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Intrudection

One of the results of the Maronite community’s interest in education was that its members preceded
other residents of the Arab states. Since education among these people arose on sectarian
foundations, the clergy became the main role in spreading education and opening schools. The
European missionaries who arrived in the Levant in the seventeenth century and opened schools
there influenced the Maronites. This encouraged the Maronite clergy to open the schools that were
first consecrated. To teach the Maronites religious principles and some other sciences, but the
clergy kept pace with the development witnessed by education. Especially in European countries
and the emergence of schools according to modern education systems, and for this reason we find
that thinking began in the middle of the nineteenth century to open a school for Maronites to keep
pace with educational development. Thus, opening the Maronite Wisdom School was the first
interest of Maronite clerics in education and spreading it among the members of their sect, and the
school competed with those foreign schools in terms of education. Beirut in particular and the
Levant in general attracted students, and Beirutian and other families wished for their children to
enter Al-Hikma School because of its importance and reputation among the residents of Beirut and

its neighbor.

In order to determine the importance of the School of Wisdom, the causes and stages of its
emergence, and its cultural impact, our research entitled:((Maronite Wisdom School1914-1875
historical study))To highlight The reasons and results for opening that school. As for determining
the period for the research, it lies in the fact that the year 1875 represented the year in which the
school opened its doors to receive students and provide lessons. While the year 1914 represented
the beginning of the First World War, which resulted in the closure of the institutions of the Allied
countries in general and the French institutions in particular in the country. Ottoman; especially in
the city of Beirut, this included Al-Hikma School, which closed its doors and its officials were
accused of being loyal to and cooperating with the French. Some of them were thrown into prison

and others were exiled.
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