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Britain's Position on the Activities of the Iraqi Communist

Party for the period 1950-1958
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Department of History/College of Education for Human
Sciences/University of Basra

Abstract:

The beginning of the fifties of the twentieth century
witnessed the growing role of the communist bloc and the
escalation of patriotism in lIrag, as a result of the defeat
suffered by the Arab armies in the Arab-Israeli war. Then
Britain began to put pressure on the new Iraqi government
that was formed in February 1950 headed by Tawfig Al-
Suwaidi, which made the Iragi communist party to
reorganizing itself and practicing its activity according to the
political changes that this stage has witnessed. On the other
hand Britain increased its pressure on the Iragi government
to limit the expansion of the activities of the communist
movement, and encouraged the government to carry out
arrest campaigns for the communists, after the Communist
Party succeeded to move the Iragi street against Britain's
plans and interests in Irag.

Keywords: The activities, Party, Iragi Communist , the Second World
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F.O., 371, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. H. Mack) to F.O. (Mr. Ernest Bevin), No.243 (”)
in 7" Nov. 1950, p.1.

F.0., 371, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. H. Mack) to F.O. (Mr. Ernest Bevin), No.243 (W)
in 7" Nov. 1950, p.2.

F.O., 381, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad Sir. H. Mack to (F.0.) Mr. Bevin, No.64 in 21 (\z)
March 1950, p.14.

F.O., 371, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. H. Mack) to F.O. (Mr. Bevin), No.243 in 7" (\O)
Nov. 1950, p.3.

F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. H. Mack) to F.O. (Mr. Bevin), No.4 in 15 Jan. (H)
1951.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.156 (M)
in 28 Nov. 1952.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.156 (Y\)
in 28 Nov. 1952
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.156 (rz)
in 28 Nov. 1952.

F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.12 in (vo)
23 Jan. 1953.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Lord Salisbury), No.165 in 30
Sept. 1953.

F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.202 (w)
in 81 Dec. 1953.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.11 in (M)
11 Jan. 1954.

F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.202 (H)
in 1 Dec. 1953.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.129 (M)
in 16 June 1954.
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F.0., 481, Telegram from F.O. (Mr. Eden) to British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. Hooper), No.117 in 25 June 1954. &)
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F.O., 481, Telegram from F.O. (Mr. Eden) to British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. Hooper), No.130 in 20 Y
July 1954,
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. John Troutbeck ) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.190 (“)

in 3th Sep. 1954.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. John Troutbeck ) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.206 ™
in 24th Sep. 1954.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.190 (V’)
in 3th Sep. 1954.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Eden), No.200 (W)
in 17 Sep. 1954.

F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Mr. John Troutbeck) to F.O. (Mr. Anthony Eden), (W)
No.245in 9 Dec. 1954.
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F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. Michael Wright) to F.O. (Mr. Selwyn Lloyd), (W)
No.16in 11 Jan. 1956.

VYoo e@badl soall qeuls S ULl ae ™

M-V € gbadl suall sl (1)

Sy n S e A padl U 1 &gy LS5 51,39 Sy oty olicke al3 1900 ale allas drslis cal> (A2)
GOSN shallae (uyaie salezd) cddiuwld 8ysSall S ey ¢ LBl Blise g9,4d Led 795 34wy S99
055 S Iuele (g, il e Jsid (e 2asS> (gl 55 @ld Ll Jumy @ il oy losg a9 109 3oy oldy (5o S
LLa Ve § dule pudyall @ gllly ciladl 1a 3595 Jr! (y0 uillapdl RasSinll e L] iy o L e &) ine
Gl bl G BLast a8 ol € 39 e lsunl Aapl s ligum VY 2AST Goall Clsall ulims dile 33Lio uB9 1300
Sy Cabmy Cya zaiml @l Caldl ) Lillasys il s ddi el 35 14T Sualas (e el Joead illagadly
cal> e Juoladdl oo sl s 2adl e 00343 @ Olnals 1300 Jobil YT OLeas LN e IS el aay 4l ceaiaily
0)-Ye o Galadl jugall BLAT yyms Jloliiy cals (e ccdyd Juse oty

226



\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

sbasdl 55 VR0A 3903 V8 Bgd G b plael oo Blall (£ouddl il (uadll syl Qline i (1)
ATAGo YV Y (b
Wl § 03939 dlyall (£l il gt oyl Qlike i VY1100 cGaladl saall esi @S ()
Y0 o giledl sauall byl
Ao« gladl Hoall alead] Slals¥ly Glhshill (i solie yans ™
Gse lis saan 18000 ATV (olyl caa)l) i dll Shsdis gseer) Bhall cgipis wme (V)
YA o e ilaad] asall cAld! Slalxs¥ly olyslatll

