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Comparative Analytical Electoral Competition in Britain: A
the Campaigns of Liz Terrace and Rishi Sunak Study between

Assistant Lecturer: Maha Ali Abbadi
Al-Mustansiriyah University / College of Political Science
maha.ali@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Abstract:

The period during which Liz Truss came to head the government, after submitting her
resignation as prime minister in less than two months, represented the shortest period of
change of prime ministers in nearly a century. Her presidency lasted only 44 days and was
the shortest ever in nearly 200 years. 10 days of that period were allocated for public
mourning in Britain due to the death of Queen Elizabeth 1. On the other hand, former
Treasury Secretary Rishi Sunak was the preferred candidate to succeed Boris Johnson as
prime minister, especially after his rival, Penny Mordaunt, withdrew from the Conservative
Party leadership race. Thus, Sunak became British Prime Minister, succeeding Terras.
Sunak distinguished himself from the prime ministers who preceded him in that he was the
youngest prime minister in Britain in more than 200 years, and he was also the first British
prime minister of Asian origin who emigrated from India, which was a British colony.

While the shortest presidency was for Ms Truss, the fastest rate of change of prime
ministers in nearly 100 years was for the Conservative Party. Three prime ministers took
power in less than two months, namely Boris Johnson and his successor, Liz Terrace, all
the way to Rishi Sunak. If we go back several years and add the name of Theresa May and
before her David Cameron, this also means that five prime ministers have been in power
during the six years since 2016.

As for the electoral programs of Sunak and Terras, they focused on fixing the economic
crisis that Britain went through. Sunak's comments appeared to be an attack targeting the
tax cuts promised by Terrace. On the other hand, Terrace accused Sunak at the time of
causing panic and exporting fear to citizens. In fact, we find that the focus of voters and
politicians on party leaders is much greater than on the party as a whole, and this means
that the leader is often personally responsible for any error that may occur.

Keywords: Liz TerraceRishi Sunak, Electoral Programme, Economic Conditions,
Britain.
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