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beginning of'the third century BC were
those of goodwill and alliance. The
historical conditions imposed on the
two sides to become closer to each oth-
er to fight their mutual enemies/but the
end of the dangers that were threaten-
ing the two parties pushed them to be
fully free to follow their expansionist
projectsl which led them to collide in
a fierce war. It was inevitable that the
war should end in the triumph of one of
them and remove the other out of exist-
ence and this was the fate of Carthage.
The Roman— Carthaginian conflict
had begun as acommercial struggle'but
developed later to take military dimen-
sions. The first contact between the
two parties was when the Romans oc-
cupied the island of Sicily in 264 BC.
The Carthaginians considered that oc-
cupation as a direct encroachment on
their economic and political interests!
and that date was the start of the first
war between them which continued
to the year 241 BC. In the Punic wars/

the two sides fought a series of land

and sea battles. Some of them were

decisivel while others stayed without
conclusive results but the majority of
the decisive battles were in Romans’
favorl especially the land battles. The
results of the navy battles were often in
Carthaginians’ favor because most of
their forces were naval unlike the Ro-
mans/whose active troops were ground

ones.
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herself into the fire so as not to give in
to the Romans. The Roman historians
stated that Hasdrubal had surrendered
to the commander Scipio who showed
him in front of the Carthaginian sol-
diers including his wife and his sons.
His wife cursed him before her deathl
and set fire to the temple and shouted
to Scipio: “Never forget to reward
this cowardly traitorl who betrayed his
country and his gods and his wife and
children” then she killed her sons and
cast herself into the fire. 1)

Thus ended the Phoenician city that
rose in North Africa as a great power
at the political military and economic
levels in a very cruel unprecedented
manner at the hands of Rome in order
to remove a business competitor out of
its way to become the undisputed mas-

ter of the Mediterranean basin.
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Conclusion

The Canaan city of Carthage had
been founded by the Canaan mer-
chants and sailors. It was located in Tu-
nisia during 9th century BC. This city
was so small and peripheral having a
little population/until the struggle with
Greece it had been escalating. Thenl
it got bigger and initiated the com-
mercial activities towards West and
among the Italian tribes and people.
This commercial activity was intend-
ed to deprive the Canaan from trading
with Sicily and the tribes alongside the
southern parts of Italy.

This prompted Carthage in the
sixth century BC to make an alliance
with the Etruscans to expel the Greeks
from the island of Sicily and the elimi-
nate piracy from the western half ofthe
Mediterranean Sed something which
led to the first and the second Punic
Wars between the Greek cities and
Carthage.

The relations between Rome and

Carthage in the fourth century and the
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delegation of senators led by Katolone
of the strongest enemies of Carthage
who sought to destroy it. Therefore
his decision came in favor of Masin-
isa. The Carthaginians objected his
decision. When he returned to Romeit
was said he was carrying in his pocket
African figs which he threw in front of
the Senate that found them delicious.
He cried out that the land which pro-
duced these fruits was within three
days distance from Rome. He always
called for the destruction of Carthagel
and was able to convince the Roman
Senate of his opinion. So the Romans
decided to destroy Carthage and re-
moved it from existence'and looked for
opportunities to do so. An opportunity
was made available when Carthage
defended itself against the Algerian
King Masinisa’s attacks. So Rome
prepared a major campaign to occupy
Carthage and destroy it. Carthage tried
its best to persuade Rome to change its
intentions by giving up some of its ter-

ritory to Romel and executing its ene-

mies/but Rome had decided to destroy

Carthage. There was no alternative
for Carthage but to defend itself and it
sought to prepare forit.((1))

The Romans besieged Carthage for
three years (149-146BC.) and finally
the Romans were able to enter it Con-
sul Scipio Aemilianus gave his orders
that the city should be burned so the
houses fell down on the heads of their
inhabitants. The processes of burning
murdering and destruction continued
for six days and on the seventh about
50 thousand citizens who were trapped
in the Carthaginian Hill of Persal sur-
rendered. As to Hasdrubal'the popular
leader! who was defending the cityl he
resorted to Ashmoun Temple with his
family and some of his soldiers| turn-
ing it into a well-fortified stronghold
but the Roman soldiers stormed the
templel and Hasdrubal was killed. His
wife killed her children and then threw
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notwork'so he fled to the island of Crete
and on to King Petheina in Asia Minor
where he continued to encourage him
to follow armament and an anti- Ro-
man policy. He helped him to achieve
victory over his enemy the king of
Pergamon. He went laterl to Armenia
and he had correspondence from there!
with the enemies of Rome to incite
them against Rome. When he felt that
the King of Bithynia intended to hand
him over to Rome in 182 BC he drank
poisonlsaying (I am saving Rome from
its fears of me by my death).(1)).
Carthage was able to build itself
after the military defeat and regain
its maritime and economic activities.
The Romans were afraid of that rap-
id growthl therefore they watched it
closely and encouraged their ally Mas-
inisa to occupy its territory under the
pretext that it was the property of his
father who had an ambition to form a

strong state and extend its limits to in-
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clude Carthage. At that time Carthage
was under the yoke of the Treaty of 201
BCin which Carthage had pledged not
to launch any war without the Ro-
man agreement. In all aggressions
on Carthage by Masinisal Rome took
side with Masinisal though that policy
changed a little after the end of Rome’s
wars in Macedonia and became more
balanced between the two sides. ((2))
Carthagel after the Roman policy
of siding with Masinisa started to arm
itself secretly to face any threat to its
entityl but that secrecy was over after
the ascendance of the popular parties
to power. The enthusiasm of their
leaders drove them to arm openly in
violation of the 201 BC treaty. In the
meantime Spain revolted against the
Romans who were obliged to make
truce with Masinisa which started
again to attack Carthage that com-

plained this to Rome. The latter sent a
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feat of Carthage in 150 BC. This deed
aroused Rome’s angerfas Carthage vio-
lated the terms of the peace treaty (201
BC) which stipulated that Carthage
should not wage war without Rome’s
consent. Thus Carthage’s deed was
considered a breach of the terms of the
Treaty ((1)).

Rome almost terminated the
Carthaginians. Those who remained
alive were only five thousands out of
the population' who were 500000 in to-
tal number. The survivors were taken
slaves and the entire city was burned
the land was furrowed and curses were
inflicted in a terrible religious cere-
monyl on those who might think of re-
building it. (2).

Hannibal fled to Minor Asia and
sought refuge with Seleucid King An-
tiochus/ but the latter on making peace
with Romel pledged to deliver Hanni-

bal to Rome. Therefore Hannibal was
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arrested in Bithynia city by its king

and then was sent to Rome. Hannibal
was carrying with him for long a ring
of poison to use in need and he killed
himselfin 183 BC. Carthage fell in 146
BC and the province was changed to a
new statelnamed (the State of Africa);
Utica became the headquarter of the

governor of the state(3)).

The 3rd War of Pune (149-146
BO):

After the defeat in the Great War
in Zama Canaan started to recaptur-
ing and restoring their dominance.
Within less than a half centuryl Canaan
regained their commercial influence
as the life flourished and their cities
became threads to the interests of Ro-
mans.

Hannibal in 195 BCl fled to Tyre
city in Syria and tried to incite the Se-
leucid King Antiochus III (223-187

BC) to fight against Rome! but that did
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Italy and Spain through the southern
parts of Gaul by holding friendship
agreements with ancient African cities|
then Gaul (Current France) was turned
to a Roman province ((1)).

As to Carthage after the second
Punic War a group of aristocrats led
by Hannibal seized power in it and
sought to keep peace with the Romans
on the one hand and the recovery of
Carthage’s economy on the other hand
so they succeeded within a period of
time in the restoration of Carthage as
the largest commercial center in the
Western Mediterranean Sead which
enabled it after three years to pay
Rome all its remaining compensations
and also present a donation of a large
amount of silver to Rome.(2) But this
increased Rome’s fear of the recovery
of Carthage’s economic status/ which
might make it capable of regaining

its political status. Thereforel it waited

Tooa, gl g ) daae sl son ()
AN YAY o) s lls sl ¢ a5 s (Y)

.'//E 3, &;};ﬂ’/&

LCNENRAEL 5315

The Dispute between the two Banks of The
Mediterranean From 264-146 BC

for some opportunities in order to drag
Carthage to a third warland it made use
of Masinisa’s king Rome’s ally! in or-
der to draw Carthage to the war. Mas-
inisa managed indeed to occupy some
Carthaginian territoryl so Carthage
asked Rome to intervene in this case.
The Roman Senate sent a delegation
led by Katol who was well known for
his hatred of Carthagel The delegation
presented its report which called upon
Carthage to give up Tripoli to Masini-
sa and pay an indemnity to him. This
aroused the anger of the Carthaginian
public((3)).

