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The Russian-Romanian conflict over the Bessarabia region 1812-1920 and the
international position on it
Asst Prof Dr.Muntaha Sabri Maula
University of Basrah - College of Education for Women

Abstract

Bessarabia - A border region of the Russian Empire Bessarabia knows the area is
disputed by Russia and Romania and later got the name ""Bessarabia’. During the last
century, Bessarabia became connected to Russia by so many unbreakable ties that it
now has the right to consider itself a daughter of Russia on For the past 100 years,
Sarabia walked hand in hand with her great mother Russia until it was annexed to
Romania after the Crimean War After the unification of Romania as a state in 1861,
historically it became an ephemeral entity on the map of Europe during the First and
Second World Wars Strictly speaking, it only existed as a recognizable region between
1812 and 1940. As a region of imperial rivalry and the vicissitudes of international
politics, the "'flexible history' of the Russo-Roman borderlands after World War 11
succumbed to it .Even the name "Besarabia™ was in fact obscured in the official
language after 1945.The topic was chosen for the importance of the region in the
history of Great Russia and international conflict. The research aims to clarify the
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extent of the infringement of the great powers on the freedom and independence of
peoples in order to serve the interests of the major countries, so the research was
divided into several dialogues, the most important of which is an overview of the
Sarbia region and how it was annexed to Tsarist Russia, then an axis about the start of
the Russian-Roman conflict after its annexation to Romania in 1861, and the region
was affected by the Russian revolutions unti The outbreak of World War | and the
emergence of Bolshevism that supported the population of Bessarabia until 1920,
which ended with the annexation of Romania by the major powers, despite the

objection of its inhabitants.

