / ∂ neim/ 

and an aim / æn eim/ . Gimson (ibid) maintains that although native speakers 

may well find no difficulty in dividing words into syllables, it seems that 

learners of English have trouble in doing so. It is believed that there are 

certain difficulties encountered by Iraqi learners of English at the university 

level concerning the syllabification and the stress marking of English 

polysyllabic words. 

English stress pattern 
       Stress placement has an essential and extra- ordinary role in the 

pronunciation of words. According to Roach (8888: 804) and Iones (8889: 

848) just like many other languages, English syllables, are either stressed or 
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unstressed. When a syllable is said to be stressed this means that the syllable 

has been uttered with more muscular effort, increased air pressure, and greater 

amplitude of vibration (Gimson, 8868: 5.). Roach(8888: 68) distinguishes 

four different kinds of phonetic prominence(8) prominence of pitch,(5) 

prominence of duration,(4) prominence of vowel quality,(%) prominence of 

loudness. English stress, is of two types, primary and secondary. The former 

is marked with stress mark(8) before the syllable, and the latter is marked (8) 

before the syllable. In monosyllabic words, there can be only one stressed 

syllable which is a primary stress. The location of primary stress in disyllabic, 

trisyllabic or polysyllabic syllables varies from one word to another. 

Gormbaum(888: %88). Believes that it is not easy task to establish rules. That 

determine where to place the primary and the secondary stress, such rules are 

extremely complex and admit numerous exceptions. For example. 
 Examples Gloss 

Disyllabic words /   ٰ Piktʃ∂/ 

/bi    ٰ haind / 

Picture 

behind 

Trisyllabic words       /   ٰ  p∂fiktli/ 

/ k∂mp  ٰ  li:tli 

Perfectly 

Completely 

Polysyllabic words / f∂    ٰ togr∂fi / 

/ fout∂  ٰ  grafik  

Photography 

photographic 

      In English, stress syllables tend to occur at regular intervals and 

unstressed syllables in between are reduced and given less time. The vowels 

in unstressed syllables are systematically reduced, English speakers will not 

try to control the position of the tongue body during the vowel of an 

unstressed syllables. Instead the tongue body will reach whatever points is 

convenient in getting from the preceding consonant to the following 

consonant, and the average position reached is mid- central schwa / ∂/ . The 

tendency to reduce and run together all unstressed syllables is one of the 

characteristics which make spoken English very difficult for foreign students 

and failing to reduce unstressed vowels is one of the major contributions to an 

accent in non- native speaker of English. This because the differences 

between stressed and unstressed syllables are more extreme in English than in 

most languages (paulston and bruder, 8898: 85). 

Finocchiro (8868: 56) points out that in speaking English, speakers try to 

maintain the same time between one stressed syllable and the next stressed 

syllable in the utterance. In order to maintain the rhythm, we say the 

unstressed syllables faster. This is done by crowding the unstressed syllables 
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to gather and by pronouncing all or most of the unstressed vowels as / ∂ / or 

not pronouncing them at all. That's why people may say the sentence:  

What are you going to do? as: 

/   ٰ  w∂ t ∂   ٰ  you   ٰ  gouing t∂   ٰ  du: / 

The researcher thinks that the real problem encountered by most Iraqi learners 

of English is their failure to specifiy and phoduce stressed syllables and 

pleace rgeir stress mark correctly so; the learners of English may tend to 

stress every syllable without determing which 
syllable of a word should be stressed thinking that by doing so they are 

pronouncing a given English word or utterance properly. For example, the 

word listen has primary stress falling on the first syllable / 
8
li-/ and the stress 

pattern of this word is /
8
lisn/ or / 

8
lis∂n/. this word is syllabified into two 

syllables /  
8
li/ and / - s∂ n/. On the other hand, it is expected that many 

learners of English may attempt to stress the final syllable of the English word 

listen. The learners are expected to pronounce the word listen as / li
8
s∂n /. 

The researcher also thinks that the number of syllables in a given word 

are expected to cause a great degree of difficulty learners to Iraqi of English. 

This difficulty is determinate by the length of syllables. For example, the 

word vocabulary / v∂kæbjul∂ri/ Has a primary stress falling on the second 

syllable /- 
8
kæbjil∂ri/. This word is syllabified into five syllables. In this 

respect, the researcher thinks that most learners of English haven't the ability 

to pronounce the stressed syllables in words which consist of more than two 

syllables. For this reason, the word vocabulary may be pronounced and 

syllabified by most learners improperly because most learners are misled by 

the length and syllables. 

