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The role and effectiveness of the United Nations
Security Council in light of the competition of

international powers: an analytical study
Abstract

As the United Nations approaches its 70th anniversary, the world is
going through the most severe accumulation of serious
international security failures in recent memory, challenging the
UN Security Council’s ability to address them effectively. Over the
past four years, crises in Libya, Syria and Ukraine have precipitated
a worrisome erosion of great power relations that has complicated
Security Council decision making on a number of trouble spots. Its
inability to devise consensus responses to the escalating civil war in
Syria has been particularly troubling, resulting in the regional spill
over into Iraq and the emergence of Islamic State as a new threat to
peace in the region and beyond. Meanwhile, the UN’s often under
equipped blue helmets have struggled to carry out ambitious
mandates while facing severe challenges in the Central African
Republic, Mali, South Sudan and elsewhere, only thinly papered
over by the international responses to date.

Keywords:Security, Council, Powers, Permanent 5, Challenges.

YV



Al g 9l (LD 5 B Buadll asld gt e¥ 1 e DdsiLlg 50 g | pglat| dlopa

L el 5
1. Sebastian von Einsiedel et al, “Major Recent Trends in Violent Conflict”,
UNU Center for Policy Research, Occasional Paper, December 2014. p.22.

2. Robert Kagan, “Superpowers Don’t get to Retire”, New Republic, 26 May
2014. P.15-23.

3. See the concluding chapter in David M. Malone, The International Struggle
over Iraq: Decision-Making in the UN Security Council, 1980-2005
(Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2006). P.44.

4. David Malone, “Conclusions”, in David Malone (ed), The UN Security
Council: From the Cold War to the 21st Century (Boulder; Lynne Rienner
Publishers). p.p.7-11.

p oty SLaBYI LIS ¢ Bl Slul ity & el S g0 ¢ Bl (oY1 = o] ¢ ARU e O
CFR=FY o 0 1880 3 Al ¢ Al

6. United Nations Department of Political Affairs, “Highlights of Security
Council Practice 2014,” Security Council Affairs Division, January 2015, P.42.
7. David Malone, op.cit. p.45.

8. Ibid. p.46.

9. Security Council Report, “Non-Consensus Decision-Making in the Security
Council: An Abridged History”, SCR Report, (New York, January 2014). P.29.
10. Ibid. p.30

CNRAY (e (S By o) dtd) At aladl Y1 ade ¢ gt i Ses LYY

. YY e
12. Bruce Jones, Still ours to lead: America, Rising Powers, and the Tension
between Rivalry and Restraint (Washington, DC: Brookings Press, 2014).
p.p22-25.
SV CVAAT (O ¢l Ol e Bl e Y1 Blegd Jyls A Y
14. Together with the United States and Australia, which voted against the
resolution, the abstainers, four of them from the E10, denied the resolution’s
supporters the nine positive votes they would have needed, even to trigger a
veto by the USA. See UN Document SC/11722 of 30 December 2014. P.7.
15. Christian Wenaweser, “Working Methods: The Ugly Duckling of Security
Council Reform,” in: von Einsiedel, Malone, Stagno Ugarte (eds), The Security
Council in the 21st Century (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2015). P.54.
CYY e 484 8l i LS gl O3l gy o ol ul el ) AR
17. Thomas Weiss, “Humanitarian Action and Intervention”, in: von Einsiedel,
Malone, Stagno Ugarte (eds), The Security Council in the 21st Century
(Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2015). p.p13-16.
18. Ibid. p.17.
19. Bruce Jones, “The Security Council and the changing distribution of
power”, in: von Einsiedel, Malone, Stagno Ugarte (eds), The Security Council
in the 21st Century. 2014. P.54.
20. UN High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, A More Secure
World (New York: United Nations, 2004); Human Security Report Project,
Human Security Report 2013: The Decline in Global Violence: Evidence,
Explanation, and Contestation (Vancouver: Human Security Press, 2013).
p.p11-21.

Yvy



Al g 9l (LD 5 B Buadll asld gt e¥ 1 e DdsiLlg 50 g | pglat| dlopa

.V\‘_’Pgé;.}&.ﬂ)wg e\j}ﬁim&\ﬂ\.T\

22. Bruce Jones, op. cit. p.55.

23. James Fearon, “Why Do Some Civil Wars Last So Much Longer than

Others?” Journal of Peace Research May 2004 vol. 41 no. 3 275-301. See also

Karen Ballentine and Heiko Nitzschke (eds), Profiting from Peace: Managing

the Resource Dimensions of Civil War (Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers,

2005). P.22.

24. Bruce Jones. Op.cit. p.55.

25. Ibid. p.56.

26. Human Security Report 2013, Human Fraser University, p.90; Also

Cunningham D., “Blocking resolution: How externalstates can prolong civil
wars”, Journal of Peace Research 47(2). 2010. p.p115-127.

27. Ibid. p.128.

28. Sebastian von Einsiedel et al “Major Recent Trends in Violent Conflict,”

UN University Occasional Paper, December 2014. P.22.

29. LottaThemner and Peter Wallensteen, “Armed Conflicts, 1946-2013”, in

Journal of Peace Research, vol. 51 (4) (July 2014), p.p. 541-554.

30. Adam Roberts, “The Use of Force: A System of Selective Security” in: von

Einsiedel, Malone, Stagno Ugarte (eds), The Security Council in the 21st

Century. 2015. P22.

31. Peter Wallensteen and Patrik Johansson, “The UN Security Council:

Decisions and Actions,” in: von Einsiedel, Malone, Stagno Ugarte (eds), The

Security Council in the 21st Century. 2016. p.p8-14.