Keywords: Muntaha Al-Mansoori, Bessarabia, the Russian-Roman conflict over
Bessarabia, Rene area of Bessarabia.
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Marcel Mttrasca , Moidova: A Romanian Province Uuder Russian Rule Diplomatic
History From The Archives OF The Great Powers, New York, 2002.PP. 17-25.
2 =V. V. trepavlov, Istoria Nogaiskoi ordy (Moscow: Vostochnaia literatura, 2002),
P.451.; Victor taki, 1812 and the Emergence of the Bessarabian Region : Province—
Building under Russian Imperial Rule, King’s University College, Edmonton, Euxeinos
15/16 (2014, P.11.
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Sergeant, Philip W. The Courtships of Catherine the Great (Kessinger Publishing,
2004), p.5
4 - Detlef Brandes, Success Story: The German Colonists In New Russia and
Bessarabia, 1787-1914, P.34; V.Geogesce , Political Ideas and the Enlighienment the
Romana Principalitis 1750-1831, East European Monographs NO.1, 1971, PP.164-
165;. T. Tittoni, “Basarabia, Romania si Italia” in Convorbiri Literare, P.15
5 - A.l .Boldur, Labessarabie etlesrelations russo— roumaines. (La questionbessarabienne et
ledroitinternational) (Bessarabia and Russian— Romanian Relations.[The Bessarabian
Question and Internation alLaw])(Paris:Librairie Universit aire, 1927;rpt.Munich:Verlag
Rumanis che Studien, 1973), PP.48 — 57 ;; R. Floresco, 'Les Incidents de Sulina, " in
Aspects des relations russo-roumaines, PP. 38-46;Malbone W. Graham, The Legal Status of
the Bukovina and Bessarabia, The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 38, No. 4 (Oct.,
1944),p.668 .; Caragea, A, ,Epoca renasterii nationale”,Bucharest University, 2003, P.33.
6 —-Ute Schmidt, Germans in Bessarabia: historical background and present-day relations,
South—East Europe Review, 2008 , PP.307-308..; Teodor Cotelnic,. “Rusificarea Basarabiei
sub DominaGia garista” [Russification of Bessarabia under Tsarist Domination,. Philologia .LVII,
2015. P.48
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7 —Vsevolod Samokhvalov, Economic And Trade Borders : The Case Of the Reni District,
Ukranian Bessarabia, Anthropology of East Europe Review, Volume 24, No. 1, Spring 2006,
P.17 . Jelavich, History of the Batkans, |, 201; lorga, Histoire des relations russo-
roumatnes,PP. 191-252
8 — Memorandom On The Bessarabian Questlon And The Actofunlon With  Rumanin , On
Fidential . Ipolitical InTelligence Department . [August]12,1918, Rumania /OO1, P.1.; Malbone
W. Graham, Op.Cit.),P.668.; Ute Schmidt, Op.Cit. P.308.
9 - B-Jelavich, Russia and the R. manian National Cause 1858. 1859 (Bloomington Ind
Indiana University Press, n.d.), PP. 103-120.
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Andrei Cusco, A Contested Borderland Competing Russian and Romanian Visions of
Bessarabia in the Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century, Budapest—-New York, 2017,
P.63.
11 - David MacKenzie,Russia’s Balkanpolicies Under Alexander II”in Imperial Russian Foreign
Policy, P.239
12 - A Guide to the United States’ History of Recognition, Diplomatic, and Consular Relations,
by Country, since 1776: Romania, https://history.state.gov/countries/romania
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Wim vanMeurs, Carving a Moldavia Idenitty out Of History , NationalitiesPapers, Vol.
26,No.1,1998, Association for the Study of Nationalities, 1998 , P.40-41; eniysky
Vestnik (“Reny Herald” Newspaper), 4 March 2003; Odessa Regional Statistic
Directorate, All Ukrainian Census File, 200
14- Memorandom On The Bessarabian Questlon And The Actofunlon With  Rumanin
, On Fidential . Ipolitical InTelligence Department , August12,1918, Rumania /OO1, P.2
15 — Qusted :Vsevolod Samokhvalov,Op, Cit. P.17 .
16 — Andrei Cusco , Oleg Grom Flavius Solomonv, Discourses Of Empire And Nation In Early
Twevtie The —Ccetury Bessarabia :russian—Romanian Symbolic Competition and thE1912
annivErsary, Ab Imperio, 4/201, P.95; sevolod Samokhvalov,Op,Cit. P.48
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18 -. V. N. Vinogradov, M. D. Ereshchenko, L. E. Semyonova, and T. A. Pokivailova , eds.,
Bessarabiia na perekrestke evropeiskoi diplomatii. Dokumenty i materialy[Bessarabia at the
crossroads of Europeandiplomacy: Documents and materials [(Moscow: Indrik, 1996), P.144.
19 —. V. N. Vinogradov, Op.Cit, P.144.
20 - Keith Hitchins, A Concise History of Romania, Cambridge University Press, New York, USA,
2014., P.117.; Frederick Kellogg, The Road to Romanian Independence, West Lafayette |,
Ind.1995. PP.199-201.
21 - A Guide to the United States” History of Recognition, Op.Cit.
ttps://history.state.gov/countries/romania
22 — Alexei Miller and Alfred J. Rieber ,The Comparative Ecology of Complex Frontiers,” in
Imperial Rule, (Budapest-New York: CEU Press, 2004), PP.178-210.
23 — Margaret M. Walsh, Bessarabia,Balkan Pawn of The Great Powers , B.A. St. John’s
University, 1955 , P.10; P. Cazacu, The Truth about the Question of Bessarabia
(Bucharest: Cultura Na(ionala,1926), PP. 15-34.; Philip Ernst Schoenberg, "The American
Reaction to the Kishinev Massacre of 1903." American Jewish Historical Quarterly 63.3 (1974):
262-283.;Andrei Cusco, Op.Cit, PP.123 -126
24 — P. Cazacu, Op.Cit,; PP. 15-34.; Andrei Cusco, Op.Cit, PP.123 -126 ; Van Meurs, he
Bessarabian Question in Communist Historiography: Nationalist and Communist Politics and
History—Writing, New York: Columbia University Press, 1994 ,P 53.
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Ambassador Meyer to the Secretary of State, American Embassy, St. Petersburg , May
5, 1905 ,No. 23., Paper Relating To The Foreign Relation's Of The United States, With
The Annual Message Of The President Transmuted To Congress December 5, 1905,
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26 — P. Cazacu, Op.Cit,; PP. 15-34.;Andrei Cusco, Op.Cit,PP.123 -126 ;Van Meurs,
Op.Cit. ,P 53.
27- Memorandom On The Bessarabian Questlon And The Actofunlon With Rumanin , On
Fidential . Ipolitical InTelligence Department [August]2, 1918, Rumania /OO1, P.2;
Clarkson, Jesse , A History of Russia from the Ninth Century , (London, 1961),
pp.383,428-429; sarabia 1906 quoted in: Maria Danilov, Press and Censorship in
Basarabia: 19th Century—-Beginning of 20th. Secret Files of Gubernial Archives from
Chisinau (Chisinau: Pontos, 2012),P.. 98.
28 — ichard Wortman, Scenarios of Power: Myth and Ceremony in the Russian Monarchy ,
vol. 2 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000), 448.; Andrei Cusco, A Contested
Borderland , Op.Cit, PP.140-142 .
29 - K. N. Tsimbaev, “Fenomen iubileemanii v rossiiskoi obshchestvennoi zhizni kontsa
XIX — nachala XX veka” [The phenomenon of “jubilee-mania” in Russian public life in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century], Voprosy istorii, no .11 (2005): 108.; Andrei
Cusco, A Contested Borderland , Op.Cit, PP.133-138 .
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Constantin C.Giurescu,The Making of Romania Unitary State,Translat Ed from the
Romanian by Petru Clinca,Bucharest, 1971, P.145 .
31-S,tefan Pascu, The Making of the Romanian Unitary National State, 1918(Bucharest 1988),
PP. 133-134; Nicolae Ciachir, Marile Puteri si Roméania (1856-1947)[The Great Powers and
Romania: 1856-1947] (Bucharest: Albatros, 1996), PP.155-56..
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Soviet NationalityProblems(NewYork:ColumbiaUniversityPress, 1971), ., PP.22-24; Antony

Anghie, Imperialism, Sovereignty, and the Making of International Law(Cambridge 2007), PP. 52—

3.; Svetlana Suveica,, Op.Cit.P.99.

