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Political ethics according to Machiavelli...a critical vision
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Abstract

This research deals with Machiavelli’s political philosophy, and
defends him from the accusations that portray him as a promoter of
evil in politics. The research presents Machiavelli as a realistic
philosopher, who believes that politics has its own morality, and that
the highest goal of politics is to preserve the power and the state.
The research explains how Machiavelli uses the process of political
representation, to make the state appear principled, but act according
to the interest. The research highlights that Machiavelli considers
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that the strength of the state stems from the strength of its laws, and
that the pragmatism that he calls for is a means to achieve the
strength and unity of the state. The research concludes by
emphasizing the impact of Machiavelli’s ideas on modern political
thought, and on the spirit of political realism that surpassed the other
political theories

Keyword: Political ethics, Mikia Fili, Critical view, Common good,
Justice, Freedom, popular sovereignty, Political power, Civil
society.
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