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Abstract
Water is one of the most important natural resources in countries with desert and semi-desert climates
such as Iraq, and its scarcity is the main obstacle to sustainable development because it controls the
distribution of the population and its economic activities, especially agriculture, therefore, water is
the source of life to provide food and achieve food security, but water resources suffer from several
problems. Including climate variability resulting from changes in precipitation and snow, as this
phenomenon has a direct impact on the life of society.
Besides, the water resources in many countries are international resources (the participation of many
countries in one river), and Iraq is considered among those countries affected by these problems, as
the Iraqi climate is characterized by dry and semi-arid.
In addition, another problem facing Iraq is the international pressure imposed by the country of the
source Turkey and the countries through which rivers pass before entering Iraq Syria and Iran.
These complex and interrelated problems require exceptional efforts to solve them and reduce their
dangerous effects, therefore, we emphasize the elements of the national strategy for the sustainability
of water resources based on international experiences, and then adopt these elements to solve the

problems of water resources and their sustainability in Irag.
Key words:Water Policies, The Euphrates, Tigris,Water security,Internal and external challenges.
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