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Politician Muhammad Rashid, his life and role in the Ottoman
Empire (1897-1919 AD)

Sahira Hussain Mahmoud
University of Basrah — College of Arts
Abstract

The spread of constitutional principles, ideas and opinions about the
establishment of republics in Europe in the nineteenth century had a great
Impact on many countries in the Ottoman lands. Countries that aspired to
independence in the Balkans began to constantly stir up uprisings.
Sending educational missions to France and starting to teach the French
language in Ottoman schools led to the emergence of the Ottoman youth
generation that was greatly influenced by European ideas, especially the
ideas of freedom, the constitution and nationalism that appeared for the
first time in Europe.

This new Ottoman generation saw salvation in the constitution, and
the establishment of a modern Ottoman society imbued with the character
of European civilization, which led them to establish a movement that
bore the name (Young Turkey), and the Union and Progress Association
was one of its formations. The members of the Association for Union and
Progress have worked to promote the declaration of the constitution
against the rule of the Islamic caliphate of the Ottoman Sultanate, relying
on polarizing the educated classes in the Ottoman society within the
Ottoman lands, and these classes, including personalities with positions
and high educational levels such as the great politician and writer Zia
Kok Alb, nicknamed Zia Pasha, the great poet Namik Kemal, and the
politician, doctor Muhammad Rashid, carried national and cultural
awareness. So the name of the politician Muhammad Rashid was
associated with a group of leaders in the Association for Union and
Progress, and he assumed the highest administrative positions, and he
witnessed the most important political events that the Ottoman Empire
went through, the most important of which was the Armenian issue.
Keywords: the Ottoman Empire, the Young Turkey Association, the
Union and Promotion Association, the politician, doctor Muhammad
Rashid .
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