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Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the EFL fourth-grade female students’ attitudes
toward the influence of reading comprehension strategies on students’ reading
competence. The participants were 41 female students from the Department of
English (Evening Studies) at the College of Education for Women, University
of Anbar. Out of the total number of participants, only 11 female students
participated in the pilot sample, the rest (30) students participated in the survey.
The design of the study is a survey study. A questionnaire was built to collect
the data for the study. The validity and the reliability of the questionnaire were
verified. The results revealed that the students have positive attitudes toward
the influence of reading comprehension strategies on students' reading
competence, the strategies help the students in skimming and scanning texts
helped them to quickly grasp the main ideas, also the note-taking strategy helps
the students to retain the important information, and finally, the majority of
the participants agree that the ""Repeated Reading strategy" contributes to a
better understanding over time.

Keywords: Reading comprehension strategies, EFL students, and Reading
competence.
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Exploring Reading Comprehension Strategies and Their Influence on EFL
Students’ Reading Competence

Statement of the Problem

The students aim at the school and university level is to gain
knowledge and increase their information. The major key to
achieve this aim is to understand and comprehend new
information. The researchers in this study notice that the students
do their best in studying the materials of their specialization, but
the outcomes do not meet their interest. To stand on the most
significant way to increase and develop the information and
knowledge is to comprehend it. In order to reach to the most
significant way to do so, the researcher reviewed the literature and
found that most recent and novice studies that focus on developing
knowledge such as Bogaert, et al. (2023); Bouknify (2023);
Fatmawan, et al. (2023); Yapp, et al. (2023); Dolba (2022); and
Nguyen (2022) found that reading comprehension strategy (RCS)
is the most significant method that enhance students' knowledge
and increase their information. To read a text in English language
at the level of university is not a difficult task for all the students
at the departments of English, but to read a text and inferred its
information is not an easy task. There are several purpose of
reading, at the university most students read for the purpose of
comprehension, to comprehend information to increase their
knowledge. To achieve this aim, it is important that students aware
of the reading comprehension strategies. It is worth to focus on

this area for its significant in facilitating the reading process and
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save the learners time. To this end, this study is an attempt to
investigate university students" attitudes toward using reading
comprehension strategies in learning.

The Aim

This study aims to reveal the EFL fourth-grade female students'
attitudes toward the influence of reading comprehension strategies
on students' reading competence.

The Question

To achieve the aim of the study, the researchers set the following
question "To what extent do fourth-grade female students' express
attitudes toward the influence of reading comprehension strategies
on students' reading competence?"

The Significance

To investigate the fourth-grade female students' attitudes toward
the influence of reading comprehension strategies has several
significance on the educational outcomes such as, when the
instructor understand the students' preferences s/he will tailor the
teaching methods to meet the students' interests. Furthermore,
understanding the reading comprehension strategies can be a good
motivator for the students to participate in reading activities.
Insights into female students' attitudes can reveal the students'
needs for further support. The outcomes of this study may shed the
light on the needs of integrating the reading comprehension

strategies in the instructional curriculum.
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The Variables
The independent variable is the reading comprehension
strategies, and the dependent variable is the academic
achievement.
The Limits
The outcome of this study is limited to:
1- Participants: The participants are from the 4" grade
(Evening Studies).
2- Spatial: The study was conducted at the Department of
English, College of Education for Women, University of
Anbar.
3- Instrument: A questionnaire was prepared to collect the
data.
4- Duration: This study was conducted during the first
semester of the academic year 2023-2024.
Literature Review

Reading comprehension is not a new pedagogical
technique, it is one most important feature of Grammar Translation
Method which emphasizes on reading a literature text and translate
it to a first language in order to comprehend it (Shawaqgfeh, et al.,
2024).

In the last few years, what makes a good reader has changed,
reading isn't just about reading and translating. Understanding a

text means knowing the meaning of the words, the situation it's
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about, and what the author is trying to say. This includes how the
words are used and how they are connected, as well as the overall
meaning and the situation it's written in. Students often make
mistakes when they have to answer questions that ask for more
than just facts (Anderson, 2002). They also have to understand
what the author is trying to say and make inferences. In simple
words, reading means understanding everything in the text, both
on the outside and inside. Moreover, teaching students how to read
well not only helps them do better on tests, but also helps them
succeed in real life when reading is important (Bouknify, 2023).