Speakers of a language know which syllable receives primary stress, 

which receives secondary stress, and which are not stressed at all (Fromkin 

and Rodman, 8864: 88). But according to learners there is no simple way of 

knowing which syllable or syllables in an English word must be stressed. 

Every time one learns a new word, one must be sure to learn how it is stressed 

(O'connor, 8860: 88). The placement of word stress is of special difficulty for 

foreign learners. It is difficult for them to select the syllable or syllables to be 

stressed in an English word (Roach, 8866: 88). 

Several objectives are to be fulfilled in the present study. One of these 

objectives is to investing the difficulties faced by Iraqi EFL College students 

as they attempt to make use of stressed syllables at both levels of recognition 

and production. Another objective is to check whether or not Iraqi EFL 

College students can stress syllables within polysyllabic words. 

According to his experience as a teacher, the researcher thinks that there 

are many factors which provide the speaker with information that could help 

in the placement of stress. Roach (8866: 98) and Hyman (889.: 50.) 

illustrate the grammatical factors whether the word is morphologically simple 
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or complex and the grammatical category to which the word belongs (noun, 

verb, adjective, adverb, … etc). The phonological factors also illustrated, such 

as the number of the syllables in the word and the phonological structure of 

those syllables. 

For example, light syllables in which the core consists of a short vowel cannot 

be stressed, stress in this case must pass to the neighboring syllable. Heavy 

Syllables, on the other hand, have cores which consist of either V. VV. VC or 

combination of those, these syllables can be stressed (Hyman , 889.: 50.). 

Stress of  English polysyllabic Words 
 English polysyllabic words can be syllabified depending on the number 

of syllables, which can be recognized mainly by specifying number of the 

vowel phonemes. Polysyllabic words include words ranging between two and 

eight syllables. In addition to that monosyllabic words are usually stressed. 

Such words can be single stems followed by inflectional suffixes that end 

these words (Roach, 4222, 42). Roach (8655: 45) provides some useful 

pieces of information concerning the placement of stress within English 

words. 

1. Two syllable words 

In two syllable words either the first syllable or the second is stressed. In 

two syllable verbs the second syllable is stressed if it contains a long vowel or 

diphthong, or if it ends with more than one consonant, and the first syllable is 

stressed if the final syllable contains a short vowel and one or no final 

consonant e.g. 

Apply / l∂    ٰ plai /    ٰ  

Arrive /∂   ٰ  raiv/ 

Enter /   ٰ  ent∂ 

Open /   ٰ  ∂up∂n/ 

    Two syllable simple adjectives are stressed according to the same rules 

used for stressing two syllables verbs e. g. 

Correct / k∂    ٰ rekt / 
  ٰ  

Alive /∂   ٰ  laiv/ 

Hollow /   ٰ  hol∂u/ 

    Nouns of two syllables are stressed in the following way: if the second 

syllable contains a short vowel, the stress will usually come on the first 

syllable. Otherwise it will be on the second syllable e. g.  

Money /    ٰ m ni /    ٰ  
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Product /   ٰ  prod kt/ 

Two syllable adverbs and prepositions behave like verb and adjectives: 

4. Three syllable words: 

If the last syllable in three syllable verbs contains a short vowel and 

ends with no more than one consonants, stress will be placed on the 

penultimate syllable (lbid: 84) . e. g, 

Encounter / Iŋ
8
kaunt∂/ 

Determine / di
8
t∂imin / 

In three syllable nouns if the final syllable contains a short vowel or / 

∂u/ it is unstressed; if the syllable preceding this final syllable contains a long 

vowel or diphthong, or if it ends with more than one consonant, that middle 

syllable will be stressed e. g, 

Potato / p
8
∂teit∂aunt/ 

Disaster / di
8
z∂a: st∂ / 

If the final syllable contains a short vowel and middle syllable contains 

a short vowel and ends with no more than one consonant, both the final and 

middle syllables are unstressed and the first syllable is stressed  (lbid: 45) e. g. 