(85) F.R.U.S. 1955—1957, Near East: Jordan-Yemen, Vol. XlIl, Doc. No. 208, Editorial Note, Undate.
VYo gl sall dilag)l 48,1 § 05939 Glall (£ouddl imdl oot pum) Qlie cise
VYoo @bl sall el ,Sa BUL we (
(
(

AT
AV

AA

YR-YAS o e @ladl saiall el dema ks £3le

o Angd Sledaiig lal> JS& (e 19E) ple g 3 LaS 098 s> g2 1 SIASY pall Sl 3>
Cllsy 3lae Judue 5olids «yall Caddl 35> maely VAEY ale Lo g5 cualll (Bloall 5 i Ailo g Apa5all Aalnll) pazes
VAT ale (Coadl) muly il By Jol cyimg ((SIAM pall Coadl i LSCaT o lel 3] Va20 ale I AS)
Ognycs cneldl Crusdlyadl O 3k e V4EY ale Glall J) diadl HSEY1 cldasly yge § Blrs bide L ol
(o oo s VA4V A lal) Sl V1 Al e (ST el Ciad) G L Lk yla oield Lyg 8
XY-Y) o AVE

SIS 180T 10 3V Y e el Aslisdl cliaadl Lyiie SUS (el o/ \VEE o8y il s s ()
N0l GV e o 2] alagamill (ols 445

e gl ladainll Caline (o Laked Yo-Y0 o 7ol aisll @ oAl sue of JSIL paxdl (1Y)
oo SA dezms deg chogll (o e o> Olela lides Asladd! (1o 538 (el ez 5158 @, 801 e JLeS
Jlezg alil e joley (Jlaidl deler Jtes i mumdl e oSS (a syl ey o igsg «siloyss 3ok
gama pm i il WS Alll Jies Baals Gloydg e unbis el ey iall Wlo demey Gl
Che £1)-Ye 0n VAL g oo el Bue g a1 AS,ml 3 ) Llady Glhall (geuddl il § §luall
AV o c@ladl jaiall cags alacel e Blall (ocddl izl gl syl olise

AT o e @aladl siall cad plael oo hall £oeddl csdl coumyl Olide cawe ()

Ao i susall M

F.O., 481, Telegram from British Embassy in Baghdad (Sir. Michael Wright) to F.O. (Mr. Selwyn Lioyd), (M)

A

)
)
)
)

No.43 in 8th Feb. 1957.

G lazel dasg el 23S0 Aalll e jeadd) 3o O Al § Eseddl sl Jtan oF S uamll ()
bl o @l G el Sladall 35 s muali] 315 il @l sae JleS die Yoy > V20A Gl 03K
el Obde o YY0e VAV gy ¢ Ay Sluhyuld Ao pall ducsll A ATAVOA lasdl eudasadl ey
YV oo c@ibadl juiall cagd slael oo @hall £aidl szl

227



\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

Yoo bl small (ol deme qul> e ()

XY oo e @aladl small g aluel o @lall (£oddl cimdl sl mumyl olise ci (V)

Voo e@bad! suall il claba¥ly Slglatll (gaie> b yans ™

a9 Sy ol andy (30 By3lias Tty Lol ll (pa Bhis ilelon s 190Y ale il s tyl,o81 Loluall ™

ole 3 oSy Bium WD (688 bolually JLa¥l fegs Gy glodl ceady Jgg ¥ 2l § Joslall sl e
e meesl) Ll Bpguaill § boluall edass J1 sl 140V ale 2lay 39 cbluall (o S sue oS (e 1407
Sl Cate el e el e S agaall dadg cagamdl 5La¥ Llgall eulaind Luwsy sl g1 guls @, S0
deey Ble oMl se slazall oo y5 0 ayls (V1) Bugune e Mlad G ol caie s 2 U oSyl aggally o)
ezl e iy el le eyl e (g el CBle il Glagdl ey cull (s ey el ola)
e ($5 e e sl e dezmey e e o cptilly G Ll cadyg loyd @S ey salle Liogs
s AoV AT pedgd/ ST ey 85 VA 4S5 JNVAOA sulgy /sa3 V8 8ot (pe B AN 28 1all Aygasell oo, SN
V-8 o YA 3 el adlly lelyuld g 5l

Moo @l small (ghall fl e almis ol Sa ()

AT oo @bl sall oSl e o ()

