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The Kawarbaghi Incident and its Impact on Iraqgi Politics
(June-November 1946)
Dr. Qatran Abbas Mijbil
Ministry of 'Education / Histoire modern
Datran1970@gmail.com

Abstract:

The Kawarbaghi Incident is the first bloody clash between the authorities
and the workers. This incident left its impact on the nature of union work in
Iraq. The authorities wanted to give a lesson to the workers to reject strikes
and stay away from union work, but the result was completely the opposite;
the workers' awareness intensified and their support for their unions
increased, and the struggle for the union became the focus of the working
class's struggle later  After the end of World War 1l, an important shift
occurred in the history of contemporary Iraq, through the development of
concepts of political work and the increase in national awareness demanding
democratic freedoms and the establishment of political parties as the
cornerstone for building democratic life in the countries of the liberated
world, including Iraq. Therefore, the labor movement emerged as a political
and professional force that contributed to political events.

Research Methodology:

The research was divided into three main axes. The first axis addressed the role
of political parties in supporting the Iragi labor movement in 1946, and we briefly
discussed the role of the parties that were formed in April 1946 in supporting that
movement, especially in the demonstration (June 28, 1946). The second axis only
focused on discussing the reasons for the Kawarbaghi incident by studying the
demands of the oil workers in Kirkuk and the position of the Kirkuk District
Governorate and the British Company on those demands and the results they led to
after rejection after rejection, with a workers' strike in Kawarbaghi Park that ended
with (six) victims and (fourteen) wounded. While the third axis discussed the
impact of the Kawarbaghi incident on the government of Arshad Al-Omari, and we
touched on the government's measures after the incident and the resignation of the
Minister of Interior (Abdullah Al-Qassab) due to the minister's intersection of
views with the Prime Minister regarding holding accountable those responsible for
the incident, which ultimately led to Arshad Al-Omari submitting his resignation on
(November 16, 1946).

Keywords: Kawarbaghi incident, Arshad Al-Omari, labor movement.
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