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The Bazaar and its Role in Iranian Economic and Political Life
Assist. Prof. Dr. Mohammad Abdul-Rahman Younis AL-Obeidy
Historical and Cultural Studies Department / Regional Studies Center / University of Mosul
Abstract
The "bazaar" represents one of the most important centers of economic activities in cities, it
is a community located in the city center. The "bazaar" has preserved its strength and impact
despite the attempts of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi (1941 - 1979) to limit its economic, social
and political influence, and the "bazaar merchants" belong to the middle class and characterized
by its intertwined social relations and conservative nature.
The importance of the bazaar in Iranian society lies in its activities that are intertwined in their
economic, social and political aspects. This feature has helped the bazaar to keep pace with the
development witnessed by the Iranian economy and political life in Iran since the 1950s of the
last century.
The economic activities of the "bazaar" are the main pillar of its work, the source of its strength,
and the backbone of the Iranian economy With its extensive network of contacts and close
relations, as well as its relations with the religious establishment, which contributed actively to
the course of events in Iran on many occasions.
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