TVTm VA (o gdl gl lalyld Joull 5,0 ¢ s39 el ctl] s S e cgag el cptll ps ()

VoY

AY o @bl susall (3hall sl (e Slriis sl D ()

2ball

Brg-dill pd dyall @yl

VO @V Y o iyl Aglindl cladmall Lppae LS (el o/ VTEE 08 Aale « 281l 33Us Mg STl Hls A
Adot ol

N30T LY @YY e oy Al cilagail] ol 50,85 o/ YEE @8, Aale (Bl yall 35U llg s 5ls .y
$obuae¥! & LM 8y e Hunalied] 2ualiae¥l 8y0ul) clgidl udme junla c9 . aidliall @Usllg asl Hls ¥

N80 Jg¥l 0538 T+ aged dpolaedl Al (V400-190¢ goluacdl pig

YA {E WG TN

° Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
Al LSl
Slaolyll Ao pall Al duyall duaally Glall &5l o O caiad (gugud! 3dgs (guugudl 3893 R
YoV g m bl
olisy iy deldall sa0501 sloyll Hls (Blall £orddl Cimdl &5l § Aage wllazma (Glglxll pul> Y
Y..q
NAY0 cciamill cloadll Zadaa (Blpadl 3 Asleadl Slglatll ( guse ubic yaan X
AL calaiy Aaalx VA0A-VROT Gladl § als 1l Bliad! lalas¥ls bl (gusem (ulic yinn ¢

228



\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

YVA (s caygally sy colulyuld (g9 Hla sl Al >—147Y

Lokl AAVA lasdl qlazadl ebog bl on Ghadl 3 aeladl csladall 7,5 (s @ual sl G313 A
NV ey addly byl 3 ol

ey Ayl dlagdl 2aSe N AE0-)ATY bl pall Auliad] 3 83909 duaadl (G155 Al B9y dazme Slaw Y%
YAAA

NAYA g ealiopl 5o V7 VA0ANATE GBlall 3 Aueguiid] AS,ml e elgunl c@uySI e o A
bazll Hls V0A 3905 V¢ 898 o w1 alael (o Glall (Forddl Cimll (uadll puoyl plide Capw A
YOV (Bdan

NAVE gy b 3 V8 48 Bl il 1 Al e (ST padl ol i L L N
NAAY g elyall ls (Bladl § due gudd) AS5ml eyl (e ilmiie (Gl Do A

olid Aadae V03 ale G Bl Lulew & o939 318N daw (Gl Dle Gyl el e AY
I S W D DA |

DAVA g Aalall 230801 09541 1s Ay Ag «edlyall Slylisll s« guanmed) 313,01 e AY

oW g addle a)}i.U Slegdall
AR elotiy el @Sondl e VAT Ll AV £ € By all Aulall lsMall L qnlo S oLl s Ao
YooV cag o addly aludyull Aol sl Y 0A-Y AT Y L ¥l cowlesd) galdl e A1

2 g g el s Aadas BLAT yuymy I slady il (e ccdy b Bse AY

oY ool Sl i VY A0A-1 480 Allay wll-28 pall BVl cazes sl £)le NA

NAAT oty e B 308 Bladl § (ST plaidl bogdu s Lold A4

XY (b dls Baaled 43S0 Aadall (V0A-V AT A8l pall dds ) 8159 (@b dpes lazd AR
N3N @iad conadl e 5l Pl gl gyl (o Silriis 3lyall (Sausll @b AR

Xl edil coled dadas el 00,8 Jlai (e lie— spad | el @)S XY

N30 el cohyasll dngdas (Fladl Laaidl Aad « Jolyaasdl @bsll coymell 28La31 Lind Y

ATV ol eyl s adl s i < g ssazd! Bl (55945 duza Yt

Yoo ol a8l gogadl Hla VA0ANANE pliall e b 3lially Lotk o Srdazdl gies Lozxa .Yo
YoV eolaiy Yl o Jo¥ euall-1A0A- 141 € Elusg ailEg Glhall cmluslyully ciloslasld 3liatl 3S,L A&
Slegeogall Zoyall HIall ATV (g gazlly S cpagall § 2dlall Zalepall ol S Wlo mede YY
YoV (g m

LYV PE PSP VPV{ RN DRNTUR) PRUIS TSN U PAPRT YOI [V | PES JEN R PONPRT OIS [P YA

DA g o lladl 2o il 38l § Ml Llads 3lall £srddl il § g lall cdgame @ Y4
DAY (g V0T 40 oS Aol pmedll oy il se¥l e Y.

