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A contemporary reading of the first political wars in Islam
(the so-called apostasy wars)

Assist.Prof.Dr.Hassan Taher Melhem/ Islamic University, Najaf, Iraq
Assist. Prof.Hana Saadoun Jabbar/ Middle Euphrates Universit-Technical College

Abstract

The Islamic religion that the Messenger Muhammad, may God’s prayers and
peace be upon him, brought was and still is a religion of love, tolerance and mercy,
and the Messenger did not send any but the Messenger with mercy, and everything
that happened in the wars of the Messenger, may God’s prayers and peace be upon
him. Apostasy was for purely political purposes and not for a religious purpose.
Hence it should be noted that what is said about apostasy of war, which is killing, is
not true, and is not from Islam at all. God Almighty said in His Great Book: (There
is no compulsion in religion). There is no room for ignoring this verse and building
a new law based on a hadith whose authenticity is questionable. Oh God, make us
among those who hear the saying and follow the best of it.

Key words: wars of apostasy, the concept of apostasy, the principles of penance,
Islam's position on the apostate.
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