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Professions in the Nabatean Kingdom
From the first century BC to the second century AD
“Al-Hajara model"
Dr. salma Mohmmed B.Hasawi
King Saud University\ College of Arts\ Saudi Arabia
m.o.selim@hotmail.com
Abstract
Professions and crafts during the 1st century B.C “Al-Hajar as model” This research presents
analytical critic study of 263 inscriptions in Al-Hajar area. The research deals with 109 inscriptions
which refer to professions and crafts during the 1st century B.C until the beginning of the 2nd
century. The oldest inscription in this area is back to the 1st century B.C. The newest one is related
to 75 AD. This period was a prosperous era witnessed by the Napataean Kingdom, under the reign
of Al-Hareth 87-62 BC especially in the urban and economic areas. Professions were of a great
importance in the Napataean Kingdom. They were associated with social and economic life.
Studying the professions reveals the technical experience and the development of industries and the
position of professions in the Napataean society in addition to highlighting the role of the externa
effects on developing these professions. The area witnessed stability since the area witnessed
Dadan's rule stability in the sixth century BC followed by the control of the Lihyan in the 2nd
century and then the Napataean took control in the 1st century BC until 106 AD when the
Romanian seized the Napataean Kingdom. The research included names and surnames of people
who belonged to certain professions like builders and sculptures. Their Arabic names prove they
belonged to the Napataean area. Internal and external cultural interaction occurred in this area
because of being located on a trading road which in turn formed the characters of the Napataeans
reflecting on professions and crafts.
Keywords: Professions, Crafts, Al-Hajar, Inscription, Arabia, Napataeans, industries.
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