229



\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

oy At Ll e,
polall A8 il Wby cAslead) Augslelly JSall & ggaedl 3udsT (g3l (lie ol il e .
997 e sl ok Felo-alil

e Laza¥ly Aulad ¥ mslall S ¢ Lo Ty 1 9OANEY . Ball (8 Asaliall Sislatl] « soylall Anan X
YN8 5,8y e Aaals

Ay (140A -14£8) Adlall Aulosl AS,mll (8 53959 Bloadl (E3ed) ionll st ! ke e ¥
XN sk Fale — LIS S« enle

ly Losg¥l 3,401 dalaie  24S0,aY1 Al e LrlulSaily (V40Y-140.) 4ysST1 2ol (539 2yl £
YV clead-Colus gy dame Aol  piusle

LS ppunle Wlay NATTVATY Glhall § bl 53939 Jole @Dl (Gralall als pas uly closs 0
TNY LB 5 dasla-al Y

B 63 Anala— lo¥ &S b Wy N ATYV40¢ Blall § 5lail 35 (goluwll jlae oy e A
YA

AU 28 g le Wby V90V ale g Bliall § el 83939 Az @llo (sl Lol B3lio 2abold Y
B P W TYUPSE T S { - PP [

ML

aoliad) pslall 28 Alma VFOAVAY - Blyall Twoliad ! Bl 3 0939 a8kl Jiaz ccdllall tazma yac .

XY (V1) sl

Ll
(k) Y 5oy

(Lyw) welall sy Y
(51otsn) 821 p3LE601 Bty x
(5)aay) caid) @)Ja Bbiy> ¢

(Y1) Aol Ciloslall 2804

- https://www.rudaw.net /59, a8+ o

Sources

Unpublished Arabic documents

230


https://www.rudaw.net/

\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

1. Iragi Books and Documents House, file No. 1344/b, Security, Criminal Investigations Directorate book No.
7003 on August 15, 1956.

2. Iraqi Books and Documents House, File No. 1344/B, Special Report for Criminal Investigations No. S7117 on
August 17,1956.

3. Iragi Books and Documents House. K. And, the minutes of the House of Representatives, the fifteenth regular
session of the regular and extraordinary meeting 1954-1955, the regular session of December 30, 1954.
Published foreign documents

» Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

Arabic books

1. Tawfiq Al-Suwaidi, Tawfiq Al-Suwaidi: Half a Century of Iraq’s History and the Arab Question, The Arab
Institute for Studies and Publishing, Beirut, 2010.

2. Jassem Al-Halawi, Important Stations in the History of the Iraqi Communist Party, Dar Al-Rowad Al-
Prosperous for Printing and Publishing, Baghdad, 2009.

3. Jaafar Abbas Hamidi, Political Developments in Iraq, Al-Numan Press, Najaf, 1975.

4. Jaafar Abbas Hamidi, Internal Political Developments and Trends in Iraq 1953-1958, University of Baghdad, 1980.

5. Haider Zaki Abdul Karim, the Iragi Republic for the period from the revolution of July 14, 1958 to the
movement of November 18, 1963 - a historical study, Nineveh House for Studies, Publishing and Distribution,
Damascus, 2018.

6. Razak Ibrahim Hassan, History of the Working Classes in Iraq between Strikes and Building Union
Organization 1918-1968, The Arab Institute for Studies and Publishing, Beirut, 1976.

7. Suad Muhammad Raouf Shubar, Nuri al-Saeed and his role in Iraqi politics 1932-1945, The Arab Awakening
Library, Baghdad, 1988

8. Samir Abdel Karim, Lights on the Communist Movement in Iraq 1934-1958, Part 1, Dar Al-Mersad, Beirut, 1979.

9. Saif Adnan Arhim Al-Qaisi, The Iraqi Communist Party from the execution of Fahd until the revolution of July
14,1958, Harvest House, Damascus, 2012.

10. Shibli Mallat, the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party, the founding stage of the forties, 1940-1949, d. |, Beirut, 1974.
11. Salah Al-Khurasan, Pages from the History of the Communist Movement in Iraq, Dar Al-Furat, Beirut, 1993.
12. Abd al-Rahman Idris Salih al-Bayati, Saeed al-Qazzaz and his role in Iraq’s politics until 1959, Shivan Press,
Sulaymaniyah, 2007.

13. Abdul Razzaq Al-Hasani, History of the Iragi Ministries, Part 8 and C9, House of General Cultural Affairs,
Beirut, 1978.