32. LottaThemner and Peter Wallensteen, op.cit. p.555.

33. International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, The

Responsibility to Protect (Ottawa: International Development Research

Centre, 2001). P.22.

34. Ibid. p.23.

35. “Report of the Secretary General’s Internal Review Panel on United

Nations Action in Sri Lanka,” November 2012. See also Security Council

Report, “Update Report No. 5: Sri Lanka”, 21 April 2009. P.76.

36. Alex J. Bellamy and Paul D. Williams, “Libya,” in: von Einsiedel, Malone,

Stagno Ugarte (eds), The Security Council in the 21st Century. In its history,

the Council has authorized offensive military action against the consent of

seven sitting governments, but never before for the protection of civilians):

Korea (1950); Iraq (1990); Somalia (1992); Haiti (1993); Bosnia (1995);

Eastern Slavonia (1997); and Cote d’Ivoire (2011).

37. Edward Luck, UN Security Council: Practice and Promise, 2014. p.p. 21 —

23.

gl Al (Vaus ¢ gl A ¢ el Gl ) aSldly © 1 s ¢ gl g A
AR AARE L) L,?:ﬁ\g,,.:l..a.u

39. Elizabeth Cousens, “Conflict Prevention”, in David Malone (ed.), The UN
Security Council: From the Cold War to the 21st Century (Boulder: Lynne
Rienner Publisher, 2004), p. 105.

40. Alex J. Bellamy and Paul D. Williams, op.cit. p22.

41. Ibid. p.23.

42. UN Secretary-General, “Statement on appointment of High-Level
Independent Panel on Peace Operations,” New York, 31 October 2014,
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8151.

Yvy



Al g 9l (LD 5 B Buadll asld gt e¥ 1 e DdsiLlg 50 g | pglat| dlopa

43. Ibid

44. The UK, for instance, counts seven distinct models, but others have their
own count. See Security Council, “Records of 7196th meeting”, S/PV.719 6,
Wednesday, 11 June 2014, p. 12.

45. Ibid. p.13

46. United States Institute for Peace Press, 1995) p.22; Mark Bowden, Black
Hawk Down: A Story of Modern War (New York: Atlantic Monthly Press,
1999). p.p21-34; Simon Chesterman, “Blue Helmet Blues,” Security Dialogue,
vol. 34 no. 3 (September 2003), pp. 373-374.

47. Office of Internal Oversight Services, “Evaluation of the Implementation
and Results of Protection of Civilians Mandates in United Nations Peace-
keeping Operations,” A/68/787 (New York, 7 March 2014). P.82.

48. Ibid. p.83

49. Ian Johnstone, “Managing Consent in Contemporary Peacekeeping
Operations”, in: International Peacekeeping 18, No. 2 (April 2011), p.p 168-
182.

50. Fabienne Hara, “Preventive Diplomacy in Africa: Adapting to New
Realities”, in International Peace Institute (ed), Preventive Diplomacy: Regions
in Focus, December 2011, pp. 4-14.

51. Ian Johnstone, op.cit. p.6.

52. Ibid. p.7.

53. Arthur Boutellis and Paul Williams, “Peace Operations, the African Union,
and the United Nations: Toward More Effective Partnerships” IPI Policy
Paper, April 2013. p.p7-16.

54. Ibid. p.11.

55. United Nations Department of Political Affairs, “Highlights of Security
Council Practice 2014,” Security Council Affairs Division, January 2015,
http://www.un.org/en/sc/inc/pages/pdf/highlights/2014.pdf.

56. International Peace Institute, “The Relationship between the ICC and the
Security Council: Challenges and Opportunities,” Report of Roundtable
Discussion hosted by the International Peace Institute (IPI) and the Permanent
Mission of Liechtenstein to the UN on 8 November 2012 (March 2013). p.p28-
67.

57. Alexandra dos Reis Stephanopoulos and George Lopez, “Getting Smarter
About Sanctions: Has Security Council Learning Occurred in Targeted
Sanctions, 1993 — 2013”? Paper presented at the 2012 Annual Convention of
the International Studies Association, April 2012. p.p33-37.

58. Ibid. p.35.

59. Ibid. p.36.

60. Colum Lynch, “China’s arms exports flooding sub-Saharan Africa,”
Washington Post, 25 August 2012.

61. David Cortright and George A. Lopez, “Reforming Sanctions”, in: The UN
Security Council: From the Cold War to the 21st Century. David M. Malone,
ed. Boulder, Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004. P.44.

62. Colum Lynch. Op.cit.

63. Edward C. Luck, “Tackling Terrorism,” in Malone (ed.) 2004, p.85.

64. Ibid. p.86.

65. Eric Rosand and Sebastian Einsiedel, “9/11, the War on Terror, and the
Evolution of Multilateral Institutions” in Jones, Forman, Gowan (eds),
Cooperation for Peace and Security (Cambridge: CUP, 2010), p. 145.

Yvy



gl Ggdt D b (B Sl et gL (e¥ | pudena ddalg 59

66. JulianeKokott and Christoph Sobotta, “The Kadi Case: Constitutional
Core Values and International Law — Finding the Balance?”, The European
Journal of International Law, Vol. 23, No. 4. 2014. P.22.

67. Ibid. p.23.

68. Colum Lynch, op. cit. P.45.

69. Ibid. p.46.

70. For greater depth and detail see David M. Malone, The International
Struggle over Iraq: Politics in the UN Security Council, 1980-2005, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2006. P.34.

71. Ibid. p.35.

YV¢



