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Abstract

The present study undertakes a comparison between
the morphological examples cited in Al-Ain book by Al-
Khalil bin Ahmad and Al-Kitab (the Book) by Sibawaih. It has
been found that Sibawaih is acquainted directly with the
opinions of Al-Khalil, his teacher, through the questions he
has raised and the answers received, and then written down
adopting Al-Khalil's language. Some of these scholarly
answers have been precluded in Al-Ain book. This is an
obvious example of Al-Khalil's broad knowledge of Arabic
and its secrets. Sibawaih, however, has made use of such a
distinguished knowledge in arriving at morphological rules
and identifying the linguistic structures used by Arabs.
Al-Ain book, where Al-Khalil gathered Arabic language,
represented a noticeably primary source for Sibawaih to

exemplify morphological structures. He also benefitted

< Aaos Arliad Alovs ‘6& 3l 1,53 >
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from Al-Khalil's linguistic materials and his morphological
analyses of examples.This is why most of the morphological
examples given by both of them seem identical regarding
the structures of nounsand verbs. Sibawaih also transcribed
morphological texts in letter and spirit from Al-Ain book in
addition to other examples taken from other Arab sources.
All these efforts show the scholarly mentality of Sibawaih
and his comprehensive knowledge of Arabic.

Key words: morphological examples - balancing - Kitab

Al-Ain - Al-Khalil - Al-Kitab - Sibawayh.
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