Masinisa continued to intervene in
Carthage’s internal affairs as the Dem-
ocratic Party seized power in Carthagel
which dismissed a number of mem-
bers who were seeking to make peace
with Masinisa. The latter interfered to
bring them back. Carthage was forced
to send an unorganized army to fight

Masinisa. The outcome was the de-
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Romansin 205 BC((1)).
The terms of peace were as fol-
lows:

Carthage would evacuate Spain.

— Carthage should reduce its fleet
ships to twenty.

Carthage should pay a penalty of
10000 Talents of silver in installments
for aperiod of fifty years.

4- Carthage should deliver all its
ships and their counterparts.

5- Carthage should abide by not
to fight any war in Africa or outside it
without

Rome’s consent.

6— Carthage should give up all the
territories' which belonged to Masinisa
the

king of Numidia (current Alge-
ria). ((2))

Eventually Rome became the un-

disputed master of western Mediterra-
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Basin. Sibiu who became First
Commander in Rome was granted the
title of

“The African” ((3)).

The Consequences of the 2nd Punic
war between Canaan & Romans

The main measure taken by Ro-
mans was regulating and administra-
tively dividing the newly taken terri-
tories

For Sicilylitbecame a province with
a military leader managing the admin-
istrative matters. He was appointed by
adecree issued from a judge.

Sardinia and Corsica were put un-
der the direct control of Rome.

Spain was divided into two parts:
Near Spain/ for which Rome appointed
a praetor annually and Distant Spain.
Of the praetors were Porcius Cato and
Smbodenius Kracos. Rome was able/in

188 BClto ensure a land route between
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Cornelius Sibiu (Cornelius Scipio) led
a strong army to stop the advance of
Hzdrobal (Hannibal’s brother) in 208
BC. Hzdrobal tried to advance to join
Hannibal’s army but the Roman com-
mander Sibiu managed to defeathimin
the south of the Alps Mountains. Han-
nibal did not know about the advance
of his brother until the Romans threw
his head in his camp. The Roman com-
mander continued his control over
Spain in the year 203 BC ((1)).

Sibiu returned to Rome and was
elected as a consul for the following
year and was granted the right for the
invasion of Africa despite the opposi-
tion of the Senate because of the col-
lapse of the Roman economy! but the
latter with the help of the aristocrats
who presented financial contributions
to the leaders/began to launch a direct
strike to Carthage. He sent his army to
Africadmaking Utica a base for his mil-

itary campaign against Carthagel and
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he was joined by the king of Numidia
(the current island of Masinisa). Sibiu
faced a stiff resistance in North Africa
by the Carthaginians. So he resorted to
the reconciliation trickl and once the
Carthaginians swallowed the baif he
butchered their army. Then he started
to destroy Bagradas Valleylthe agricul-
tural center of Carthage. The Senate
sent to Sibiu a message to discuss the
terms of peacel and at the same time
sent messengers as the Roman line of
defense was shifted to Apulia and La-
conia limits' so Hannibal finallyl found
himself surrounded in southern Italy.
Then the Roman forces were sent to
make a treaty with the population of
the ancient island of (Sekol) who hated
Greecdl to enter Syracuse but they con-
trolled the cityl only after a siege that
lasted two years. The Romans made a
terrible massacre and looted the city.
In Greecel the Romans achieved a ma-
jor victory on the Macedonian Philips|
Hannibal’s ally (The First Macedonian
War). A peace treaty was held with the
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niballand Syracuse'whose king Hero I1
an ally of Rome died and was succeed-
ed by his grandson on the throneljoined
Hannibal in 214 BC ((1)).

In Spain the Carthaginian army
led by Hzdrobal shattered two Roman
armies one led by Publius and the
other by Senyos Siewn. At the same
time Hannibal launched an attack on
Latium and arrived at Rome/near Bab
Kollin and announced the first cry of
freedom for this cityl while the Roman
states found themselves nearing col-
lapse ((2)).

As to Rome after (211 BC.) it
managed to organize an army with
special 18 divisionsl and recruited
8000 slave volunteers' divided into
two divisions. It also followed Fabius
Maximus’ policy of procrastination as
a model. It followed a kind of policy
contrary to Hannibal’s which aimed

at destroying the Italian alliances.
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Rome also sought to isolate Hanni-

bal’s army by preventing the arrival
of reinforcements to it from Carthage.
Thereforel this new policy was reflect-
ed on Rome’s economy during the first
years but the Romans succeeded in
fortifying their positions in the penin-
sulal along the course of Liéres Riverl
then moved forward toward the depth
of Kmbayna and Samniuml and this
enabled the Roman army to recover
Capua cityl butchered its peoplel sold
the living as slaves and established
colonies appointing Roman rulers on
what remained of people ((3)).

The control of Capua meant the
control of the main base taken by Han-
nibal to finance his army. Then Rome
managed to recover Syracuse and a
group of other cities in Southern Italy!
which Rome considered as parts of its
properties.

In Spain/the Roman commander
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fighting Hannibal whereas the second
went through Sicily which was regard-
ed akey step towards Africa

but the Carthaginian commander
Hannibal surprised the Roman leaders
by a new military tactics as he man-
aged within five months to cross Pyre-
nees Mountains in northern Spain and
the Rhone River subjecting the tribes
dwelling there especially Gaul tribes|
then he crossed Alps Mountains after
losing three-quarters of his armyl but
he boosted this lack of men by sub-
duing the tribes on his way forcing or
bribing them to join his army. Thus he
appeared in the northern part of the Po
River Basinlthreatening Italy.. ((1))

Hannibal clashed with the Roman
army in two battles: Trcinus and Tre-
bid in which he was able to defeat the
Roman army and control Central Italy
after he overturned the sites occupied
by his enemy in the mountainous ar-

eas. He was able to cross the marshy
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areas in four days avoiding controlling
Tuscany in order to surprise the rear of
the Roman army. The Roman leader
Vlaminius attacked the enemyl but he
fell into Hannibal’s trap in the strait
between the lake Trasimene and the
mountains surrounding it.. ((2))

Hannibal proceeded to tear apart
the Roman alliances as he marched
along the Adriatic coast and then
moved to Lucania via Samntoml and
from there to Campania declaring him-
self as a rescuer of the Italian peoples
from the Roman yoke.((3))

The outcome of the Battle of Can-
naewasreflected onbothsides. Rome’s
allies in the south lost their confidence
in it and they were encouraged to rec-
oncile with Hannibal. Sol Rome lost
Southern Italylexcept for some Roman
and Athenian colonies. Capua joined
Hannibal in 215 BC! Philip VIKing of

Macedonia signed a treaty with Han-
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jected Iberia Mountains and recruited
mercenaries whose number reached to
150 thousand fighters. But Hamilcar’s
life ended in one of the battles in Spain.
His son in law Hzdrobal (228-221 BC
M.) was obliged to continue fighting
and open new areas in Spain until he
reached the (Ebro River). ThenHamil-
car’s son (Hannibal) (221-218 BC)
took command of the army and broad-
ened the limits of Carthage beyond the
Tagus River.((1))

Here rose Hannibal’s military
personality in facing Rome. His mil-
itary efficiency and his knowledge of
ancient military planning enabled him
to lead Carthage in Spain/while he was
still 26 years old. He was able to win
the loyalty of the provinces of merce-
naries with the autonomous passions.
The Punic (Phoenician) War took a
large portion of his life. He obliged

the Romans to call the war against
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Hannibal as the Roman-Phoenician

Conflict.((2)) These Carthaginian ac-
tions did not pass unnoticed by Rome
and Carthage’s foreign policy in Spain
put Rome in a difficult position. Thus
Rome made alliances with the Span-
ish provinces to counter the Carthag-
inian influence in the region but these
alliances did not stop Hannibal after
commanding the army in Spain/ from
besieging and occupying Sagntom in
219 BC. Then Rome sent a delegation
to Carthagel asking it not to recognize
Hannibal and his actions in Spainl but
Carthage refused this demand which
pushed Rome to declare war against

Carthage in 218BC.

