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The Phenomenon of Fratricide Between Religious
Justification and the Political Structure of the Ottoman State

Researcher: Asaad Ali Suleiman

Anbar University

Abstract:

The history of the Ottoman Empire has attracted significant
attention from historians and researchers, who have explored various
aspects of its development. The Ottomans succeeded in establishing a
vast and powerful state not solely through military strength but through a
combination of factors that contributed to its robust structure. However,
internal weaknesses emerged over time, particularly in the form of
sedition and rivalry among the sons and brothers of the sultans, driven by
their ambition for the throne of the sultanate.

This internal competition weakened the authority of the sultans,
diverting them from their primary goals of expansion and annexation
beyond the sultanate's borders. The fratricidal practices, including the
killing or banishment of brothers and sons to concubine palaces, allowed
new sultans to rule without internal challenges. The situation became
increasingly perilous as conflicts intensified, with some contenders
seeking alliances with neighboring emirates or foreign powers to gain
support in overthrowing rivals.

This study examines the extent to which these internal conflicts impacted
the political structure of the Ottoman state, transforming its rulers into
competitors for power and undermining the cohesion of the ruling
system.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Osman son of Ertugrul, Law Name,
Manuel I, Khorram Ay.
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