Understanding what you read is important for lots of jobs.
It's also important to mention that students who get better at
reading. Students who have practiced their abilities will do better
in their language classes. EFL students have to learn how to read
in class so they can learn new things. They also need to take a
specific test to continue studying at higher levels like graduate
school by getting better at reading, they will do better in all their
school subjects (Tovani, 2023).

Reading comprehension strategies have been explained in a
lot of ways. However, usually, these things are:(1)They all agreed
that good readers play an important role. (2) the importance of
doing intentional and planned activities while reading, and (3) the
goal to get better at understanding the text. Reading strategies are

ways to help understand what you're reading. They are planned
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and intentional ways to make sense of the text, and readers are
actively involved in using them (Afflerbach, et al., 2008).

Many different ways of understanding what you read have
been described. However, most experts agree on these key points:
(1) good readers play an active role, (2) it's important to have a
plan while reading, and (3) the goal is to understand the text better.
Basically, reading strategies are ways to understand what you read.
Readers use deliberate and planned methods to make sense of the
text. Readers are active and involved in this process (Bogaert, et
al., 2023).

Understanding what you read is very important for students
to do well in school and in their future jobs. Furthermore, if you
are not good at understanding what you read, it can have a bad
effect on how well you learn, how good you are at solving
problems, and your future in school and work. Reading
comprehension is when you understand and make sense of what
you read (Nanda and Azmy, 2020).

Students who are learning a new language, especially if it's
not their native language, don't always fully understand it. They
don't learn from the text directly, but they learn from using reading
strategies. The act of reading strategies were planned ways to help
the reader understand and interpret the text better. So, they are very
important for learning and getting better at reading by teaching and
practicing (Bouknify, 2023).
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Being able to read well is important for learning because it
helps you understand and learn about different things (Muhibbah,
2023). Acting out stories can help people understand real-life
situations better, especially challenges encountered in school or
daily life information about the environment is usually given in
written form (Erkek, 2022). Students need to be good at
understanding what they read. Understanding what you read helps
you figure out the different meanings of the writing (Subagio,
2023). To understand the text better, readers can think about what
they already know and use that to help them. Understanding what
you read needs a lot of focus. You have to carefully study, break
down, organize, and find the hidden message in the words.
Practicing reading and understanding will help students think and
solve problems better and learn new things (Mardiyanti et al.,
2022).

Reading competency means a student can read at the same
level as the state expects for their grade. Reading competency
means being able to understand and use information from books
and other written sources for different reasons. This is how the new
rules for education defines being good at reading and improving
college students' reading skills (Galiza, 2022)

Serious reading helps to turn people who just read into
people who are really involved in what they're reading. This can

lead to better academic, work, and personal lives. It is important
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to improve college students' reading skills in all programs because
it affects their grades and the economy's development. It also
affects whether a school succeeds or fails (Meniado, 2016).
Previous Related Studies

Ahmad and binti (2021) investigated the EFL students'
attitudes toward reading comprehension. The participants were 80
male and female school students. An interview and questionnaire
was used to collect the data (if the students' attitudes influenced
their reading comprehension). The results revealed that the
students' attitudes have low influence toward reading
comprehension.

Septianingsi and Atmanegara (2021) investigated students'
reading attitude and the factors that influence students' reading
comprehension. The participants were 118 school students. A
questionnaire and reading comprehension test were used to collect
the data. The results revealed that there was a low correlation
between reading attitude and reading comprehension.