The 2nd War of Pune

For the preparing of the great ma-
rine warl Romans prepared themselves
to make their ways towards two direc-
tions. Theirarmy had been divided into

two halves the first headed to Spain for
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managed to cut the Gaul’s way of es-
cape and exterminated them in the city
of Telamun and established Roman
colonies in the regionl to impose its
control over the regionl also to secure
the transport routesand create the great
road heading northl called Via Flamin-
1a.((1))

The Romans escalated its repres-
sion policy against the Gaul: some Ro-
man aristocrats requested the Senate to
present the Gaul as human sacrifice to
the Roman gods.(. ((2

As to Carthagel it suffered from
several problems after losing the war.
It was incumbent on them to pay the
mercenary soldiers returning from
Sicily. These mercenaries rebelled
joined by some native citizensl those
under the aristocrats’ control and the
slaves at farms'who were about 100000
men in number. They aroused distur-

bances controlled some districts and
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surrounded Carthage itself. In Barqga
they cut off the hands of the rich' who
supported Carthagel and sent them to
Carthage. Some leaders of rebels rose
to prominence like Matos and Abdul
Spandios.((3))

After Carthage had lost the warl it
also lost colonies especially Sardinia
and Corsicalin addition to the problem
of mercenaries. Carthage tried to find
a new area of influence to finance its
foreign policy and solve the internal
crisis. Hence its sights were drawn
towards Spain as an area of new in-
fluence well known for its rich mines.
Therefore Hamilcar sought to exploit
them in order to provide the necessary
wealth on the one hand and to make use
of the Spanish tribes| after subjecting
them/in fighting Rome.((4)).

Hamilcar began organizing a new
base in Spain after dominating the

mines of Serranivada. He also sub-
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mans and Canaan after the 1st war of
Pune.

Rome wanted to adopt a new strat-
egy of openness and dominance on
most of the important lands and mar-
itime regions particularly after the 1st
Punic war. Illyria was the first step of
this expansion policy (1)).

[llyria seized control on trade in the
Adriatic Seal especially after Carthage
had lost war and the subsequent col-
lapse of the Carthaginian commercial
lawl It imposed its conditions on the
Italian traders and had an alliance with
the Macedonians'so the Roman Senate
(Snato) sent messengers warning them
of piracylbut Illyria responded by kill-

ing these messengers. This deed drove

(1) include Department of Yugoslavia and
present Albania, which involve the cur-
rent Belgrade, which includes one of the
sections of Byzantine Empire, later any-
one from the boroughs that divided by
Dkulaidjnos (284-305 BC) was the capi-
tal Sarmeum.bsl ) sile ZGl ae aes k)
Aelbll Haill jla ;o aldll) Jawdl Hpaall 3
370=,1¢,(1972

Rome to send a large military cam-

paign to Illyriawhich defeated the Illy-
rians. Hence/Rome got footholds in the
Adriatic Sed especially on the eastern
beachesland considered itaRomansea.
[llyrian governors loyal to Rome were
appointed but these actions displeased
Macedonia; therefore! it sought to in-
cite an Illyrian governorl Demetrius
the ruler of Pharos/to challenge Rome.
So he attacked the Illyrian states loyal
to Rome. In its turn' Rome sent anoth-
er military campaign and defeated the
Illyrian states that rebelled against its
authority in 219 BC.((2)))

Rome directed its policy towards
the province of Etruria especially after
Gaul had attacked the Italian peninsu-
lal because of Rome’s distribution of
land to the settlers in 233 BClso Rome
was able in 225 BC to direct a military
strike against Gaul centers in Etrurial
and subjected a number of Gaul cities

in Po Valley. Another Roman army
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to defeat the Roman fleet on its way
to Italyl destroy the rest of the Roman
army and capture the Roman consul
himself((1)).

The third phase was between (254 -
249 BC) when the Romans achieved
victories in Sicily and took control of
the city of Panormus. But on the oth-
er sidelthe Carthaginians responded to
those Romanian victories by defeating
the Roman fleet' led by P. Claudius in
anaval battle near Drepana in Western
Sicily in 249 BC.

The fourth phase was after the Ro-
mans’ loss of one fleet at war and an-
other fleet by a whirlwind in the sed so
they focused on expelling the Carthag-
inians from Hagllia but Hamilcar the
Carthaginian commander resisted all
the Roman attempts. In the end the
Roman fleet was able to defeat the
Carthaginian army at Aegates Island

in 242 BC. According to this victory
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Carthage asked for peace and pledged
in a treaty between the two sides to im-
plement the following items:

Carthage would evacuate Sicily
and the group of islands near it.

2— Carthage would pay an indem-
nity of 3200 Talents of silver in yearly

installments for 20 years.

3 - The two parties vow not to at-
tack an ally of the other party.

4— Carthage would set free the Ro-

man prisoners of war.(2))

From the terms of this treatyl one
can conclude that the political balance
tipped to Rome’s side as Carthage
evacuated the island of Sicily and all
the islands near it. Therefore Rome
emerged as a political militaryl and
commercial power at the expense of

Carthage.

The Political Situations for the Ro-
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to ask Rome’s help based on the per-
sonal interests of each side. Carthage
was concerned with the elimination
of piracy. Carthage’s garrison city
of Messina was responsible for that
dutyl especially after the destruction
of the city of Sour. Carthage became
the guardian state of maritime law in
the Mediterranean. At the same timel
Rome had provided military assis-
tance to express its goodwill but the
immediate goal was that Rome feared
Carthage’s control on Messina straif
which might threaten Southern Italy.
Despite the Senate’s refusal the Cen-
tennial Council agreed on the decision
to send the army to (Messina). Conse-
quently'Rome found an opportunity to
intervene in the sea affairsl and come
in direct friction with Carthage in the
reign of the military Roman consul
(IPOs Klorion).

The war between Rome and
Carthage began in 264BC. It took
many facets and phases. The first

phase was that between (263-256).

Rome sent an army to Sicily to harass

Hero and this campaign succeeded in
its mission; Hero surrendered to Romel
which imposed its conditions on him.
These conditions stipulated Syracuse
would be (Rome’s ally for fifteen
years and pay war compensations of
one hundred Talents). Rome and Syr-
acuse took over the city of Agrigentum!
which was under the authority of the
Carthaginians.((1)).

Rome decided to build a fleet
similar to the Carthaginians’ to face
Carthage at sead and it managed to do
so between the years (260-255BC.).
The second phase of the war was
when Rome made a crushing victory
on the Carthaginian fleet at the city of
Mylae. After this victoryl the Roman
commander of the fleet (Gaius Duil-
ius) was able to send a fleet led by
(Lucius Scipio) to occupy Corsica and
destroy Sardinia. But the Carthaginian

fleet was able by a military maneuver

AYoa, sl mls) 2l (1)
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The political and military conflict
began after the union of Italian Penin-
sulal for the Greek colonies/ scattered
along the coast which used to exercise
its business under the sovereignty of
Carthagel now Rome became respon-
sible for the protection of those cities
such as Tarntom # and its trade against
the Carthaginian closed-door policy.
Carthage considered Rome a new
force threatening its interests in Sicily

and on the sea.((1)).

