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Political alienation and its relationship to youth reluctance to
participate in elections

Assist. Lecturer: Doaa Maher Faisal

Al-Mustansiriyah University/College of Political Sciences
duaa.maher95@uomustansiriyah.edu.ig

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to identify the phenomenon of political
alienation in general and its relationship to youth reluctance to participate in
elections in particular, taking the Iragi elections in 2021 as an example, and
then to investigate the relationship that exists between political alienation and
reluctance. The researcher conducted a questionnaire on a sample of young
people in order to find out the reasons for abstaining from elections and ways
to address it.

First and foremost, the research dealt with political alienation and its
dimensions, then it shed light on the pioneers of alienation in modern Western
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political thought, and the relationship of alienation to the reluctance of young
people to participate in elections. It has been shown that the low participation
rates in the 2021 Iraqgi parliamentary elections can be strongly justified by the
presence of political alienation among young people.

The research concluded with our findings and recommendations.
Keywords: Political Alienation, Youth Reluctance, Participation, Elections,
Iraq
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