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Contributions of orientalism studies to explaining the effects of epidemics and
natural disasters in the fall of the Islamic caliphate
Assist Prof. Haider Majid Hussein
Al-Muthanna University/ College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract
This research aims to explain the connection between the devastating effects of
natural disasters and the fall of the Islamic Caliphate through orientalist studies
that had drawn on Islamic and non-Islamic. Consequently, the study had divided
into three sections. First, we trace the Orientalists' efforts to clarify the meaning
of the catastrophe and their evaluation of these sources using the critical
comparative approach and statistical analysis. The second had dedicated to
explaining the consequences of floods and droughts on the agriculture system
and agrarian society, and the famine impacts on the population, while the third
was devoted to illustrating the opinions of orientalists on the fall of the Umayyad
state and the gradual weakening of the centrality of the Abbasid state, and the
impact of natural disasters on military campaigns and how The Mongols
deliberately using the epidemic as a biological weapon to occupy Baghdad in
1258AC/656AH. This study had based on a combination of Western sources,
including Alfred Kremer's Bibliographic and Robert C. Allen Statistical and
Lawrence Conrad's Epidemiological Studies, as well as the objective viewpoint of
Sarah Kate. This study concludes that the Orientalists had proven that political,
economic and military aspects were not the direct cause of the Islamic State
collapse but a cumulative non—-human cause created these causes.
Keywords: epidemic — plague - disaster — earthquake - caliphate
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"This list, however incomplete, is enough to enable us to draw important
inferences. The striking fact, first and foremost to note, is that, of the 40 great
epidemics which appeared in the course of four centuries, no less than 22 that is

more than half either began in or visited Iraq''®)
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