Quantity / 
8
kwont∂ti/ 

Custody / l  ٰ  k st∂di / 

Three syllable adjectives are stressed by the same rule used for stressing three 

syllable nouns e. g,  

Opportune / 
8
op∂tjuin /  

Derelict / 
8
derilikt / 

3. Affix words are words made with affixes, which are either suffixes or 

prefixes. The different types of suffixes behave differently. Some suffixes 

carry the primary stress themselves. If the stem consists of more than one 

syllable, there will be a secondary stress on one syllable of the stems except 

the last syllable of the stem(Roach, 8655: 58). e. g, 

  

Ain  Entertain / ent∂
8
tein / 

Ette  Cigarette / singr
8
et / 

Another type of suffixes does not affect stress placement at all e. g., 

Comfort  Comfortable 

/ 
8
k m f t /  / 

8
k mf bl/ 

refuse  Refusal 



  
  

 2/ 33العدد            مجلة الجامعة العراقية

       
594 

      An Assessment of Iraqi EFL Learner's Ability…. 
/ ri

8
fju: z /  / ri

8
 fu:zl / 

A third type of suffixes influences stress in the stem, primary stress will 

be on the last syllable of the stem e. g., 

advantage  Advantageous 

/ d
8
vaintid /  / ædv  n

8
teid   s 

/photo/  /Photography/  

/ 
8
f ut u /  / f 8

togr fi / 

Stress in words with prefixes is governed by the same rule as those for 

words without prefixes, since there is no prefix of one or two syllables that 

always carries primary stress (bid: 54). 

4. Stress in Compound Words 

Compound words are words made up of two words written in 

conventional spelling as one with or without hyphen, they can also referred to 

as words composed of separable root morphemes (Iones: 8896:5.9). 

Rules for stress in compound words are given by Rogerson and 

Gilbert(8880: 54): 

If the compound is a noun, stress goes on the first part. e. g., green 

house/ 
8
gri:n haus/. 

If the compound is an adjective, stress goes on the second part. e.g.,  

bad- tempered bæd- 
8
temp∂d / 

old- fashioned Ould-
8 

fæʃ∂nd 

The significance of the present study lies in the fact that the 

investigation of the difficulty concern the recognition and production of 

English stressed syllables may offer an insight to those who consider them a 

problem. Moreover, the findings of this study will be of great importance for 

instructors and syllabus designers in particular when developing teaching 

materials. The present study exclusively deals with the recognition and 

production of English stressed syllables. 

 In the light of the literature and the problem and objectives of the study, it 

is hypothesized that: 

8- Most of Iraqi foreign language learners are expected to find difficulty in 

producing stressed syllables within words of more than two syllables. 

5- Most of Iraqi foreign language learners are expected to find difficulty in 

recognizing stressed syllables within words of moer than two syllables. 

The Test 
Introduction 

Since the main objective of this study is to check whether or not Iraqi 

EFL college students can produce stressed syllables within polysyllabic 

words. There should be a practical investigation that reveals the difficulties 
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and identifies' them, therefore, it was found necessary for the researcher to 

assess the learners actual pronunciation of the English stressed syllables in the 

form of diagnostic test that seeks to find out the difficult spots. In addition to 

this, the researcher feels that it turns essential for the test to assess the stress 

patterns of one to five syllable words, thus , other syllables words were 

excluded because they are quite rare, unfamiliar and not included in the tastes' 

book. 

Description of the Test  

The aims of the test are diagnostic, that is to diagnose the individuals', 

specific strengths and weakness. The kind of procedure used in the test is 

known as highly structured speaking tasks which consist of several parts, each 

designed to elicit a different kind of speech samples. A test consists of two 

questions was prepared to be administrated fourth year students. Department 

of English, College of Arts, university of Al-Iraqia. 

Question one comprises .0 items. It covers the production level of the test 

and is divided into five groups. Two syllable words, there syllable words., 

four syllable words and five syllable words The subjects', pronunciation was 

recorded while reading the test items. The subjects', placement of stress on 

stressed syllables was examined. Stress placement was noticed during the 

subjects, production of the stressed syllables and their production is compared 

with that of the researcher himself (semi-native speaker) . Question two 

comprises .0 items. It covers the recognition level of the test in which the 

subjects were asked to place stress mark correctly before the stressed 

syllables. Moreover, the test items used in the recognition test were written 

down and transcribed into its phonetic representation on separate sheet of 

paper by the researcher. 