Koc, et al. (2022) investigated the relation between school
students reading and reading comprehension levels. The
participants were 300 school students. an attitudinal questionnaire
and reading test were used to collect the data of the study. The
results revealed that there was a positive attitudes towards reading

and reading comprehension.
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Methodology
The Participants

The participants were 41 female students from the
Department of English (Evening Studies) at the College of
Education for Women, University of Anbar. The researchers
selected randomly 30 female students to represent the sample of
the study, and 11 students were selected to represent the pilot
sample.
The Design

The instrument of the study is a questionnaire, and the study
that collect its data via a questionnaire is a survey research design.
The Instrument

To collect the data, the researcher prepared a questionnaire.
the items of the questionnaire were elicit from the literature
review. The questionnaire's validity and reliability were verified.
Content and Face Validity

The questionnaire was given to a group of experts major in
the field of methodology, applied linguistics, and curriculum
designers to verify the content and face validity of the
questionnaire. The experts' recommendations and suggestions
were taken in consideration, about 7 items were omitted from the
guestionnaire, and the questionnaire final version consisted of 15
items only. Also, some modification have been done for the 15

items. All the experts agree that the questionnaire items are well
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formed to measure what is supposed to be measured, this achieve
the face validity of the instrument.
The Reliability

The reliability of the questionnaire was verified by using
Test-Retest Reliability. The questionnaire was administered to 11
female students. After 11 days, the researchers re-administer the
questionnaire to the same students. The Pearson correlation
coefficient was used to verify the correlation between the first and
the second students' responses. The result revealed that there is a
high correlation of 0.91 which indicates good test-retest reliability.
The Result

To answer the question of the study that states "To what
extent do fourth-grade female students' express attitudes toward
the influence of reading comprehension strategies on students'
reading competence?" frequencies and percentages were used.

Table 1 shows the results.
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Table 1: Frequencies and percentages of students' responses on

the Items of the questionnaire

No Item Agree Disagree Not Sure

F* P* F* P* F* P*

Skimming and Scanning texts has
1. ) o 26 | 86.67 | 3 [1000| 1 | 3.33
helped me quickly grasp the main ideas.

Utilizing "Prediction Techniques"
2. before reading enhances my 12 | 40.00 | 11 | 36.67 | 7 | 23.33

understanding of the text.

Actively "Summarizing" the main
3. points of a passage improves my 19 | 6334 | 8 | 26.33 | 3 | 10.00

comprehension.

"Questioning the Text" and generating
4, questions as | read helps me engage 20 | 66.67 | 7 | 23.33 | 3 | 10.00
with the material.

Making Connections to my own
5. | experiences or prior knowledge aidsin | 21 | 70.00 | 6 | 20.00 | 3 | 10.00

understanding the content.

Focusing on "Vocabulary in Context"
6. helps me decipher the meaning of 22 | 73.34| 5 | 16.66 | 3 | 10.00

unfamiliar words.

"Visualizing™ the events or concepts
7. described in the text enhances my 18 | 60.00 | 8 | 26.66 | 4 | 13.34

comprehension.

Using "Graphic Organizers" or charts
8. helps me organize information and 15 | 50.00 | 9 | 30.00 | 6 | 20.00
understand the structure of the text.

"Active Note-Taking" during reading
9. assists me in retaining important 24 18000 | 4 |1333| 2 | 6.67

information.
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10.

Applying "Inferential Reasoning" to
draw conclusions beyond the explicit

text improves my comprehension.

14

46.67

30.00

23.33

11.

"Repeated Reading" of challenging
passages contributes to better

understanding over time.

28

93.34

3.33

3.33

12.

"Peer Discussion™ of reading material
enhances my comprehension and critical

thinking.

18

60.00

23.34

16.66

13.

"Monitoring Comprehension™ by
checking my understanding as | read

helps maintain focus.

19

63.34

26.66

10.00

14.

Employing "Text Annotation™ or
highlighting key information aids in

comprehension.

15

50.00

20.00

30.00

15.

"Reflecting on the Author's Purpose”
and perspective contributes to a deeper

understanding of the text.

10

33.34

15

50.00

16.66

Table 1 shows that the students' have high positive attitudes

toward the influence of reading comprehension strategies on

students' reading competence. About 93.34 of the students agree

that "Repeated Reading" strategy can contribute to understand the

information over time. And about 86.67 of the students agree that

"Skimming and Scanning" strategy can help students to get the

main ideas quickly. In addition, about 80.00 students agree that

"Active Note-Taking" strategy can help students in retaining

important information. In other hand, about 50.00 of the students

do not agree that "Reflecting on the Author's Purpose" strategy can
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contributes comprehensive understanding. Also, about 23.33%
students are not sure if the "Prediction Techniques" strategy can
support understanding the information.