The 1st war of Pune

The reason

The main reason of the dispute be-
tween Canaan and Romans is Sicily
which was regarded as an essential
part of Italy. A good relationship be-
tween Sicily had been developed after
the invasion of Romans in the southern

parts of Italy ((2))

(1) Region, lies on the west coast of the Bal-
kan Peninsula. Seedles Vease 5 se:
. 2770= sl

F,AJEBRHJBQLA)JM@JELJ Jdaaddl ;i’g;‘)'.'g Q)

.'//E 3, &;};ﬂ’/&

LCNENRAEL 5315

The Dispute between the two Banks of The
Mediterranean From 264-146 BC

During this stage Sicily was po-
litically divided into two sections| the
eastern under the control of Syracuse
and its king (Hero) and the western —
under the control of Carthage. At that
time Rome was busy in wars against
the city of Epirus and its king Pyrrhus
of Epirus. A group of Campanian mer-
cenaries seized control on the city of
Messenia in Sicily((3)). These Cmpa-
nians called themselves Mamertines
((sons of god Mars)). King Saramosah
killed the men of the city of (Messina)
looted their propertyl possessed their
women and wealthl and expanded his
control over the northern part of the is-
land for a few years.

In the year 26 5 BC/King of Syr-
acuse (Hero II) marched to the Cam-
panians and put pressure on them be-
cause they cut off the trade route of
Syracusel prompting some of them to

seek Carthage’s help and some others
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from the native classes and the volun-
teers and recruits from the semi barbar-
ic peoples (LeforSilfand Samnit). The
leadership was from the Carthaginian
knights. These divisions included a
group of war elephants. The marine
was highly efficient as the Carthagin-
ians were the first to build huge ships
with five rows of oars (Panthers) wider

and faster than the Greek triple ((1)).

2.2. The Wars and Political Com-
petition between Canaan & Romans

The long period of mutual un-
derstanding and friendship between
Rome and Canaan depending on the
economic exchanging and their de-
sire of fighting their common enemy
“Greece had been vanished after the
domince of Romans and their defeat of
Greece.

The friendly political relations

began in the mid-sixth centuryl as

J\J’Q)ﬁ)w\QMl,wM\ﬁ\ ,osiac (V)
Alga )V AAY (el dcagil)

Carthaginians and Etruscans became

allied to expel the Greeks from the
island of Corsica and to eliminate the
pirates from the western half of the
Mediterranean Sea. The first alliance
between Rome and Carthage was
held in 348 BC to regulate trade and
political relations between the two
sides. The terms of this alliance show
that Carthage had the freedom to have
business with the Italian Coasts| Spainl
and Gaul. So this alliance reflects
Carthage’s complete naval supremacy
so that the conditions were imposed
on Rome and its naval trade/and on its
foreign policyl particularly on its ex-

pansion in the sea zone.((2))

(2) Greek city, founded in about 733 BC, on
the east coast of Sicilia, its size and im-
portance has given the leadership role of
the Greek cities in Sicilia and played an
important role in the conflict with Rome
and Carthage, it became the capital of Ro-
mania Sicilia in the third century BC See:
s Osd A Y e suge t Jlils S
2z, (1990 « il daa 5l o salall s alany)
348=
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which had no effective decision. Final-
lyl there was a Cenato Council which
was composed of some characters
from prominent leaders. There were
also two committees whose mem-
bers were elected nominally by the
Council of Cenato easy to control: the
Committee of (104(members and the
Committee of (30) members. These
two committees represented the truth
of the oligarchic rule. The members
of the two committees were of the rich
and powerful. They did not report the
news to their allies and their fellows in
citizenshiplonly to the minimum. They
did not consult themland they followed
methods and plans by which they sub-
jected the interests of Carthage for the
private interests of their sect. They be-
lieved that the marine sovereignty of
their country was bound to be part of
the nature of their political and eco-

nomic system. ((1))
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Carthage seized control on the
western part of the Mediterranean.
It also secured for itself a foothold in
Sardinia and Sicilyl but the Carthag-
inians reached in their trade to the
Atlantic Ocean. They established for
themselves important centers in Cadiz
beyond the Pillars of Hercules (con-
fronting Gibraltar. ((2))

Carthagehadaportoftwobasins—
the external was dedicated to trade and
as docks for commercial ships and in-
ternal which received (220) warships.
It also contained a number of ware-
houses and arsenals and houses with
floors that led to the shops and stores.
The city was encircled by a strong
wall. Its population was about (700)
thousand peoplel which was exagger-
ated ((3)) to defend itself. Carthage es-
tablished a strong army consisting of a
number of military divisions (legions)

which were (Lomid Libyan) recruited
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over the Italian states and unite them
under the name (Roman state)((1))
which included a part of the peninsulal
which was located to the southern line
extending from Pisa to Ancona. Be-
yond this line! Liguria and Gaul were
located which Rome later included
to its ownl In this wayl Rome included
the bulk of southern Etruria | Latium
and Kmbaneh in the west and the pre-
vious areas of Llacuaa and Alhrnesa
and Sabian in central Picenum and
at least some part of it. The number
of population at that time was about
300.000 persons socially divided into
Roman citizens (Civis Romani) and
Municipa who were the citizens of the
areas which were granted some rights
of citizenship such as Keira and the al-
lies (Socii). Rome followed a policy of
isolation among their nationals/linking
them inextricably to itand giving them

a measure of autonomy and control

(1) el lasdl 5 )15 5a5a 05 L5 o shla cpall 5
494-0m ,17,(1964 <l CESI s e
498

over their foreign policy. This differ-

ent policy with its nationals enabled
Rome to build a strong empire.. ((2))
As to Carthagelit was a Phoenician
cityl founded by the Phoenicians on
the coast of the Mediterranean during
850 BC. It was famous as a commer-
cial and maritime center in addition
to its emergence as a powerful state
during that era((3))Its political system
was composed of a Council of peoplé
whose members elected two of them
annually to be rulers with the right to
object. The richness and nobility of
family were qualities necessary for
any military rank or civil position.

There was also a General Assembly!

, o il penls sl &)l ) daae 1, g (Y)
XYY

(3) Named (keratosis Hadasht) (modern vil-
lage, which was founded in Tunisia),
there are other Phoenician colony (Car-
thage), a Cartagena (Carthegena) yet
known by that name in Spanish, so it
should not be confused. Seedaia, jliak .
5 lacl) AS 5 ralany) ¢ Al @l jlzaall g s 8
252-2540a , 27 (1956 b2 saadll dcliball
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south/ with the northern section having
wide plains surrounded by the Alps
mountain chain on three sides of the
northl east and west to make a natural
boundary separating it from Europe.
The peninsula is confined between
the Tyrrhenian Sea on one side and
the Adriatic on the other and has wide
plains on the western side of the Apen-
nines. ((1))

Despite these geographical fea-
tures of Italy' Rome enjoyed the same
geographical advantages that were
reflected on its political rolel which
enabled it to unify Italy. Rome was
the central city of Italy by virtue of its
location in the middle of the Italian
peninsula and on the Tiber River the
only navigable river. Rome was from
the earliest ages a Latin center and its
province of Latium was surrounded
by peoples hostile to the Latin. In ad-

dition Rome’s location on seven hills

daghe i) lesll il 2eal) des Wl ()
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of two groups separated by vast plains
capable of producing enough to meet
the need for agricultural products re-
moved it from the flooding of the Tiber
River. ((2))

These vast plains comprised a
variety of local population like the
Lapgyians venetis and Ligurians'in ad-
dition to other groups of residents who
were attracted by the vast plains and
mild climate from Europe through the
paths of the Alps such as the Italians
Greeks Etruscans and Gaul. ((3))

These geographical features
were reflected on the political system
in Rome which began with the control
of the tribe and its chief then the mon-
archy which lasted from 753 BC until
510 BC when the Republican system
began which in itself was divided into
epochs. Rome was able during the

Republican era to extend its control
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Sardinialand Corsica.

2. Messina issue and the control
over the naval strait that separates Sic-
ily from the Italian mainland which
pushed Rome to control the City of
(Rajeon) in (Poi) Island and pushed
the Carthaginians to the occupation
of the city of Messinal which was con-
tested by the Romans Syracuseland the
Carthaginians.

3.. The pressure of Roman popular
classes on the Senate for the interven-
tion in Sicily in anticipation of what
that intervention could bring for them
of spoils that Carthage was denying
them.