The subjects 

The subjects who took part in the test were (5.). They were randomly 

chosen from fourth year students of English at the College of Arts, University 

of Al- Iraqia. They were all native speakers of Iraqi Arabic, living either in 

Baghdad or in other cities in Iraq. They were between (58-5.)Years old. Non 

of them had ever been in an English speaking country or even had the chance 

to be taught by native speakers of English. With respect to their first and 

second years of their education. So, they supposed to be acquainted with 

certain phonetic and phonological concepts such as the syllables, stress and 

the like. 

The Administration of the Test. 

The test is designed to measure the students' production and recognition 

of the stressed syllables. In order to ensure the validity, the test items were 

examined by a number of experts who are known as having profound 

knowledge in this area. After checking validity, the test is administered in the 

language laboratory of English Department, College of Arts, university of Al- 
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Iraqia at the end of the second half of the Academic year 5084. The students' 

production of each item was recorded individually. The test items used in the 

recognition test were written down on separate sheets of paper. The subjects 

had to put stress make before the stressed syllables. The period of the time 

allotted to the performance of the two questions of the test was limited to two 

hours. They was given serial and instructed to mention their members before 

starting to read. Moreover, they were asked to act serious and do their best in 

order to gain adequate results.  

The Scoring Scheme 
The researcher scored the subjects' test items on the right- wrong basis. 

Each correct one was given two marks and incorrect one was given a zero. 

The entire test had been scored out of (800). The researcher used the 

following statistical means. 

1- Percentage method was used to find out the percentage of errors. 

2- The mean measure was used to find out the differences between the 

frequencies of errors on production and recognition levels. 

The Results of the Test 

This section presents and discusses the subjects, answers when 

recognizing and producing stressed syllables were categorized and their 

percentages were computed. The results were analyzed to determine the 

possible sources of the subjects' errors in order to get some insights into the 

nature of the difficulties they usually encounter in this area. After analyzing 

the subjects performance, the final results were used to verify or refute the 

hypotheses put forward. 

The results of the study (tableI) below, show that the ability to produce 

stressed syllable is unsatisfactory and that they face certain difficulties when 

producing them. 

Table(I) The Overall Results of the First Quest. The 

Production Test 

Item Correct Percent % Errors Percent % 

8 46 98 85 5% 

5 %0 60 80 50 

4 48 95 8% 56 

% %5 6% 6 88 
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. %0 60 80 50 

8 4% 96 88 45 

9 40 80 50 %0 

6 45 8% 86 48 

8 48 95 8% 56 

80 %0 60 80 50 

88 86 58 45 8% 

85 88 45 4% 86 

84 50 %0 40 80 

8% 8% 56 48 95 

8. 50 %0 40 80 

88 86 48 45 8% 

89 5% %6 58 .5 

86 50 %0 40 80 

88 86 48 45 8% 

50 88 45 4% 86 

58 8% 56 48 95 
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55 88 45 4% 86 

54 86 48 45 8% 

5% 88 45 4% 86 

5. 86 48 45 8% 

58 8% 56 48 95 

59 55 %% 56 .8 

56 50 %0 40 80 

58 88 45 4% 86 

40 86 48 45 8% 

48 88 45 4% 86 

45 86 48 45 8% 

44 85 5% 46 98 

4% 8% 56 48 95 

4. 88 45 4% 86 

48 88 45 4% 86 

49 50 %0 40 80 

46 86 48 45 8% 
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48 86 48 45 8% 

%0 88 45 4% 86 

%8 86 48 45 8% 

%5 8% 56 48 95 

%4 80 50 %0 60 

%% 85 5% 46 98 

%. 8% 56 48 95 

%8 88 45 4% 86 

%9 86 48 45 8% 

%6 86 48 45 8% 

%8 88 45 4% 86 

.0 8% 56 48 95 

 8048 %85%% 8%8% .65.8 

 
The overall results of the study, as shown in table(I) indicate that the 

total number of errors made by the subjects are (.65.8). Table (I) displays that 

the subjects were unsuccessful in producing stressed syllables within 

polysyllabic words correctly. Actually, none of the subjects could score 

within or above the average. Rather all of them scored below the average. The 

overall results of the study clearly show that the subjects were successful in 

producing stressed syllables within monosyllabic words. The production test 

was divided into five groups. Each group comprised ten words. The first 

group involves a list of one syllable word. The second group in valves a list of 

two syllable words. The third group involves a list of three syllable words. 
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The fourth group involves a list of four syllable words. All those groups were 

tabulated in table(5). 

