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Protests in Turkey in 2013
and Its Impact on Turkish — European Relations

D Loﬁnvw 0. Mabmood Alow-y
Regional Studies Conter/ University of Mosd

Abstract

This paper deals with the protests that took place in Turkey in June
2013 following the government's determination to develop the Gezi park
near Taksim Square and setting up a business and building a military
barracks dating back to the Ottoman era. Initially led the activists in the
field of environmental protests and then evolved to include Turkish
opposition and widened in many provinces of Turkey. The Turkish
government faced these protests and used water cannons and tear gas,
prompting a lot of international reactions, particularly in the European
Union, which condemned the government's practices against the
demonstrations and called for calm and restraint, which ultimately led to
strained relations between Turkey and the European Union and
postponed accession negotiations six months.
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