Discussion of the Results

The results revealed that the students have high positive
attitudes toward the influence of reading comprehension strategies
on students' reading competence, the direction of the influence is
that when the students awareness of reading comprehension
strategies increase the reading competence increase too. Most of
the students nominated “Repeated Reading” as the best reading
strategy that supports reading competence, as it is the closest
strategy that the students apply spontaneously while studying, so
it was the most likely to be nominated as the best among the
reading strategies.

Also, Also, a large percentage of students agreed that the
“Skimming and Scanning” strategy is one of the strategies that
support students’ reading competence because most students
during their studies look for a specific piece of information or an
important paragraph, which they use spontaneously, “Skimming

b

and Scanning,” which reduces time and effort while studying.
Answering questions or searching for information. This strategy
also helps in collecting the largest number of keywords for
information that helps in understanding a large part of the topic.

This strategy has been emphasized by many researchers and its
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importance in students’ understanding of information, including
the studies conducted by Azmi, et al. (2020); Rahmawati and
Fitriawati (2022); Fatmawan, et al. (2023); Siahaan and
Pangaribuan (2022); and Toshtanova (2023) which improve the
significance of “Skimming and Scanning" strategy in reading
comprehension.

The “Active Note-Taking” strategy is one of the closest
reading strategies used by most students interested in in-depth
study, which has an impact on preserving and retrieving
information over a long period. This strategy has received a high
level of positivity towards its use in reading competence. This
strategy includes combining writing, application, reading, and
using visual images to understand the information. This method
may take a long time to understand the information, but
understanding the information lasts for a long time and is useful in
building information. New development of student understanding.

On the other hand, approximately half of the students did
not agree that Reflecting on the Author's Purpose strategy can
support reading efficiency. This is due to the fact that using this
strategy is difficult for students because it requires time, effort, and
deep thinking that requires a broad scientific background for the
purpose of using this strategy. It may also be attributed to the fact
that the students did not use this strategy in the study, and their

nomination of it (their point of view towards it) was merely their
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appreciation that it might be useful in the students’ reading
competence. This strategy was investigated for its importance by
a small number of researchers during the past five years, including
Muhammad. Karima (2021), and Wales (2021).

In addition, the strategies of "Summarizing", "Vocabulary
in Context", "Visualizing", and "Peer Discussion” have been
proved to be helpful strategies to support students' reading
competence. This fact related to the significance of these strategies
have been emphasized by Ramirez-Avila and Barreiro (2021) and
Budianto, et al. (2022) who found that summarizing strategy can
improve reading comprehension; also Manihuruk (2020) and
Zhang and Zhang (2022) found that vocabulary in context strategy
enhanced reading comprehension; Damiri, et al. (2022) and
Damayanti, et al. (2022) found that Visualizing strategy develop
students' reading competence; and Den Besten (2021) and Tsuei,
et al. (2020) found that Peer Discussion reading strategy have

improved students' reading comprehension and competence.
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Conclusion

In light of the results of this study, it can be inferred that the
most used reading comprehension strategies (mentioned in the 15
items of the questionnaire) can help the students' reading
competence. The most recommended reading comprehension
strategies those strategies that are close to the students' favorite
and easy to be used in daily reading process.

Also, the students' attitudes toward the reading strategies
that are rare used during the reading, have gained low level due to
the either difficulty of use or unawareness of the steps of
implementing them.

The results inferred that the students have high level of
awareness of the reading comprehension strategies and their
significant in improving students' reading skills, proficiency, and
competence. The students” high level of attitudes toward the
reading comprehension strategies is good indicator of students”

ability of self-regulation.