Table(3) 

production Test 
 Grou

p  

One  Grou

p 

Two  Grou

p 

three  Grou

p 

four  Grou

p 

fiv

e 

item
 

Corre

ct 

Answ

ers 

 

Incorr

ect 

Answ

ers 

Item
 

Corr

ect 

Answ

ers 

Incor

rect 

Answ

ers 

item
 

Corr

ect 

Answ

ers 

 

Corr

ect 

Answ

ers 

 
item

 

Corr

ect 

Answ

ers 

 

Corr

ect 

Answ

ers 

 

item
 

Corr

ect 

Answ

ers 

 

Co

rre

ct 

An

sw

ers 

 

8 46 85 8

8 

86 45 5

8 

8% 48 4

8 

88 4% %

8 

86 45 

5 %0 80 8

5 

88 4% 5

5 

88 4% 4

5 

86 45 %

5 

8% 48 

4 48 8% 8

4 

50 40 5

4 

86 45 4

4 

85 46 %

4 

80 %0 

4 48 8% 8

4 

50 40 5

4 

86 45 4

4 

85 46 %

4 

80 %0 

% %5 6 8

% 

8% 48 5

% 

88 4% 4

% 

8% 48 %

% 

85 48 

. %0 80 8

. 

50 40 5

. 

86 45 4

. 

88 4% %

. 

8% 48 

8 4% 88 8

8 

86 45 5

8 

8% 48 4

8 

88 4% %

8 

88 4% 

9 40 50 8

9 

5% 58 5

9 

55 56 4

9 

50 40 %

9 

86 45 

6 45 86 8

6 

50 40 5

6 

50 40 4

6 

86 45 %

6 

86 45 

8 48 8% 8

8 

86 45 5

8 

88 4% 4

8 

86 45 %

8 

88 4% 

8

0 

%0 80 5

0 

88 4% 4

0 

86 45 %

0 

88 4% .

0 

8% 48 

 486 845  86% 488  895 456  88% 448    

 8%595 .556  .548 8558%  8566 84585  85.8 845%%    

     The analysis of the results obtained from the production test would reveal 

whether or not there was significant differences in the subject's performance. 

The production test is divided into two parts: the first part involves a list of 

individual words which represent the overall results (see table one), whereas 

the second part represents the five groups of the production test (see table 

two).The first part of the production test reveals that the subjects 

performances in producing stressed syllables within polysyllabic words are 
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unsatisfactory since the total number of errors made by the subjects is (8%8%, 

.65.85) as shown in (table one).This indicates that the subjects face more                  

difficulty in producing stressed syllables. In general, the subjects who make 

errors tend to give the same prominence to every syllable thinking that by 

doing so they are pronouncing a given stressed syllable correctly. For 

example, most subjects pronounce the stressed syllable within the following 

polysyllabic words picture /pi
8
ktʃ∂/, incorrect /in

8
k∂rekt/ majority 

/m∂dӠor∂
8
ti/, Solidarity /

8
Solid∂eriti/, apply /∂p

8
lai/, forget /

8
f∂get/ instead 

of /
8
Piktʃ∂/, /ink∂

8
rekt/, /m∂

8
dӠor∂ti/, /soli

8
dæriti/, /∂

8
plai/, /f∂

8
get/ 

respectively. (See appendix I) The high percentage of the subjects' incorrect 

responses in producing stressed syllables means that Iraqi learners of English 

encounter difficulty in mastering English stressed syllables. Moreover, the 

researcher thinks that errors may be referred to insufficient sophisticated 

teachers whose improper pronunciation influences the subjects' performance. 

