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Abstract

Debate arose over the status of slavery in territories acquired during the
American-Mexican War, due to the efforts of many Southerners to introduce slavery
into the territories. Northerners objected to such, and these issues hindered the passage
of substantive laws to establish organized territorial governments for the territories
acquired in the American-Mexican War. Henry Clay proposed a package consisting of
a number of measures in the early 1850s, and these measures would settle most of the
issues outstanding before Congress, and these discussions about the draft law were
among the most famous in the history of the American Congress.
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