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Abstract
E-learning today has been a key factor in various aspects of life and teaching is one among
them; especially teaching language. E-learning has redefined some strategies and concepts of
teaching that have enabled the teaching community to perform better. It is a powerful educational
and motivational tool that is being used in the EFL classroom (Duffy, 2007:173).
The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of E-learning on the achievement of Iraqi
EFL learners and to determine role of this type of learning in the academic achievement of the
participants. The sample to which the test has been administered consists of 30 students of fourth
academic year (2017 — 2018) of Department of English at College of Education for Human

Sciences, University of Babylon .A questionnaire for students have been constructed to be the main
instrument used. The result shows that it is clear that usinge-learning forlearning English can be

ahelpfultool for developing learners
skills.However,itsusagecanbeusefulforlearnerswhodonothaveenoughtimetostudylanguage coursesor
those who would like to expose themselves to the

Englishlanguagesurroundings.EnglishgrammarvideoshaveneverbeenwithineasyreachoflearnersofEng
lish as they are nowadays.
Key words: E —Learning, achievement, technology
1. Introduction

Infusing technologies in classroom learning have added to stimulus and enhanced learner's
interaction within the classroom. E-learning has a vast presence in almost every field. Language
teaching is one such field where technology has taken over and improved the ways of
learning.Teachers today use different techniques like movie-clippings, advertisements,
commentaries, dramatics and more. Not only it makes the session much more interesting than the
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old book style teaching but also keeps the learner attentive during the class. E-learning has also
changed the perspective of distance learning.

E-learning is used for varying purposes, to exposure the authentic English as well as to
promote a learning style that is more autonomous learning; to provide an opportunity for freedom of
expression; to serve as a vehicle for collaboration; to inspire and motivate students; to make
learning fun; to set an appropriate mood or tone; to decrease anxiety and tension on scary topics;
and to create memorable visual images. It makes a particularly. While Prensky (2001:13) names
today’s students as digital natives, Tapscott (1998:87) calls them net generation that is because they
are born in a different world which is full of digital technology and this technology is an important
part of their lives. Prensky (2001:15) states that the new generation is exposed to a huge amount of
information since early childhood and therefore they think and process information much faster and
are used to multi-tasking.

Theproblemisembodiedinthehighrateoffailureinthefinalexaminationin"grammar". Theuseofthet
argetlanguageinexplainingtherulesofgrammarmayleadtoa
discrepancybetweenthelevelsofachievementrealizedbythelearnersofEnglishatthesamestage.

Thus, itishopedthatthisstudymayfillpartofthegapinEnglishteaching.Becauseunderstandingtherulesofg
rammarisessentialforimprovinglearners'‘competenceinEnglish,theuseofthenativelanguagecan,insome
wayoranother,guaranteetheachievementofthatgoal. Todecreasestudents’mistakesinlearningEnglish,es
pecially  ingrammar,teachersmustbeableto  createafavourablecondition in  teaching
andlearningprocess inorderto
makethestudentscomprehendanduseEnglisheasily.Usingsuitablemethod,techniqueandmediawhichar
eappropriatetothemainsubject,learningcanincreasethestudents’interestandmotivationinstudyingEngli
sh,sothestudentsfeelinterestedandpayattentiontothatsubject.

AsusedE- Learning techniques
tolearnEnglishisstillafreshidea,howitcanbeusedinfacilitatinglanguagelearninginclasseffectivelyisstill
notclear.Mostliteratureontheeducationaluseofthese techniques
focusesonlyonitsimpactonmotivationandideasforusingthevideos(YuenFungYeeVian, 2015:5)

Additionally,theuseofthe above mentioned techniques in
theclassroom,particularlyGrammarclassroomshascontributedtoomuchgreaterflexibilityininstruction.

In this study, it is believed that the E-Learing is the ideal technique in teaching grammar to
EFL learners. The aim is to identifyandclassifyeffectivenessofusinge-learning grammar
lessononEFL Iragicollege students in Babylon .