4. Mamrtinis residents of Messina
asked Rome for help to free their city
from the control of the Carthaginians
(54 ((1).

These wars reflected the political
importance of the region for the State
of Rome. Rome started to expand in

the Republican Era and collided with

N0 ¢ glag il gl ¢ Al Adlke (V)

a number of other political forces in

the region. The unification of Italy
under the rule of Rome made it one of
the main five powers surrounding the
Mediterranean Sea: Egypt under the
rule of the Ptolemies/Syrialraqand Iran
under the control of the Seleucids/and
Greece under Macedonian control. On
the western front the state of Carthage
imposed its undisputed authority on
the Mediterranean commercially and
militarily. Italy rose after its unifica-
tion (266 BC). A political and military
conflict between these forces began
for the control of the Mediterranean. It
continued for one hundred and twenty
years and was the beginning of the
conflict between Rome and Carthage.
Before discussing the details of this
warla brief history of the geographical
characteristics and how they were re-
flected on the political systems of each
country should be presented.

Italy was geographically divid-
ed into two parts; the Po Valley in the

north and the Italian peninsula in the

I Jodl ejadl - o 1 - dio W dloud | - judue Guuo B bl T



which were characterized by Negro
qualities including dynasties coming
from Africa or through the island of
Sicily but the most important peoples
that had an impact on the Roman civ-
ilization and culture are the Greeks/the

Canaanites and the Etruscans..(1)

(1) Alatroskjon were from the Peoples of the
Sea, that did not know their origin, but
that is agreed that Alatroskjon are not of
Indian European family of nations, and
the Department of historians said that
Alatroskjon are likely of Italian tribes,
but the most likely and right opinion is
that Alatroskjon of West Asia area and
this is indicated by the Egyptian docu-
ments in the third century BC, where lit-
tle documentation write they have done
raids freely on the Egyptian shores when
they were leaving their region in Asia
Minor to search for a new home in Italy
and was actually within the limits (1000
BC), when they took over parts of the
Italian peninsula, they fight with Indian
and European tribes, displaced them and
seized on the western coast of the Italian
peninsula, and made them specific areas
for their residence in the area (Naples)
to Genoa Island and parts of Po valley
Gaotdll (A Al pn glag il (bl cdasa 5 s
. (249-252) U= ua 3 _laally
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2. The dispute in the two banks of

Mediterranean (264-146 BC)

Canaan & Romans Disputes

The story of this disputes starts
when the status of the relation was built
upon a base of big and strong empire
(Canaan) and Small and young state
(Rome). Gradually they two got big-
ger and bigger till they become closer
and rivals which caused a dispute and
confront between them as enemies

But when the dangers and threats
ended the two parties put their eyes on
expansion to Sicilyl which led to a col-
lision in fierce/bloody wars that should
end in the triumph of one of them and
the complete removal of the other out
of existence. None of them escaped
the possibility of death and annihila-
tion and both faced this fate more than
once.

The reasons of these wars go back
to:

1. The competition between the

two powers over the control of Sicily!
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to the western coasts gave it acommer-
cial importance and distinctive com-
munication. Its being easy to cross
enabled it to connect with the sea and
practice foreign trade so the economic
factor was one of the main factors for
the leadership of Rome. In addition/the
river stood as a barrier against the raids
of other tribes. At the same timelits sit-
uation away from the sea made it safe

from any naval attack. ((1))

The People living in Italy

For the peoples in the north of Eu-
ropel the weather and land of Italy was
an attractive land to dwell on. For that
reason/ Italy was a mixture of races and
nations who were living their due to
immigration or due to the Italian inva-
sions within the time of wars and com-
merce.

At approximately (2000 BC) the
population of Switzerland lakes head-

ed toward Italy and settled down in

S(Y1Y0 ) pa e A jaad (V)

the lakes of northern Italy. Their ruins/

found in the Valley (Po)lrepresent their
houses which were fixed by columns
planted in the water and mud. The In-
do-European tribes entered Italy from
its farthest edges. It seems that these
tribes entered Italy before the advent
of the Greeks to the peninsula. The
most important among these Indo-Eu-
ropean waves were those that occu-
pied the central and southern sections
of the peninsula. They were known as
the Italian tribes or the early Italians.
That name was used first by the Greeks
on the southern part of the peninsula
only/but it was used later to include the
whole country. It is well known that
people had lived in Italy since antiqui-
ty; or since the pre-historic timesl but
the population began to grow with the
entry of the elements of civilizationles-
pecially after the stability and the prac-
tice of agriculture. In addition Italy
was open to the ancient world whether
through land or sea; thereforel various

human waves entered Italyl some of



dle on Balatynius Hill but before the
building was completedthey quarreled
over its name. Each of them wanted to
name it after his name. Romulus killed
his brother and became the only ruler
of the city. The myth defined the year
753 BC as the date of this incident.
(@)

There is no doubt that the narra-
tive above is only a legend in which
some historical facts are mixed with
a lot of imagination and guessing.
This was probably a result of the fact
that those who invented this legend
had no enough information about the
stages of development that led to the
establishment of Rome; hence they
relied on popular imagination. This is
confirmed by the sources that compare
those myths with the findings of the
studies and archaeologists research
in this regard. These sources show

first that the date of the establishment
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of Rome goes back to the middle of
the eighth century BC; second that
Balatynius Hill which was taken by
Romulus as a seat of his city is consist-
ent with the discovery of the archaeo-
logical excavations that on this hill the
firstgroup of villagers had settled down
in the area where the city of Rome was
erected and third that making Romu-
lus a descendant of king Albalunja is
only to emphasize the importance of
the city of Albalunja in Latium and
evidence that the majority of the in-
habitants of Latium were Latin. Apart
from the legends Rome has enjoyed
the benefits of several strategic and
geographic advantages that made it the
capital of Italy and its empire. These
advantages are its situation at Latiuml
on the banks of the River Tiber and the
seven hills surrounding it. Its location
in Latium in central Italy has enabled
it to impose its control over the other
Italian parts and unifying them. Its lo-
cation on Tiber River'which is the only

navigable river linking the eastern hills
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sea from their enemies. The most
prominent among them was Aeneas
a son of the Trojan king. After several
adventures around the Mediterranean|
they arrived at the shores of Tiber Riv-
er at the access of Latium plain/but the
residents of that plain (the Latin) who
were ruled by King Latinus/refused the
Trojans’ landing on their territoryl so
they fought with them. Aeneas killed
Latinus/ and the two parties integrated
into one nation. Aeneas married Lavin
(Lavinia) King Latinus’ daughter and
builta city called Lavinium in honor of
her. After his death in one of his battles
with neighboring tribes he was suc-
ceeded by his son Ascanius who built
Albalunja City (Albalonga) at Upper
Alabnyen Mountain and took it as his
capital. After his death the city was
ruled by his children and grandchil-
drenlincluding King Numitor who had
one boy and one girl.

His younger brotherd Amulius re-
volted against him and ousted and

banished him. He also killed his son

and seized power instead of him. As

to Numitor’s daughter he sent her to
the nunnery to be a nun to prevent her
from marriage and get children who
might claim power but the god of
warl Mars/ admired and married her.
She gave birth to a twin Romulus and
Remus. When Amulius knew of that
he was deeply upset and ordered that
the two children be thrown in the Tib-
er River but the water carried them to
the beach. It happened that a she-wolf
saw them; she liked them and fed them
with her milk until they were found by
a shepherd named Faustulus who pit-
ied them. He took them to his hut and
took with his wife the responsibility of
bringing them up. When the children
became eighteen years old they knew
what happened to their grandfather.
They murdered Amulius/ and restored
their grandfather his throne. Their
grandfatherd Numitorl rewarded them
the seven hills land on the banks of Ti-
ber. The two brothers decided to build

acity in the region'which was their cra-
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((1)) Myths attributed the establish-
ment of Rome to a Trojan veteran who
came to the Latium Beach and married
its king’s daughter. Mars|the god mar-
ried a daughter of one of the descend-
ants of the Trojan warriorl and she
gave birth to two sons Romulus and
Remus.(2)) The legend said these two
kids were fed by a she-wolf' and later
decided to found a city on the Palatine
Hill. Romulus became the only ruler of
the city. This legend which attributed
the construction of Rome to Romulus/
reflects the viewpoint of the Greeks in

their heroic reign. ((3))

