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Abstract
The problem of food deficit and then the lack of self-sufficiency in the production and
manufacture of various foodstuffs, including vegetable oils, is one of the main problems in
Irag, as agriculture in lraq is still growing at rates that are not sufficient to secure the
population’s need for food, and this sector is still suffering from many problems due to the
circumstances that have passed the country, in turn, negatively affected the production and
manufacturing reality of various foodstuffs, such as the manufacture of vegetable oils. The
research aims to measure food gap rates and estimate self-sufficiency ratios of food
vegetable oils in Iraq by adopting time series data for the period (1990-2020). The results

showed that the annual growth rates of the economic indicators (area and production) of
the basic raw material for the manufacture of vegetable oils, represented by essential oil
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field crops, took a decreasing path during the study period (1990-2020), which resulted in a
failure to meet the individual demand and the local industry of vegetable oils. The results
of the study also showed that there is a large negative food gap between the production of
vegetable oils and the consumption need for them, which recorded an annual average of
225 thousand tons during the study period. The results also indicated that Iraq could not
achieve self-sufficiency in vegetable oils, as self-sufficiency ratios during the study period
recorded an average annual value of 40%, which is less than half of the total self-
sufficiency ratio.
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