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Abstract: 
     The phenomenon of rapid random growth represents one of the most prominent 
problems that most Iraqi cities suffer from, including the city of Afak, which led to the 
expansion of the city in directions that may not be suitable for the expansion of the city. 
Hence the idea of the research to reorient the city's growth according to the planning 
criteria by highlighting the morphological stages of the city's growth and suggesting 
appropriate spatial directions for the city's expansion in the target year. In addition to 
studying the housing deficit problem that has emerged recently as a result of the 
exceptional demographic situation that the city is experiencing, which has led to an 
increase in the demand for housing to an extent that 
it, which indicates an exacerbation of the expected housing deficit problem in the target 
year due to the widening difference between population growth and growth. Residential.      
Keywords: urban expansion, urban growth, housing deficit.                                                                                                        
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