The second part of the production test shows that the difficulty in producing 

stressed syllables increases as the number of syllables in a given word 

increases. This difficulty is determined by the length of syllables. It seems 

clear that the group of five syllable words is the most difficult one. This can 

be realized from examining the results found in (table two). The total number 

of errors made by the subjects in using five syllable words which is (4.5, 

8%565) suggests the subjects' poor performance in this respect. Table two 

reveals that the comparison between the results of group (I) with those of 

other groups was a significant differences in terms of the subjects' production 

performances. This can be noticed from examining the results found in table 

(5). It appears that there was a wide gap between the subjects' production. For 

example, in the first group the subjects managed to score (845) incorrect 

answers and the same subjects scored (488, 456, 448 and 4.5) incorrect 

answers in other groups of polysyllabic words respectively. The mean score 

of group (I) was (.5565) while the mean score of other groups was (8558%5), 

(845855), (845%%5) and (8%565) respectively. The reason behind fluctuation of 

errors in this respect may be related to the complexity of the number of 

syllables within polysyllabic words for the subjects. It is obvious from the 

total number of the erroneous responses that the subjects are incompetent in 

producing stressed syllables within polysyllabic words and this verifies that 

the first hypothesis which states that most Iraqi learners of English encounter 

difficulty in producing stressed syllables within words of more than two 

syllables. 
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Table (3) 

The Subjects' Performance at the Recognition Level in Question Two 
Ite

m 
Correct Percent% Errors 

Percent

% 

Ite

m 
Correct Percent% 

Error

s 

Percen

t% 

8  %0 60 80 50 58 56 .8 55 %% 

5  %5 6% 6 88 59 40 80 50 %0 

4  46 98 85 5% 56 5% %6 58 .5 

%  %% 66 8 85 58 50 %0 40 80 

.  %5 6% 6 88 40 58 .5 5% %6 

8  46 98 85 5% 48 50 %0 40 80 

9  4% 86 88 55 45 58 .5 5% %6 

6  48 95 8% 56 44 56 .8 55 %% 

8  46 98 85 5% 4% 55 %% 56 .8 

80  %% 66 8 85 4. 86 48 45 8% 

88  40 80 50 %0 48 50 %0 40 80 

85  45 8% 86 48 49 58 .5 5% %6 

84  4% 86 88 45 46 50 %0 40 80 

8%  56 .8 55 %% 48 88 45 4% 86 

8.  58 .5 4% 86 %0 50 %0 40 80 

88  40 80 50 %0 %8 86 48 45 8% 

89  45 8% 86 48 %5 55 %% 56 .8 

86  56 .8 55 %% %4 58 .5 5% %6 

88  58 .5 5% %6 %% 86 48 45 8% 

50  58 .5 5% %6 %. 8% 56 48 95 

58  55 %% 56 .8 %8 86 48 45 8% 

55  40 80 50 %0 %9 5% %6 58 .5 
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54  45 8% 86 40 %6 8% 56 48 95 

5%  58 .5 5% %6 %8 85 5% 46 98 

5.  55 %% 56 .8 .0 85 5% 46 98 

      
848

0 
.%5%5 88%6 

%.5

855 

Table (4) clearly indicates that the subjects' performance in the 

recognition test was better in comparison with that in the production test. This 

can be easily realized when we compare the means of both tests. Table (4) 

shows that the total number of errors made by the subjects are (%.5855) while 

the total number of errors made by the subjects in production test are 

(.65.85). For example, most subjects managed to score (8480) correct 

answers and the same subjects score (88%6) incorrect answers (see table 4). 

As it can be seen, the results of recognition test proves that, the subjects were 

more efficient in recognizing stressed syllables than producing them. It was 

found out that items No.(8-80) where of low difficulty and they can be easily 

recognized by EFL students. This indicates that the subjects were able to 

place the stress mark on the accented syllable in the first ten items. See 

appendix (5). 

The difficulty is further complicated since the number of syllables 

within polysyllabic words increases such as items of two syllable words, three 

syllable words, four syllable words and five syllable words. For example, 

most subjects were failed to place the stress mark in an appropriate syllable in 

words such as compulsory /k∂m  ٰ p^ls∂ri/, exaggeration /igzæd e
8
reiʃn/, 

personality /p∂:s∂
8
næl∂ti/, Olympic /∂

8
limpik/, Welcome /

8
welk∂m/, 

midway /mid
8
wei/, Island /ai

8
l∂nd/, Sensuality /senʃu8

∂el∂ti/, characteristic 

/k∂erekt∂
8
ristik/ most subjects face difficulty in identifying the accented 

syllables in the same words above as simple examples. So, they make errors 

in syllable stress placement by placing the stress mark in an inappropriate 

syllable such as compulsory /
8
k∂mp^ls∂ri/, exaggeration /ig

8
z∂e ereiʃn/, 

personality /p∂:s∂næl∂
8
ti/, Olympic /∂lim

8
pik/, welcome /we

l
8k∂m/, 

midway /
8
midwei/, island /ai

8
l∂nd/, sensuality /

8
senʃu∂el∂ti/, characteristic 

/k∂e
8
rekt∂ristik/. The percentage of errors shows that the subjects are very 

weak in recognizing the stressed syllables especially the items of four and five 

syllable words. This indicates that EFL students fail to distinguish stressed 

syllable, due to the lack of attention given to such aspect of English sound 

system by the instructors. This would verify the second hypothesis of this 

study which states that most Iraqi learners of English encounter difficulty in 

recognizing stressed syllables within words of more than two syllables. 