Thefollowinghypothesiseshave been posited:

1. Iraqi EFL learners are expected to use e-learning technology in learning English.

2. lraqi EFL learners are expected to have positive attitudes towards E-Learning.
The steps adopted to fulfill the aims of the study are as follows:
1. Presenting a theoretical part about E-learning techniquesdepending on the different accessible
publications in the field.
2. Choosing a sample of Iragi EFL learners as subjects for the administrationquestionnaire.
3. Explicating the results of the data in order to reveal the effectivenessofusinge-learning
grammarlesson onEFLIraqgi collegestudents in Babylon.
This studyis limited to thestudentsfourth academic year (2017 — 2018) of Department of English at
College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Babylon .Thereason behind choosing the
fourth year students is that they have beentaught using several types of e-learning techniques and
they supposedly possess the ability to understand the subject of this study.
2. The concept of E- Learning
E-Learing can be defined as a learning system based on formalised teaching but with the help
of electronic resources. While teaching can be based in or out of the classrooms, the use of
computers and the Internet forms the major component of E-learning. E-learning can also be termed
as a network enabled transfer of skills and knowledge, and the delivery of education is made to a
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large number of recipients at the same or different times. Earlier, it was not accepted
wholeheartedly as it was assumed that this system lacked the human element required in learning.

However, with the rapid progress in technology and the advancement in learning systems, it is
now embraced by the masses. The introduction of computers was the basis of this revolution and
with the passage of time, as we get hooked to smartphones, tablets, etc, these devices now have an
importance place in the classrooms for learning. Books are gradually getting replaced by electronic
educational materials like optical discs or pen drives. Knowledge can also be shared via the
Internet, which is accessible 24/7, anywhere, anytime.

The early studies on attitudes to computer technology generally revealed that existing culture,
interaction with the tutors and dialogue were the predictors of success in distance learning.
Moreover, these researchessuggested that there was no significant difference in achievement levels
between distant and traditional learners.

Thomas (1987:15) emphasizes the importance of the cultural/social norms of a country to the
acceptance of technology. Thomas states, ‘“How acceptable a new technology will be in a society
depends on how well the proposed innovation fits the existing culture’’. A user may resist a
technological innovation because it may not fit within their micro- or macro-cultures. Thomas
names his hypothesis as the cultural suitability factor. As Stone (1990:22) argues in his assessment
of interactivity in distance learning, high quality learning can occur as long as students have
interaction with tutors.Johnstone (1991) stated that there was no significant difference in
achievement levels between distant and traditional learners, but there is considerable variance in
student attitudes and satisfaction levels (cited in Threlkeld&Brzoska, 1994: 49).

A diverse range of technological tools that can be used by capable teachers to enhance
learning and teaching situations. These tools make learning more interesting, interactive,
meaningful and stimulating for the students. These tools are powerful as they are capable of
bringing a change and reform traditional forms of learning.Internet, YouTube, Skype, Twitter,
Smart-boards, Blogs and Podcasting are some of the successful tools that have changed the way
language is taught.

2.1 The Purpose ofUsing E-Learning
Learningisusedforvaryingpurposes,toexposuretheauthenticEnglishaswellastopromotealearning
stylethatismoreautonomouslearning;toprovideanopportunityforfreedomofexpression;toserveasavehic
lefor collaboration;toinspire
andmotivatestudents;tomakelearningfun;tosetanappropriatemoodortone;todecreaseanxietyandtensio
nonscarytopics;andtocreatememorablevisualimages. ltmakesaparticularly
powerfulcontributiontoboththecontentandtheprocessoflanguagelearning;especiallycontributetointeres
tandmotivation,senseofthecontextofthelanguage,andaspecificreferencepointorstimulus,andthemajorit
yofuploadedvideosare
usedtoprovidelinguisticandculturalcontentandinformationonandrelatedtothetargetlanguage.E-
Learning
isnowusedforclassroomlectures,institutionalpromos,bulletinsandnewsletters(Harmer,2001:282;).
3. Methodology

3.1 The Objectives
Inorderto  gain  informationaboutldentifyingandclassifyingeffectivenessofusingE-Learning

lessonbasedgrammaronEFL IragicollegestudentsinBabylon,aquestionnaire o f 20 items
hasbeenconstructeddrawingonthefollowingsources:Relatedliterature: Theyarebooks,journals, and
articlesrelated to the problem oftheresearch.

