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Monotheism and polytheism among Banu Israel since their inception
until the fall of the Kingdom of Judah in 587 BC (historical study)

Prof Dr. Abdul Ghani Ghali Faris

Makarem Ehsan Sabeih

University of Basrah / College of Education for Women

Abstract
The research deals with presentation and analysis of monotheism and

polytheism among Banu Israel since their inception until the fall of the
Kingdom of Judah in 587 BC (historical study). The first axis dealt with
monotheism and polytheism among Banu Israel from their inception until
the era of the judges, while the second axis dealt with monotheism and
polytheism among Banu Israel in the era of the judges, and in the third
and final axis we studied monotheism and its opposite among Banu Israel
in the royal era.

As a result of the research, it became clear that the first generation of
Banu Israel who grew up in the desert of Palestine, had the highest
degrees of monotheism even after entering Egypt in the seventeenth
century BC. As for the following generations that lived in Egypt, they
were influenced by the religion of the ancient Egyptians and worshiped
their gods. True monotheism did not appear among the lIsraelites who
were contemporary with Moses, peace be upon him, until after their
exodus from Egypt at the end of the thirteenth century BC. Banu Israel
continued monotheism after their conquest of Canaan in the twelfth
century BC, and they did not return again to polytheism and worshiping
idols except in intermittent periods of the era of the judges. They were
also united throughout the period of political unity of their kingdom
(1025-925 BC), but after the division of their kingdom and until the fall
of the Kingdom of Judah in 587 BC at the hands of the Babylonians,
Banu Israel often associated with God Almighty by taking gods with Him
and worshiping them, especially Baal and Astarte.
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