The appearance of the Roman Em-
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pire ; the roots and the beginnings
The history of Rome was obscure
and unknown until the 20th Century
because the roots of this history were
derived from myths.
The most credible legend to the

Romans’ imagination was that which

says after the Greek occupation of

Troy ((4)and its destruction some of

its people had survived and fled by

(4) Trojan: Located in Mysia region (Mysia)

northwest Asia Minor at the entrance of

Dardanelles strait, was founded in the
sixth century BC, it’s site has made its
control on commercial and naval lanes
which is the first rival of the Greeks trade
(Alokhien) across the Sea of Marma-

ra, but a barrier prevented of arrival of

Greeks, as they took control on the land
road led to neighboring plains on the
shores of the Black Sea-rich with grain,
they were imposing tolls on trade passers
their land, and in order to get rid of that
commercial exploitative attitude liveli-
hood, entered into a war with them lasted
ten years (1260- 1250 BC) ended with its
destruction and sabotage. Lookaws : kil |
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above the Tiber River and adminis-
tered the affairs of the neighboring vil-
lages which gradually united and later
became known as Rome. The Etrus-
cans dominated the Latin tribes resid-
ing in the plain of Latium/and so a new
city became known as Romel headed
by an Etruscan king and remained
under the Etruscan authority for two
centuries'while its population was Lat-
in| speaking Latin language.((1)) On
the wholel the Latium coastal area had
links with Canaanite and Greek mer-
chants with the result that this region
had evolved from a place of farming
villages to cities with walled and for-
tified castlesl which comprised public
life facilities. The total sum of these
walled cities reached approximately
(65) cities'which represented the polit-
ical unity of Latin people. When there
were religious occasionsl these cities
used to meet to perform the same re-

ligious rites. This religious unity was

\qua ‘szﬂ.a_s‘)n @‘)Lﬂ\ “._:ﬁ\ (\)

the nucleus of the political unity of

these major cities. ((2))

In this way! the history of Latium
area can represent the history of Romel
which was regarded as the capital
of these cities and their cultural and
political center. But it should be not-
ed that the history of the founding of
Rome has remained a mystery to the
present timel and there were conflict-
ing information mentioned by ancient
historiansl whether Greek or Roman.
((3)) What increases this ambiguity
is that the archaeological excavations
did not provide archaeological infor-
mation about the city of Rome/because
the modern city of Rome has been con-
structed over the old site of ancient
Rome. Howevera closer picture to the
historical truth can be given in the light

ofhistorical and mythical information.
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same place that had witnessed the de-

feat of Hamilcar(1).

1.3. The political rising of Rome

The definition of the romans is that
they are a group of peoples were living
in the southern part of the basin of the
river of “Tiber”. They moved to settle
in the west coast of Italy; a place which
was a land of the Latins whom for cen-
turies were the forefront of the Italian
peoples. Those Latins people were
the beginning of the establishment of
Rome

The Latin tribes occupied a plain of
46 km length and 48 km width when
the Etruscan invaders came for the
first time and occupied the banks of the
Northern Tiber River. (2)That plain
inhabited by Latin tribes was called
Latium. The word Latinl is derived
fromiit.

The Latium residents were a com-
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bination of multiple human tribes
mingled with each other through the
ages and made up the people known
in history as (Latin). They were dis-
tinguished from the other human
communities in the Italian peninsula
by their circular shacks of which they
built their villages! in areas that were
both immune to water floods and easy
to defend..(3))

Like the other Italian peoplesl the
Latin had lived on grazing and agri-
culture. As their lands were not very
fertile! circumstances forced them to
struggle to save their entity; hence they
became famous for their perseverancel
seriousness’ and activity. The Latin
tribes’ fear of an Etruscans’ attack
came true when an Etruscan prince
crossed the river Tibed dismissed the
last president of the Latinl and seized

the castle which was based on the hills
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suffered a heavy loss. A great number
of soldiers were killed among them
the commander Hamilcar and the fleet
was burned. Carthage was obliged to
vacate Greece and left Sicily ((1)).
Following this defeat the Carthag-
inians banished the Magonid dynasty
that had remained in power for three
generations spent in continuous wars.
The ruling power was changed where
a governing authority of a hundred
people was formed and the ruler’s title
was changed from a king to a judge.
((2)) Meanwhile the Carthaginians
started to expand inside; they invad-
ed the African tribes and forced them
to obedience and submission. They
also worked to strengthen their com-
munications and extend them abroad.
In the second half of the fifth century
BClthey made long trips beyond Her-
cules Pillars and Gibraltar led by the
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Carthaginian Commander Hamelchonl

who sailed next to Spain and France to
Alcasteraan Islands ( Ireland’s) seek-
ing some resources which could not be
obtained from Europe by land such as
tin| as the Greeks cut all marine com-
munications by occupying Marseille
((3)).

In the year 409 BC seventy years
after defeat in Himeral the Carthagin-
ians attacked the Greek Cecilia (Sici-
ly). The people of Greek Esisth City
((4)) sought Carthage help against
the city of Slinos| as a result of disa-
greement between the two cities. The
Carthaginians sent their warships and
soldiers led by Hannibal the grandson
of Hamilcar to Cecilia. Hannibal de-
stroyed the cities of Slinos and Himeral

and killed thousands of prisoners in the
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colony of Alalia in Corsica a base to
practice piracylso they harmed trade in
the Mediterranean Sea. The Carthagin-
ians and Etruscans fought and defeated
them in the naval battle of Ataliain 536
BC. This victory stopped the Greek
expansion in Corsica and Sardinia. A
treaty was held to divide the occupied
territories between the Etruscans and
Carthaginians whereby Corsica with
its wide forests as well as Alalia with
its iron mines became Etruscan sharel
while Sardinia became the share of
the Carthaginians ((1)). In the year
509 BC Rome emerged as an inde-
pendent republic and held a treaty with
Carthage which decided the spheres of
influence for each. Undoubtedly the
treaty shows that Carthage in that era
was one of the most powerful cities in
the western Mediterranean ((2)).

In the year 480 BCl the Carthag-
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inians decided to take over Cecilia
Island (Sicily) especially after the
Greeks had inhabited it and started
to vie them for trade; therefore they
declared war against it. In the same
yearl Greece was subjected to an at-
tack made by the Achaemenids/led by
King Ahchuirh I (486-464 BC.). It is
said that the Carthaginians had agreed
with him to fight the Greeks in Sici-
ly. The Carthaginians were led by the
commander! Hamilcarl the son of Ma-
gon'who landed with his three hundred
thousand soldiers in the Carthaginian
city of Buturmusl located on the north
shore of Sicily and then moved on to-
wards the Greek city of Himera. The
Caecilians asked help from their breth-
ren in Syracuse ((3)) wholled by Gillonl
rushed to their rescue and managed to
achieve victory in the battle of Hime-

ra. It is said that the Carthaginians had

(3) Sraqosh: city built at 727 BC, by the
Greece immigrants (Corntos) led by
Erkhias on the east side of the Cecilia)
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cans ((1)) attacked the Folkians ((2))
and forced them out in 565 BC ((3)).
After this date in about the year 550 BC
the Carthaginian commander Malchus
Almgouni achieved victory over the
Greeks in Sicily and subjected a part
of this island and later went to Sardin-

ia ((4))but he had been defeated at the

(1) Alatroksyon were occupying part of Italy
before the arrival of the Romans to them
and they believe that their ancestors lived
in Lydia West Asia Minor and they em-
igrated to Italy under a famine in their
original homeland, Alatroksyon have
settled Etruria plain, north of Latium
plain on the west coast of the peninsula
between the Po Valley and the Tiber Riv-
er and set up the civilization of the most
prominent civilizations of antiquity, as
they built cities and develop them, the
number of cities reached a dozen and
among them the Federation has a signif-
icant Popular Council held once every
year in one of the holy places
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hands of the local population((5)).

The sources said that Malchusl the
commander! and his army were ex-
pelled from Carthage after his defeat
in Sardinia as a punishment but he
rebelled and besieged Carthage and
managed to occupy it. However he
was later accused of despotism and
tyrannyland was killed ((6).).

