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Spatial variation of religious tourist sites in Dohuk Governorate

Bahri Salem Fattah Al-Saffar

Spatial variation of the geographical distribution of religious tourism sites in Dohuk
Governorate

Abstrac

Dohuk Governorate is one of the governorates of the Kurdistan Region of Irag, and since
ancient times the geographical location of the governorate helped it to concentrate different
religions and sects in it, such as (Islamic, Jewish, Christian, Yazidi and Zoroastrian...), The
governorate is characterized by the presence of various religious sites, which vary in their
distribution, and these sites have not been properly exploited to this day. As this religious site
Is developed, it becomes a good tourist attraction serving the tourism sector in the province in
particular and the Kurdistan Region in general. The research aims to identify the most important
religious tourism sites and how to exploit them and put them on the tourist map of the Kurdistan
Region. For the purpose of reaching the main research objectives and verifying its hypotheses,
the research was divided into four axes, The first axis dealt with: defining the study areas and
the concept of religious tourism, while the second axis studied the geographical analysis of
religions in Dohuk Governorate, while the third axis reviewed: the spatial distribution of
religious sites in the study area. In the fourth axis, he also touched on assessing the reality of the
future of religious tourism in the governorate. The research also reached a number of results and
proposals, the most important of which was the diversity and difference in religion and religious
tourist attractions in the study area. Also, some religious places in the province were destroyed
in the past. Like the Jewish churches in the districts of Agrah and Zakho. Taking into account
the maintenance and restoration of religious sites, and working on making documentaries for
different religions in the Kurdistan Region and the study area.

function word: religious tourism, religious sites, religions, spatial contrast, Religious shrines.
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