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Vascular plants
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Environmental Study on Conocarpus lancifolius Engl. & Diels.

Recently Introduced to Iraq

Prof. Dr. Basim A. Abd Ali

The study has conducted because of fast wide spreading of non domestic tree species. It
concluded two parts; The first was obtained literature data collections related with
environment, taxonomy, characteristics, propagation, and species distribution. The second
involved a field study in the middle region of Irag where the species was spread out. Two
locations ( in and out the city), and two ages ( one and three years) were studied through the
cold season ( begin of November to end of April). Result approved the species tolerance to
the different dominant soil textures and levels of salinity. It was faster in growth than the
other cultivated fast growing trees. Low temperature affected significantly the growth and
survival. Few degrees below zero centigrade’s resulted in a vital rates of deterioration for
older shrubs and death of young seedlings. The effects were more obvious out of the city.
Older shrubs could restart growth again where conditions improved. In contract, plants

tolerated very high levels of maximum temperatures ( more than ¢+°C) during summer

months preceding to study. Some conclusions and recommendations were created for
scientific dealing with this recently introduced plant.