Conclusion 
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The study reveals that Iraqi learners are weak at producing and 

recognizing stressed syllables within words of more than two syllables. In the 

light of the study results, it comes out with the following conclusions: 

1- Iraqi learners of English at the university level are varied considerably with 

respect to their abilities to produce and recognize English stressed syllables, 

namely four syllable words and five syllable words. 

2- By comparing the test performance of the production test with that of 

recognition test, it appears that the subjects made (8%8%) errors with a 

percentage of errors (.65.85). The same subjects made (88%6) errors with a 

percentage of errors (%.5555) at the recognition test. The scoring of errors in 

both test indicates that the subjects face difficulty in producing the correct 

responses and in placing the stress on the suitable syllable in words. This 

aspect is neglected by the teachers because stress represents a difficult area 

not only to the students but also to the teachers. 

3- They were found to be more successful in producing stressed syllables 

within words of one and two syllables than words of more than three 

syllables. This may suggest that though, in some cases, they were managed to 

place the stress mark on the stressed syllable, they face some difficulty in 

producing them. It appears that good performance of most subjects could be 

attributed to guessing rather than sharp distinction between stressed and 

unstressed syllable. For instance, a subject may face little difficulty in 

identifying the accented syllable in a word such as compulsory /k∂m
8
p^ls∂ri/ 

as having four syllables which the same subject may tend to produce it as 

/
8
k∂mp^ls∂ri/. The subject make error in word stress placement by placing the 

stress mark in an inappropriate syllable. 

4- It is suggested that English phonetics and phonology should be considered 

as a basic subject and the prescribed textbooks have to pay great attention to 

this skill. 
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Appendix-I 

The production test Read the following words carefully one syllable word 

8 Sack  /   ٰ Sæk/ 

5 Tooth  /    ٰ tu:Ө / 

4 Pump  /     ٰ p𝚲mp / 

% One  /     ٰ w 𝚲n/ 

. Love  /    ٰ l𝚲v /   

8 Loo  /    ٰ  lu: / 

9 Isle  /    ٰ  ail / 

6 How  /    ٰ  hau / 

8 Frank  /    ٰ  fræŋk / 

80 Deep  /    ٰ  di:p / 

Two syllable words 

88 Picture  /   ٰ  piktʃ∂ / 

85 Behind  / bi   ٰ  haind / 

84 Refuse  / ri   ٰ  fju:z / 

8% Forget  / f∂   ٰ  get / 

8. Correct  /k∂   ٰ  rekt / 

http://wwwlinguisticsreading.ac.uk/
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88 Alive  ∂   ٰ  laiv / 

