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The European Union... its origins and development
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Al-Mustansiriya University - College of Political Science

Abstract

The European Union represents the most amazing achievements that the
European continent has witnessed. It is a process of voluntary economic and
political integration and integration between the nation states in Europe. The
European Union began with six countries, and grew to (28) countries in 2013, as
the European Union was a coal and steel community and developed into an
economic and social union. Politically, European integration has also produced a
set of governing institutions at the European level with significant power over
many areas of public policy.

It is natural for the role of the European Union to develop on the international
scene to keep pace with the transformations that the integration process itself is
going through. This experience has reached the level of making it irreversible, for
the simple reason that the losses resulting from its decline or collapse are much
greater than any potential gains for parties that may seem Some of them are
conservative about their orientations, and this situation assumes that all parties
participating in it are keen on...Securing its success And its progress continues,
despite continuing disagreements over its direction and speed.

We can say that the European Union has succeeded in forming an economic
bloc From (27) countries, and With an area of more than (10) million square
kilometers, With a population of more than (446,828,803) million people,
according to statistics from the European Statistical Office (Eurostat) for the year
2023 AD (after Britain’s exit from the European Union On December 31, 2020 AD
It is considered the third largest population in the world after India and China, and
the third largest economic power after the United States and China.

From this standpoint, the Union has been trying since the beginning of its
establishment to have an active and influential role in international politics in a
way that is commensurate with its international standing and in accordance with
the developments of the current stage, especially after the process of integration
and assimilation reached an advanced level, in addition to the developments
witnessed in the international environment.

Keywords: European Union, European Community, integration, integration,
development.
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