14. Abdul Razzaq Mutlaq Al-Fahd, Political Parties in Iraq and Their Role in the Patriotic Movement 1934-1958,
Publications Company for Distribution and Publishing, Beirut, 2011.

15. Abdul-Manaf Shukr Jasim, Iragi-Soviet Relations 1944-8 February 1963, Local Government Press, Baghdad, 1980.

231



\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

16. Abd al-Hadi al-Khumasi, Prince Abd al-llah 1939-1958, The Arab Institute for Studies and Publishing, Beirut, 2001.

17. Aziz Sharif, From the Baghdad Pact to Editing the Channel, Dar Al-Jalaa Press, Beirut, d. T.

18. Alaa Jassim Muhammad, Iraqi-British Relations 1945-1958, House of Wisdom, Baghdad, 2002.

19. Fadel Hussein, The Fall of the Monarchy in Iraq, Arab Horizons Library, Baghdad, 1986.

20. Qahtan Hamid Kazim, Iraqi Ministry of Interior 1939-1958, Diyala University Central Press, Diyala, 2012.
21. Kazem Al-Moussawi, Iraq, Pages of Political History, 3rd Edition, Dar Alaa Al-Din, Damascus, 1998.

22. Karim Ahmed, The March - Pages from Nidal Karim Ahmed, Shehab Press, Erbil, 2006.

23. The Culture Committee of the National Democratic Party, The Iraqi Oil Issue, Al-Zahraa Press, Baghdad, 1952.

24. Majid Khadduri, Republican Iraq, Sharif Al-Radhi Publications, Iran, 1376.

25. Muhammad Hamdi Al-Jaafari, Britain and Iraq, an era of conflict 1914-1958, House of Cultural Affairs,
Baghdad, 2000.

26. The Iragi Center for Information and Studies, Iraq, facts and events 1914-1958 - Part One, 2nd Edition,
Baghdad, 2010.

27. Malih Saleh Shukr, History of the Iragi Press in the Royal and Republican Covenants 1932-1967, Arab
House of Encyclopedias, Beirut, 2010.

28. Najm al-Din al-Suhraudi, Memoirs of Najm al-Din al-Suhraudi, International Center for Educational Studies,
Doha, 1988.

29- Najm Mahmoud, the struggle in the Iraqi Communist Party and the issues of disagreement in the
international communist movement, d. |, Beirut, 1980.

30. Al-Haytham Al-Ayoubi, History of the Korean National War of Liberation 1950-1953, Beirut, 1973.

Master's theses and Dr. theses

1. Abdul-Shahid Jassim Abbas Al-Zubaidi, Tawfiq Al-Suwaidi in Political Thought and Practice, Master Thesis,
College of Political Science - University of Baghdad, 1996.

2. Juma'a Al-Abedy, Political Developments in Iraq 1920-1958, Master’s Thesis, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Mohamed Khider University of Biskra, 2019.

3. Saif Adnan Arhim Al-Qaisi, The Iragi Communist Party and its Role in the Iraqi National Movement (1949-
1958), Master's Thesis, College of Arts - University of Baghdad, 2010.

4. Sherifa Wury, The Korean Crisis (1950-1953) and Its Repercussions on US Policy in the Middle East, Master's
Thesis, Mohamed Boudiaf University - M'Sila, 2017.

5. Shaima Yasser Khudair Khalaf al-Amiri, Salam Adel and his political role in Iraq 1922-1963, Master's thesis,
College of Arts - University of Dhi Qar, 2012.

6. Ali Barzan Attar Al-Husseinawi, Ansar Movement in Iraq 1954-1963, Master's Thesis, College of Arts -

University of Dhi Qar, 2018.

232



\EAANATY () + V)l /5 yadd) laf s

7. Fatima Sadiq Abbas Al-Saadi, Saleh Jabr and his political role in Iraq until 1957, Master's thesis, College of
Education - Al-Mustansiriya University, 2006.

magazines

« Omar Muhammad al-Talib, Jamil al-Madfai and his role in Iragi political life 1890-1958, Journal of the College
of Political Science, Issue (16) 2007.

encyclopedias

* Hassan Latif Al-Zubaidi, Encyclopedia of Iraqi Parties, Al-Aref Foundation for Publications, Al-Najaf Al-Ashraf, 2007.
News Papers

1. Al-lkhlas newspaper (Baghdad).

2. Al-Qaed newspaper (secret).

3. The Iraqi Gazette (Baghdad).

4.The People's Way newspaper (Baghdad).

International Information Network (Internet)

* Rudaw's website https://www.rudaw.net.

233