Following Malchus' Magon the
founder of the Magonid Dynasty that
ruled Carthage for three generations
carried out a series of important ac-
tions that led to the evolution of the
power of the city. The most important
members of this dynasty are Magon’s
son Hamilcard and his son Hasdrubal.
The most important event in Ma-
gon’s reign was the alliance between
the Carthaginians and the Etruscans

against the Ionians who made of the
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commercial expansion of Canaan aim-
ing to impose trade centers in the basin
of Mediterranean.

The Greeks became a major threat
to the Phoenician trading centers They
sought for places to extend their com-
mercial influence and when they could
not go to the North African coastwhere
Carthaginian centers were powerful
and in full control there/ they turned to
the places where the Phoenicians had
no trading centers such as Southern
Italy and Gaul((1)).

Greece was not the only threat
to the Carthaginian centers. Those
centers were vulnerable to attacks
by the local population especially in
times of political weakness. For in-
stancel in the year 600 BCl Carthage

suffered a humiliating defeat in front
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of the Folkians (2)(3) in a battle which
happened in an unidentified placel but
it had far-reaching consequences as it
provided an opportunity for the Greeks
to control an important navigational
center in the Mediterranean/ i.e. Mar-
seille at the mouth of the Rhone River
((4)) and then tried to land in Corsica.

Howeverlthe Carthaginians and Etrus-

(2) Alfokjon: the population of the Greek city
of Foca, a neighbor of the city of Kemi
ion or Kumi commercial colony, which
lies on the western head of the Bay of
Naples, Italy, and by this city — (Kumi)
- the alphabet entered to Central Asia.
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and solved the differences between
them((1)) .
From the military viewpoint
Carthage was different from Rome. Its
military power was based on its mon-
ey. Successful trade and huge profits
enabled it to hire soldiers from abroad
to fulfill the required military service.
Most of its people were merchants'and
there were no peasants to be recruited
to form its special strong army.((2)
) The Carthaginian people did not
enjoy a high military talent and had
no inclination to barbaric practices.
Thusl the historian Polybius says “for
the ground war the Romans had the
best soldiers because they employed
everything they could for the sake of
training theml while the Carthaginians

neglected training infantry soldiers

e € Afa ¢ el ASLe g sl i« 4 Ss ()
al ol it S O gl 8 U (Ol ) 8
o ua(\‘\/\\ (Dl e Gl gilitia ;QJ),;;) ol

O A5 LalSe ¢ YIAGa ¢ Aol ) semall ¢ 2wy (Y)
.\TAL)A‘QLA})M}QU):\M‘

and were indifferent to their cavaliers

and this explains the Carthaginians’
constant pursuit to use foreign merce-
naries in their army.”(20)

The city rulers did not have con-
fidence in the army which was com-
posed of foreign mercenaries and did
not trust even their leadersl who were
born in Carthage especially because
they were competing them in ruling
Carthage. The historian| Deodar the
Sicilianl confirmed that when he says:
“The Carthaginians who are waging
wars do not trust their citizen soldiers
“((3)) and that fear caused an aversion
between the government and the army
leaders of Carthage something which
led to its weakness at the end. ((4))

1.2. The dispute happened between
the Greece and Canaan

There were many reasons behind
this dispute which is dated back to the
7th century BC. One of them is the
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They enjoyed not only the judici-
aryl but they were also political lead-
ers who had the right to call the two
councils stated in the Constitution
and supervise their actions to refer the
issues that must be resolved to them.
However they were excluded from the
military leadership which was entrust-
ed to military leaders. The religious
authority was not of their specialty as
well.

These two judges presided over the
meetings of two councils: the Senate
which was made up of three hundred
members| representing large families
that enjoyed great powers such as the
political and administrative issues| the
issues of war and peacel external mat-
ters embassies and the supervision of
the organization of the army and the
recruitment of mercenaries and of-
ficers-leaders training and punishing
them after defeats; in addition to all the
issues that might endanger the security

of the state and the issuance of various
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laws on taxes and finance. ((1))

Of the Senatel another council was
formed which was composed of one
hundred and four members known as
the Supreme Court. Its members were
selected according to efficiency and
they took upon themselves the task of
achieving public security.

Along with the Senate there wasl
in Carthagel the Citizens Council or
the Council of Commons/ which was a
popular council holding its meetings in
the public squares either by the invita-
tion of the judges or by itself when se-
rious events occurred. It enjoyed very
important tasks such as the selection
of military leaders hence the respon-
sibility for defeats would indirectly
lie on the shoulders of all people in
case of bad selection. In Hannibal’s
reignl (219-182 BC.) this council ap-

pointed the two big judges and Senate
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he sailed along the coast of the Iberian
Peninsula to the North Atlantic. This
trip is described in a geographical Ro-
man book from the fourth century AD.
The purpose of that trip was to open
a new route for tin and lead mines in
the cold waters of North Atlantic/ ((1))
which probably came as a result of the
exhaustion of the Spanish mines. The
third trip was sent by the Egyptian
Pharaohl Nejo II in the seventh centu-
ry BC. A group of Phoenicians were
among the crew that sailed through the
Red Sea to go around the southern part
of Aftrical They completed the trip in
three years| for they used to stop every
year between sowing and harvesting
seasons to stock up supplies before
continuing their journey.((2)) Thus
it is clear that the basis of Carthage
wealth and prosperity was mainly min-

eral tradel which was so profitable that
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made Carthage the richest state in the

western Mediterranean and for that the
Carthaginian discoverers and traders
tried painstakingly to maintain the mo-
nopoly of the rich mineralized zones
and conceal their knowledge of sea
routes leading to them. They did not
reveal these ways; on the contrary/they
sought to block any attempt by any
other party to discover these routes by
spreading mythical tales about those
seasl which they used to reach the far-

away lands (3)

Ruling regimes and the Military
Status

Being rich aristocratic and oligar-
chic are the main features of the rulers
of Canaan. They established politi-
cal boards to foster their power ((4)).
Their regimes consisted of four pow-
ers as well as two elected judges who

were being elected each year.
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It is interesting to mention Herodo-
tus’ description ((1)) of the Carthagin-
ians’ methods in their trade with these
peoples: “When navigators arrive at
the western African coast they unload
the cargo of their ships on the coast
withdraw to their ships and set fire to
draw the attention of the savages to
their presence. When these savages see
the sign'they come and put gold in front
of the laid goods. The Carthaginians
come from their ships and check the
gold; if they are convinced they take
it and go on their way and if not they
go back to their ships leaving the gold
and goods in place/and wait for another
attempt of the people. The commercial
transaction is made by this method of
dumb treatment.” (2)

The Carthaginians’ activity was
not limited to the commercial colo-

nies they had established. They were
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also interested in trips for geographic
discoveries on land and sea. In the first
quarter of the fifth century BC'Hannon
(or Carthaginian Hannon) sailed on a
voyage to explore the western coast
of Africa. That voyage is known in
marine exploration records as (Han-
non’s Voyage). Although the apparent
reason for this trip was the exploration
of the African coasts’ geography in
order to establish new Phoenician-Af-
rican colonies therel the reality is that
Hannon was looking for African gold
resources. On that voyage/Hannon was
accompanied by sixty ships carrying
thirty thousand men and women taking
them to the west coast of Africa. They
arrived at Guinea Coast and Cameroon
Heights((3)).

Hannon’s trip was not the only
exploration trip. Carthaginian

Hamelchon made another trip in which
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dents of its islands'which brought them
much wealth.((1)) Hencélits control of
trade and navigation extended from the
African coast in Tunisia and Algeria in
the east to the Atlantic Ocean in the
westlso Carthage owned the coast from
both sides and its traders controlled the
south of Spain with its rich mineral of
silver and monopolized the imports of
British tin plates through the Strait of
Gibraltar. Its colonies spread outside
this strait on the Spanish coast to the
north and the African Atlantic coast
to the south.((2)) The Carthaginians
were not satisfied with taking over the
African coastbut also hoped to control
the Mediterranean islands hence they
landed on the western parts of the Isle

of Cecilia.((3 (Sicily) and competed
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(3) Sicilia, one of the largest Italian island,

named by Arab as Seqlia, and Sicilia

nearly like a triangle, its area about 10000

square mile, its most important cities are:

the Greeks in it. They also established

in the late sixth century BCcolonies on
the islands of Sardinia and Corsicaand
on the islands located between Sardin-
ia and Spain. In addition/ they blocked
the Strait of Gibraltar and the ports of
the islands in the face of ships coming
from other cities ((4))).

