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The role of the religious institution in political stability in the
Kurdistan Region - Iraq and its evaluation
(2021-2005)

Prof. Dr. Rashid Amara Al-Zaidi Ke Yuan Karim Khosrow
Rashid.gaffurry@univsul.edu.iq Kaiwan88.Karim@gmail.com
Sulaymaniyah University/College of Political Sciences

Abstract:

Political stability is one of the basic needs of the state. All political systems
try to consolidate it in their political reality by performing specific functions,
responding to the demands of the masses, and adapting to the variables of the
internal and external environments surrounding them in a way that gives them
the legitimacy necessary for their continuation without being subjected to any
acts of violence and adhering to constitutional rules. Religion is one aspect of
this phenomenon, as it constitutes a tremendous driving force for individuals and
peoples. It has a strong impact on the development and progress of societies, and
it is a major organizing factor within society. Religion helps to strengthen social
ties and relationships between individuals. It also strengthens the spirit of
cooperation and competition among its members in all economic, educational,
social, and political fields, and it plays an important role in achieving stability
and psychological reassurance for individuals. This pioneering role of religion is
clearly evident in the work of the religious institution as an entity that represents
a social organizational system like other institutions and is based on a set of laws
and regulations that it directs and controls to serve society.

The religious institution in the Kurdistan Region has played an important role
in creating political stability factors, some positive and some negative, during
the political eras that the region passed through, especially the era of 2005-2021,
which required the religious institution in the region to establish functional
relations with the rest of the institutions in society in the process of social,
educational and cultural construction, and developing religious, political and
social awareness and other roles provided in society. The religious institution
also played another role in destabilizing the political system, with the means and
mechanisms it possesses, which had a negative impact on society.

Keywords: Religious Institution, Political Stability, Kurdistan Region — Iraq
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