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Qatar in Iran's security perception

Assist lecturer Saja Nabeel Azeez
College of Political Science/ Mustansiriyah University
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Abstract

Qatar and Iran share some regional and international goals and interests,
and at the same time there is a contradiction between the two countries’
nationalism, their faith, and their respective foreign political orientations. The
type and extent of this contradiction sometimes affects Iran’s higher interests
and national security. But Iran sometimes turns a blind eye to some of Qatar’s
foreign policies towards regional and international events and positions, so that
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their relationship does not reach the point of tension and estrangement, and
keeps its cord of affection extended to Qatar. Indeed, it - Iran - took a position of
support for Qatar in its crisis towards the countries that boycotted it in 2017.
This indicates that Qatar has a special vitality with Iran, and sometimes gives it
priority over many of the goals and issues with which it is concerned.

This study attempts to reveal Qatar's position in lIran's security perception, and
determines the “importance and danger” of Qatar in lIran's foreign affairs
strategy. How is Iran trying to achieve its regional project by neutralizing Qatar
or annexing it to its side?

Keywords: Qatar’s effectiveness, security perception, foreign policy, economic
relations , the Arabian Gulf.
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