Thus Carthage became during the
sixth century BCl a large countryl an
empire of commercial and political
sovereignty in the western Mediter-
ranean. Its territories extended from
Libya in the east to the two pillars of
Hercules in the West (two rocky heads
at the Straits of Mount Carthage) and
included Carthage Balearic Islands
Malta Sardinia and some positions on
the coast of Spain and Gaul (France)

«(5).
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new city).((1)) It quickly became the
largest commercial center in the west-

ern Mediterranean.

Canaan Strategic position during
the expansion of the trade

For the strategic situation of Ca-
naanl they had a key role to play in
terms of commerce; their marine ad-
ventures and trades were essential in
Mediterranean Sea. As aresult/the title
“The Kings of the Sea” had been given
to Canaan.

The historian Polybius'who was a
witness to the siege and fall of Carthagel
described this location by saying “the
city is located at seashore over a pen-
insulal surrounded almost completely
either by a sea or lake. It is linked to
the mainland by an isthmus of twen-

ty-five stadas (about 4400 km) width.
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On the side of the isthmus which over-
looks the seal at some distance Utica
was located while on the other side
which overlooks the lakel there is the
city of Tunis. The isthmus which links
Carthage to the mainland is difficult to
penetrate because of hills but the paths
cut by the human beings provide inlets
into the country”.(2)

The description clearly shows that
the peninsula where the immigrants
built their settlement had all the defen-
sive features: it was a castle with a nat-
ural fortress that protected ships from
sea floods and sheltered from behind
traders and farmers. When the city
came under siege the besieged people
could resist for long times; their large
agricultural lands were enough to sup-
ply them with necessary crops more-
overl this site gave them the ability to
control the Western Mediterranean and

hold commercial treaties with the resi-
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immigrants from the ancient city of
Tyre on the Syrian coast. Contempo-
rary archaeologists estimate the date
of the founding of Carthage between
673-663 BCnot as previously thought
between 860-814 BC. It was destined
for this colonylamong hundreds of oth-
er colonies held by the Phoenicians| to
grow and thrive to become greater than
even the mother city(1) from which it
came out. [t became one of the biggest
Phoenician settlements on the Medi-
terranean coast and in its turn it led to
the foundation of so many new settle-
ments in the island of Sicilyl Sardinia
and Spain.

The sources attributed the myth of
building Carthage to Queen Elissar
(Alishar or Elishar) daughter of King
Sour Mutu (Mutto or Matan). The King/
before his death appointed his daugh-

(1) Especially after the decay of images un-
der the expansion of the Assyrian Empire.
See:
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ter and her younger brother Pygmalion

(Pygmalon) to be his successors to the
thronel but the people dethroned her
preferring to keep her brother alone as
aking. She married her uncle Agaebas
(Acherbas) who was the higher priest
of the temple! Melgart in the city. He
had a big fortune as well as he held the
second rank in the Kingdom.

King Pygmalion feared that his un-
cle and brother in law would oust him
from the throne/so he killed him. Elis-
sar found herself obliged to run away
with her husband’s fortune! which her
brother had always coveted. Some of
the powerful men of Tyrd who were
opponents of her brother King joined
her in her trip. They arrived in Cyprus
from which they moved on to North
Africa in the year 860 BC to settle
down in the site which was known as
(keratosis Hadasht) where the Queen
managed with the help of her men to
build a new city; named by the Greeks
as Cartajma by the Romans as Kartha-
joland by the Arabs as Carthage (the
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in the east to the Atlantic Ocean in the
west. So Carthage owned the coast
on both sides and Carthaginian mer-
chants controlled the south of Spain
with all its metals including silver. The
Carthaginians also controlled the Strait
of Gibraltar and built strong fleets with
well-equipped ships that helped them
wage wars against the Greeks. Hencel
they were the nation number one that
made Africa become the symbol of
resistance against the Greeks and the

Romans who came after them.

1.1. The political rising of Canaan

“It was unrepeatable battlefield!!-
when we left Canaan and Romans”
This comments stated by Berhos while
his ship was moving away and sailing
from Sicily to return back to Epirus”
and according to Plutarch confirmed
that.

If Berhos really said this'that means
he said the truth! for it was only a few
years afterl when the fiercest conflict
known to the ancient history broke out
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between the two ancient nations; one
was richl old and well-experienced
while the other was a new nation flow-
ing with life and vigor determined to
achieve victory and not less/ and op-
timistic with the numerous victories
achieved within Italy. (1)Long be-
fore even Rome became a big city(2)
Carthage was the capital of a prosper-
ous empire. It was a big and thriving
city with a wide reputation having
imbibed and benefited from the spirit
of Hellenistic civilization. Carthage
stood prominent in North Africa over-
looking the Mediterranean Sead near
the present city of Tunisia facing the
western coast of Sicily. It was origi-

nally a Phoenician colony founded by

clagll 3 lian g F 8 o palill e daal as (V)
ATC Ga e (VAAY g pall Lagill i 55 ,8lall)

(2) Virgil Immortalized us in Alangadh Car-
thage name when he mentioned the story
of the hero (Aeneas) relationship with the
queen of Carthage (Dido), either tradi-
tional date of the founding of Carthage in
814 BC which is the date preferred by

archaeologists now.
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The Romans have achieved their

first victory when they drove the
Carthaginians out of Sicily in 241 BC.
After this the Roman leaderl Marcus
Ateliers Regales was able to defeat
the Carthaginian fleet in 256 BC. This
was the first naval battle fought by the
Roman army!but the Carthaginians did
not give in. The Carthaginian leader at
that time Hannibal continued to extend
the scope of the Carthaginian control
on the Spanish coast and he reached
Masala. He insisted on attacking the
Italians from the north-west. Thusl
the Carthaginians began a new cam-
paign against the Romans and here
the balance of power tipped against
Rome. And after more than ten years
of continuous wars against different
enemies on all fronts of the Italian
peninsula Hannibal’s well-studied
and well-prepared campaign became
a spearhead in the face of the Roman
ambitions especially because this
campaign came with the emergence of

anumber of other anti-Roman powers

which made the Romans fear an alli-
ance between those powers that may

threaten the existence of their state.

1-The Rising of Canaan and Ro-
mans Politically

The history of Mediterranean Sea
gives a largest portion to the history
of Canaan and Romans for their long
period of conflicting between the two
civilizations ;namelyl the persistence
of Canaan encountering the aggres-
sion of Rome besides the actual ac-
complishments of the two nations’
great leaders.

The strategic location of Carthage
helped it play an important role in the
trade on the Mediterranean/ Simply! it
looked like a castle with a fort which
protected the ships from the anger of
the sed and this helped Carthage to
control the west of the Mediterranean|
and by so doing it deserved the title «
the Queen of the Sea.” The trade and
navigation of trade extended from the

African coast in Tunisia and Algeria
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Abstract

The dispute between Canaan and Romans started as a a commercial dispute be-
fore converting into a form of wars between them. In 26 4BC the two parties had their
first conflict when the Romans invaded Sicily . Canaan regarded that action as an oc-
cupation and a direct aggression against their political and commercial influence.

This incident was the starting point of the war between the Romans and Carthag-
inians/ which continued to the year 241 BC. In the Punic wars| the two sides fought
a series of land and sea battles; some of them were resolved but the rest remained
without conclusive results. The majority of the resolved battles were settled for the
Romanslespecially the land battles whereas the Carthaginians won most of the naval

battles because most of their troops were specialized in sea battlesunlike the Romans
who were better on the ground.
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The Dispute between the two
Banks of The Mediterranean
From 264-146 BC

(Canaan and Romans as a Case Study)
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