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Abstract:

The process of plundering and stealing antiquities, statues, and other
archaeological finds is considered one of the important topics that occurred in
Mesopotamia in various ancient historical eras, as there were many references
contained in the texts of Mesopotamia about this process, which took place as a
result of wars, conflict, and competition between the countries that appeared in
Mesopotamia from One side or between the governments that were formed
throughout the historical eras in ancient Iraq and between its neighbors from
the neighboring countries in Anatolia, Elam, and the rest of the other
neighboring regions.

These wars contributed to the victorious army of a country seizing the assets of
royal palaces, temples, and state institutions, carrying them and transporting
them to the capital of its country to be placed in the victorious king’s palace,
temple, or in the middle of the main city square. The materials transported
varied, including statues of kings and gods, sculptures, border stones, and
seals. And written tablets, various utensils, ornaments, jewelry, precious stones,
the throne chair, the royal bed, furniture, compartments, scepters, necklaces,
and other archaeological materials that can be carried.

The image of the theft and plunder of antiquities of high material, moral,
symbolic and spiritual value has been repeated in Mesopotamia, especially
statues of kings and gods and sculptures, due to the symbolism, sanctity and
status that these things represent in the hearts of the citizens of the society.
Therefore, the process of stealing and plundering these statues was carried out
by a foreign invader or occupier. Whether he is from within Mesopotamia or
from outside it, it is considered an insult to the residents and citizens of the
defeated country, and it is a type of imposing a fait accompli on them, since the
god of this or that city has left it and no longer has a place in it due to the
weakness of his people and citizens to defend him against the invading
occupiers.
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This study included seven axes that dealt with the looting and theft of antiquities
and statues, starting with the era of the Sumerian city-states (2800-2371 BC) and
ending with the era of the New Babylonian state (612-539 BC) and other
subsequent eras.
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