34 —Petre Cazacu, Mass Media in Revolution and Nationa IDevelopment: The Romanian

Laboratory, Ames, lowa : lowa State University Press, 1996, PP. 255-258
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Harper Barnes, Standing on a volcano: the life and times of David Rowland Francis (St. Louis:
Missouri Historical Society Press in association with the Francis Press. ISBN 1-883982-,
P(2001)., P. 13-8).
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Encyclopaedia Britannica Online

37 — Telegram The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Russia ( Francis ) , Washington, May

21, 1917, 5 p.m., File No. 871.48/39a, Papers Relatingito The Foreign Relations of The Uinted

Statses, 1917, Supplement2, The World War, Volume | ,Cited is: F.R.U.S

38 —Petre Cazacu, Op.Cit; PP. 255-258; O.Ghibu, “Dela Basarabia ruseasca . . .” in Basarabia

romana. Antologie, p. 264-266. Also, |. Scurtu et . al., Istoria Basarabiei, P. 81; Vladimir Baar, and

Daniel Jakubek. “Divided National Identity in Moldova.” Journal of Nationalism, Memory, and

Language Politics, vol. 11, no. 1, 2017, P. 63

39 - Telegram The Ambassador in Russia ( Francis ) to the Secretary of State, Petrograd , May 24,

1917, 8 p.m, [Received May 27, 4 a.m, VOLUME |. Cited is: F.R.U.S ,P.723 .

40 - Viktor Drozdov , Living StandArds Of The Uruan Population of Southern Bessarabia IN 1917,

Danubius XXXVIII- Supliment., p.138

41 - The agrarian ano colonisation question, Document The Roumanian Occupation in Bessarsabia,

The University Of California Lobrary, P.49; Petre. Cazacu, “Moldova dintre Prut si Nistru 1912-1918,

The Moldavia between the Prut and Dniestr 1912-1918], lasi: Vatra Romaneasca, 1924, rpt.

Chisinau: Stiinta, 1992 ,PP. 251-253

42 -Telegram The Chargé in Rumania ( Andrews ) to the Secretary of State , Jassy , June 5, 1917 .

[Received June 14, 9.25 a.m, Word War, Volume |, , Cited is: F.R.U.S , P.724.
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44 - Telegram The Chargé in Rumania ( Andrews ) to the Secretary of State , Jassy , Jassy, August
22, 1917. [Received August 27, 2.20 p.m.] , Volume |, Cited is: F.R.U.S ,P.725.
45 - Telegram The Secretary of Stateto the Ambassador in Russia ( Francis) |,
Washington, September 1, 1917, 5 p.m. Cited is: F.R.U.S ,P.626
46 -Telegram The Chargé in Rumania ( Andrews )to the Secretary of State
Washington, September 5, 1917, Cited is: F.R.U.S , P.727.
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48 - Telegram The Ambassador in Russia ( Francis )to the Secretary of State
Petrograd , September 9, 1917, 8 p.m. [Received September 11, 9.30 p.m, World War, Volume |,
Cited is: F.R.U.S , P.728
49 - Telegram The Ambassador in Russia ( Francis ) to the Secretary of State
Petrograd, September 12, 1917, 9 p.m. [Received September 16, 2.40, World War, Volume |,
Cited is: F.R.U.S , P.730.
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1800,
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52 - Telegram The Secretary of State to the Ambassador in Russia ( Francis ) , Washington, October
15, 1917, 7 p.m., Papers Relationg To THhe Foreign Relations Of The Uuinted States TES, 1917,
Supplement , The World War, Volume |, Paris Peace Conf. 180.03201/29 FM-29 Cited is: F.R.U.S
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modern history . vol .6 no. 1, mar, 1934, PP. 14-35.
54 - The Secretary of Stateto the Ambassador in Great Britain ( Page )[Telegram],
Washington , October 17, 1917, 6 p.m, World War, Volume |, Cited is: F.R.U.S, P.730.
55 - l.Livezeanu,Cultural Politics in Greater Romania: Regionalism, Nation Building, and Ethnic
Struggle, 1918-1930. Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1995, P.92 . ; Vitali Repin,
Political Struggle in Bessarabia and at the Romanian Front. The Beginningof Romanian Occupation
of Bessarabia (November 1917 —February 1918)., Czech-Polish Historical and Pedagogical Journal
Belarusian State University, Minsk, Republic of Belarus, P.89
56 - Telegram The Ambassador in France ( Sharp ) to the Secretary of State , Paris , December 5,
1917, 5 p.m. [Received in sections, December 8, 1.15 a.m. and8 , THE WORLD WAR, VOLUME |,
. Cited is: F.R.U.S , P.461.
57 — Telegram The Minister in Rumania ( Vopicka) to the Secretary of State , assy, December 8§,
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