YA | ¥ sl A



Sura Eed Ali & Prof. Dr. Ali Sabah Jameel

References

Afflerbach, P., Pearson, P. D., and Paris, S. G. (2008). Clarifying
differences between reading skills and reading strategies. Read.
Teach. 61, 364-373. doi: 10.1598/RT.61.5.1

Ahmad, N., & binti Yamat, H. (2021). Students’ attitudes and
perception of achievement in reading comprehension. Journal of
English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, 3(4), 47-56.
Anderson, N. J. (2002). The role of metacognition in second
language teaching and learning. Washington, DC: ERIC
Clearinghouse on Languages and Linguistics Center for Applied
Linguistics

Azmi, A., Yusra, K., & Arifuddin, A. (2020). The effect of skimming
and scanning strategies on students’ reading comprehension at
computer-based text. In 1st Annual Conference on Education and
Social Sciences (ACCESS 2019) (pp. 70-72). Atlantis Press.
Bogaert, R., Merchie, E., Rosseel, Y., & Van Keer, H. (2023).
Development of the reading comprehension strategies
guestionnaire  (RCSQ) for late elementary  school
students. Frontiers in Psychology, 13, 1016761.

Bouknify, M. (2023). Importance of metacognitive strategies in
enhancing reading comprehension skills. Journal of Education in
Black Sea Region, 8(2), 41-51.

Brilliananda, C. C., & Setiawan Edi Wibowo. (2023). Reading
Strategies for Post-Pandemic Students’ Reading Comprehension
Skills. International Journal of Elementary Education, 7(2), 328—
334. https://doi.org/10.23887/ijee.v7i2.59783

Y AR and e pas el aaadl | VY Y



Exploring Reading Comprehension Strategies and Their Influence on EFL
Students’ Reading Competence

Budianto, A., Setyosari, P., Kuswandi, D., & Ulfa, S. (2022).
Summaries writing to enhance reading comprehension:
Systematic literature review from 2014 to 2021. Eurasian Journal
of Applied Linguistics, 8(1), 149-161.

Damayanti, P. R., Fitriani, S. S., & Marhaban, S. (2020). The
Visualization Metacognitive Strategy To Improve Reading
Comprehension. English Education Journal, 11(4), 498-511.
Damiri, A., Hastomo, T., & Sari, Y. A. (2022). Visualization
Strategy: An Effective Strategy to Teach Reading to Middle School
Students. SELTICS, 1-8.

Den Besten, F. J. (2021). Students’ Metacognitive Knowledge
about the Use of Reading Strategies Trained by Peer-Led
Discussions (Master's thesis).

Dolba, S. Q., Gula, L. P., & Nunez, J. L. (2022). Reading teachers:
reading strategies employed in teaching reading in grade
school. Journal of Language and Literature Studies, 2(2), 62-74.
Erkek, G. (2022). Activity Suggestions to Develop Critical Reading
and Writing Skills. International Journal of Education and Literacy
Studies, 10(2), 65-70.

Fatmawan, A. R., Dewi, N. P. A., & Hita, I. P. A. D. (2023).
skimming and scanning technique: is it effective for improving
indonesian students’reading comprehension?. Edusaintek: Jurnal
Pendidikan, Sains Dan Teknologi, 10(3), 1181-1198.

Fatmawan, A. R., Dewi, N. P. A., & Hita, I. P. A. D. (2023).
skimming and scanning technique: is it effective for improving
indonesian students’reading comprehension?. Edusaintek: Jurnal
Pendidikan, Sains Dan Teknologi, 10(3), 1181-1198.

VAT | ¥ sl s



Sura Eed Ali & Prof. Dr. Ali Sabah Jameel

e Galiza, C. C. (2022). Reading competency and academic
performance of students. JETT, 13(1), 94-100.

e Koc, G. C,, Engin, G., & Yardim, T. (2022). The Relation between
Primary School Fourth Grade Students’ Attitudes towards Reading
and Reading Comprehension Levels. Journal of Language
Education and Research, 8(1), 136-165.

e Manihuruk, D. H. (2020). The correlation between EFL students’
vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension. Journal of
English Teaching, 6(1), 86-95.

e Mardiyanti, L., Hamdani Maula, L., Rizgia Amalia, A., Heryadi, D.,
& Ramdani, I. (2022). Upaya Peningkatan KemampuanMembaca
Pemahaman Menggunakan Media Big Book Sukuraga di
Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Basicedu, 6(4), 6387—6397.

e Meniado, J.C. (2016) Metacognitive Reading Strategies,
Motivation, and Reading Comprehension performance of Saudi
BFL Students. English Language Teaching 9(3), 117-119.