3.2 the Sample

Thesampleofthisstudyincludes(30)fourth -
yearcollegestudentsoftheEnglishlanguageinBabylon Governorate.Regarding the time allotted for
answering the items, it has been found that students need 30 minutes to respond to the
guestionnaire items.
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4 .Results, Conclusions, Recommendations
4.1 Results
This study aiming to understand the attitude of Iragi EFL learners towards technology and to
determine role of these factors in the academic achievement of the participants.
Table 1:TheMean Ranks of the questionnaire.
Strongly
Agree

Strongly
Disagree

Weighted | Weight

No. Items Average | Percent

Agree Disagree

| have a personal
compulter.

WatchingYouTubevi
deos help
metolearnEnglishgra
mmareasily.
UsinglInternet makes
3. the 22 4 2 2 1.4 79%
classroommoreinteres
Authentic
Englishwould be
4, beneficial to 13 15 1 1 1.6 83%
improveEnglishgram
marskill.
Internet is a
5. | usefulresource fororal 15 11 3 1 1.7 84%
andwrittenlearning
Social media
resources can
beusedin the
EFLclassroom.
YouTube should
befocused on
7. thesyllabusthat 12 14 1 3 1.8 86%
arepresented in
theclassroom .

UsinglInternet
8. motivates me to 18 9 1 2 2.1 90%
studyEnglish.

Ithink watching
9 YouTube videos is 9 13 9 6 21 90%
auseful
activityforlanguage
Ithink usingSmart-
boardis agoodwayof
learning

Englishgrammar.

14 11 1 4 1.9 88%

19 9 1 1 1.4 79%

9 12 4 5 2.1 90%

10. 14 9 2 5 1.9 88%

Online classes
11. facilitate 12 10 1 7 2.1 90%
learningEnglish.
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12.

Iwould have likedthe
lessons thatinclude
differentkinds of
activitiesafter
watchinggrammarless
ons inPC.

10

2.4

95%

13.

Grammar is
besttaughtthrough
usingPC.

19

1.5

81%

14.

Students
canimprovetheir
grammaticalaccuracyt
hroughfrequent
practiceofstructures
inYouTube.

11

14

1.9

88%

15.

Students
enjoyclasswhen
videos areshown .

19

1.4

79%

16.

Students would like
to seemorevideos in
class that is relevantto
theirgrammartopic.

11

2.2

91%

17.

Students
learngrammarmoresu
ccessfullyif it
ispresented
inYouTube .

19

1.7

84%

18.

Students would prefer
to watchvideos
oflanguagethat

contain grammar .

10

2.3

93%

19.

Students
arevisuallearners
.Theylove

tnlaarmvsiciiallvy

10

15

1.9

88%

20.

Students
rememberthingtheyse
emorethan theyread.

20

1.4

79%
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According to the results of the study, students would likethe lessons thatinclude
differentkinds of activitiesafter watchinggrammarlessons inPC (95%) andprefer to watchvideos
oflanguagethat contain grammar(93%). Most of the participants (90%o) agree on using social media
resourcesand the Internetmotivatesstudying English in the EFLclassrooms.The same rate was for
watching YouTube videos asuseful activityforlanguage learnersespecially to facilitate learning
grammar.According to the data collected, many participant (88%) have personal computers.

On the other hand, very fewparticipants (23%)state that they take advantage of form
pages.They think that Onlineclasses do not facilitate learningEnglish.

Thefirsthypothesiswhichindicatesthat“Iraqi EFL learners are expected to use e-learning
technology in learning English. is verified.

According to the results of the study, most of the participants agree on using personal
computers, particularly they watch YouTube videos in their learning English. Students would prefer
to watchvideos oflanguagethat contain grammar.These findings indicate that Iraqgi EFL learners
have a positive attitude towards E-learning and they are at the stage to make a decision to adopt or
reject the technology. It has been shown that thesecond hypothesis is validated. The learners
perceived ease of use and usefulness were the significant factors influencing the attitude of students
using E-learning. They show more favorable attitudes toward computer use.

4.2  Conclusion

On the basis of the procedures followed by this study and in compliance with theresults and
findings arrived at, the following conclusions can be introduced:it is clear that usinge-learning
forlearningEnglishcanbeahelpfultoolfordevelopinglearners™ skills.

However,itsusagecanbeusefulforlearnerswhodonothaveenoughtimetostudylanguage coursesor
those who would liketoexpose themselves to the
Englishlanguagesurroundings.EnglishgrammarvideoshaveneverbeenwithineasyreachoflearnersofEng
lish as theyarenowadays.
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