89 Apply  / ∂   ٰ  plai / 

86 Enter    ٰ  ent∂ / 

88 Arrive  / ∂   ٰ  raiv / 

50 Comfort    ٰ  k𝚲mf∂t / 

Three syllable words 

58 Determine  / di   ٰ  t∂min / 

55 Encounter  /iŋ   ٰ  kaunt∂/ 

54 Disaster   /di   ٰ za:st∂/ 

5% Custody  /  ٰ  k𝚲st∂di/ 

5. Incorrect  / ink∂   ٰ  rekt / 

58 Perfectly  /    ٰ  p∂fiktli/ 

59 Completely  / k∂m   ٰ  pli:tli/ 

56 Potato  p∂   ٰ  teit∂u / 

58 Envisage  /in   ٰ  vizid  / 

40 Sensitive    ٰ  sens∂tiv/ 

 Four syllable words 

48 independence  / indi   ٰ pend∂ns / 

45 Nevertheless  / nev∂   ٰ  les / 

44 Enthusiasm  / in    ٰ  Өju:zaiaz∂m/ 

4% Systematic  /sist∂   ٰ matik / 

4. Sympathetic  /simp∂   ٰӨ etik / 

48 Majority  m∂   ٰ d oriti/ 

49 Regimented    ٰ red imentid / 

46 comprehensive  / kompri   ٰ  hensiv / 

48 approximation  ∂proksi   ٰ  meiʃn / 

%0 hypermarket    ٰ /  haip∂ma:kit/ 

Five syllable words 

%8 Popularity  /popju  ٰ lar∂ti/ 

%5 precautionary  /pri  ٰ ko:ʃ∂ndri/ 

%4 sophisticated  s∂  ٰ fistikeitid/ 

%% introductory  /inr∂  ٰ d𝚲kt∂ri/ 

%. anthropology  /ænӨr∂  ٰ pol∂d i/ 

%8 contributory  /k∂n  ٰ tribj∂t∂ri/ 

%9 disproportionate  dispr∂  ٰ poiʃ∂n∂t/ 

%6 paramilitary  pær∂  ٰ mil∂tri/ 

%8 Sexuality  sekʃu  ٰ aliti/ 

.0 Solidarity  Soli  ٰ dæriti/ 

Appendix Two 

The Recognition Test 
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Please place stress make over the stressed syllables on the following 

words. 

One syllable words 

8 Bank  /  ٰ  bæŋk / 

5 Cap  /   ٰ  kæp / 

4 Frame  /   ٰ  freim / 

% Fraud  /   ٰ  fro:d / 

. Guard  /   ٰ  ga:d / 

8 Hostel  /   ٰ  hostl / 

9 Join  /   ٰ  d oin / 

6 Oven  /   ٰ   vn / 

8 Pulse  /   ٰ  p ls/ 

80 Rent  /   ٰ  rent / 

Two syllable words 

88 Midway  / mi  ٰ  dwei / 

85 Owner  /   ٰ  ∂un∂ / 

84 Polite  / p∂    ٰ lait / 

8% Resent  / ri   ٰ  zent / 

8. Slander  /s   ٰ  la:nd∂ / 

88 Target  /   ٰ  ta: git / 

89 Welcome    ٰ  welk∂m / 

86 Message  / mesid / 

88 Lsland  /   ٰ  ail∂nd / 

50 Disease  / di  ٰ z:z / 

Three syllable words 
58 Seusitive  /   ٰ  sens∂tive / 

55 olympic  / ∂   ٰ  limpik    

54 methodist  / me   ٰ  Ө∂dist / 

5% outstaning  / aut   ٰ  standiŋ / 

5. etementary  /eli  ٰ  mentri / 

58 guarantee  / gær∂n   ٰ  ti: / 

59 imagine  / i  ٰ  mæd in / 

56 lavender  /   ٰ  læv∂nd∂/ 

58 perspective  / p∂   ٰ  spektiv / 

40 determine  / di   ٰ  t∂min / 

Four syllable words 

48 Sensuality  / sensu  ٰ æl∂ti / 

45 Sensibility  sens∂  ٰ  bil∂ti / 

44 Majority  m∂  ٰ  d or∂ti / 

4% Radioactive  reidi∂u  ٰ æktiv / 

4. Exaggeration  igzæd e  ٰ reiʃn/ 



  
  

 2/ 33العدد            مجلة الجامعة العراقية

       
603 

      An Assessment of Iraqi EFL Learner's Ability…. 
48 monosyllable    ٰ  mon∂sil∂bl / 

49 redevelop  / redi   ٰ vel∂p / 

46 limitation  Limi  ٰ  teiʃn / 

48 liquidation  Likwi   ٰ  deiʃn / 

%0 compulsory  k∂m   ٰ  p ls∂ri / 

Five syllable words 

%8 personality  /p∂:s∂  ٰ  næl∂ti 

%5 sensuality  / senʃu   ٰ  æl∂ti/ 

%4 exaggeration  igzad e   ٰ  reʃn / 

%% characteristic  kærekt∂     ٰ ristik /  

%. microcomputer  /   ٰ  maikr∂uk∂mpju:t∂/ 

%8 depreciation  / Dipri:ʃi   ٰ  eiʃn / 

%9 investigator  / in   ٰ vestigeit∂/ 

%6 ungrammatically  /  ngr∂   ٰ  mætikli / 

%8 pronunciation  /pr∂n nsi   ٰ  eiʃn / 

.0 popularity  / popju   ٰ  lar∂ti / 

 