e Muhammad, A. & Karima, K. (2021). Reflective Reading Strategy
Training through Google Classroom: A Way for Enhancing EFL
Student Teachers' Analytic Writing and Reading Self-Regulation.
Fayoum University Journal of Educational and Psychological
Sciences, 15(13), 795-827.

e Muhibbah, L. (2023). Efektivitas Metode PQRST untuk
Meningkatkan Keterampilan Membaca Pemahaman Teks
Eksplanasi. Jurnal Didaktika Pendidikan Dasar, 7(1), 93-114.
https://doi.org/10.26811/didaktika.v7il.761

e Nanda, D. W., and Azmy, K. (2020). Poor reading comprehension
issue in EFL classroom among Indonesian secondary school

R YT AR and i pa Gl aaadl | VY €


https://doi.org/10.26811/didaktika.v7i1.761

Exploring Reading Comprehension Strategies and Their Influence on EFL
Students’ Reading Competence
students: scrutinizing the causes, impacts and possible solutions.
Englisia 8:12. doi: 10.22373/ej.v8i1.6771

e Nguyen, P. (2022). Teachers’ strategies in teaching reading
comprehension. International Journal of Language
Instruction, 1(1), 19-28.

e Oliver, J. J. (2023). Scenario planning: Reflecting on cases of
actionable knowledge. Futures & Foresight Science, 5(3-4), e164.

¢ Rahmawati, R., & Fitriawati, F. (2022). improving students reading
comprehension through scanning and skimming techniques for
students in SMA Muhammadiyah Tarakan. Borneo Journal of
English Language Education, 4(1).

e Ramirez-Avila, M. R., & Barreiro, J. P. (2021). The effect of
summarizing narrative texts to improve reading
comprehension. Journal of Foreign Language Teaching and
Learning, 6(2), 94-110.

e Septianingsi, P., & Atmanegara, Y. (2021). the influence of english
reading attitude on students’reading comprehension. Didascein:
Journal of English Education, 2(2), 116-124.

e Shawaqgfeh, A. T., Jameel, A. S., Al-adwan, L. A. Y., &
Khasawneh, M. A. S. (2024). Interaction as a Mechanism to
Enhance English Language Proficiency in the Classroom. Journal
of Language Teaching and Research, 15(1), 229-234.

e Siahaan, D. G., & Pangaribuan, M. (2022). the effect of using
skimming and scanning on the students’ability in reading
comprehension at grade X in SMA Kampus Nommensen

Pematangsiantar. Jurnal Edulanguage, 8(1), 28-36.

Vio | ¥ sl ddas



Sura Eed Ali & Prof. Dr. Ali Sabah Jameel

e Subagio, S. J. dan F. M. (2023). Penerapan Strategi Directed
Reading Thinking Activity (DRTA) Untuk Meningkatkan
Keterampilan Membaca Pemahaman Tema Berbagai Pekerjaan
Siswa Kelas Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan Guru
Sekolah Dasar, 3(3), 1-7. https://doi.org/10.31004/joe.v5i4.2097.

e Toshtanova, M. (2023). Reading strategies previewing skimming
and scanning. International Bulletin of Applied Science and
Technology, 3(6), 796-799.

e Tovani, C. (2023). Do | really have to teach reading?: Content
comprehension, grades 6-12. Routledge.

e Tsuei, M., Cheng, S. F., & Huang, H. W. (2020). The effects of a
peer-tutoring strategy on children’s e-book reading
comprehension. South African Journal of Education, 40(2), 1-12.

e Wales, T. (2021). The view from within: A personal reflection on
library strategy development in three academic libraries.
In Positioning the Academic Library within the University (pp. 234-
248). Routledge.

e Yapp, D., de Graaff, R., & van den Bergh, H. (2023). Effects of
reading strategy instruction in English as a second language on
students’ academic reading comprehension. Language Teaching
Research, 27(6), 1456-1479.

e Zhang, S., & Zhang, X. (2022). The relationship between
vocabulary knowledge and L2 reading/listening comprehension: A

meta-analysis. Language Teaching Research, 26(4), 696-725.

i YT ARl sl e e pald) daadl | VY


https://doi.org/10.31004/joe.v5i4.2097

