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Abstract:

Innovation means products with better quality and better services, which together
mean a better way of life.

The purpose of this research is to explain why The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries although it is rich countries with high per capita income, but it is still suffering

in the field of innovation.
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The aim of this paper is to explain the reality of innovation and entrepreneurship in
(GCC) Countries and to identify the main obstacles and challenges facing these
countries.

The research used qualitative approach to reach the results, the main findings of the
research that there are numerous obstacles facing GCC countries like low proportion
allocated to spend on research and development as a percentage of GDP, the very low
of high technology exports as a percentage of manufactured exports, the low Share of
workforce employed in knowledge intensive activities.

These confirm that the GCC' governmental interest on the importance of economic
diversification in order to achieve a sustainable economic growth, as a suitable base for
the development of innovation and entrepreneurship in these countries.

Keywords: Innovation — entrepreneurship— GCC countries — obstacles
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Source: Johnson Cornell University, INSEAD and WIPO, The Global Innovation Index 2016,
Geneva, 2016.
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Source: World Economic Forum, The Human Capital Report 2016, Geneva, P. 4-5.
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Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators, available on website:

http://wdi.worldbank.org/table/5.13
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