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The position of the four colonels on World War Second until
1941 AD

Dr. Maher Ali Ghazal
Tikrit University - College of Arts

Abstract:

The Four Colonels or the Golden Square, heroes of the May
Revolution in 1941 and leaders of the Iraqi-British war who fought an
unequal battle in which they challenged Great Britain at the height of its
power and sacrificed their lives for the sake of liberation and
independence. They were the head of freedom in the German/British arm,
forcing the regent of the Iraqi throne, Prince Abdul-Ilah, to flee to the
American embassy and Taha al-Hashemi to submit the resignation of his
government after they jointly declared a state of emergency in Iraq in an
attempt to rid it of the dominance of British officers and soldiers. The
colonels were executed by the regent Abdul-llah with the support of the
British forces that strove to eliminate the national movement and suppress
the army revolution, so the four colonels became companions in the path
and destiny, and their names were immortalized in the minds of every
Iragi. The four nationalist colonels, Salah al-Din al-Sabbagh, Fahmi
Saeed, Kamil Shabib, and Mahmoud Salman, were destined to play an
important role in the history of contemporary Irag when they sparked the
revolution of May 2, 1941, against the British occupation and the ruling
power. It was never logical for the army to remain far from what was
happening in their country, due to the deteriorating conditions and
corruption that had befallen Iraq since the death of King Faisal | in 1933.
The roots of this go back to 1929, when it began with a series of secret
meetings between the four officers and the nationalist youth, to agree on
the national message of Iraq to liberate it from foreign influence.

They said: “Death does not frighten us because we have accepted
it. If we do not die in the gallows of traitors, we will die in the field of
jihad. I do not believe in German democracy or Russian Bolshevism. | am
an Arab Muslim and | will not accept any alternative to efforts and
philosophies.” With these words, we can understand the principles that
the four colonels believed in, who tried to benefit from the Iragi and
international situation at that time. On April 4, 1939, King Ghazi died in a
mysterious accident, and his son, Faisal Il, became the king of Iraq for
four years under the guardianship of Prince Abdul-Ilah bin Ali and Prime
Minister Nur al-Said. In the same year, World War Il broke out, and the
British government demanded that Irag sever diplomatic relations with
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Germany and provide it with the necessary assistance, which prompted
Nuri al-Said to exploit the situation, where he imposed a state of
emergency, declared martial law, and strengthened his authority without
any justification, and even went further than that.

In a situation where Irag was put in a state of war, and he
confiscated the properties of the Axis powers and imposed a system of
censorship on newspapers, parties and associations in an attempt to
exploit the war and arrange his political situation against his opponents,
which increased resentment against him and the country entered a state of
political chaos because of him, which angered the four colonels who saw
that they must adhere to a policy of neutrality to preserve Irag and not
drag them into a war that they had no interest in, so their eyes turned to
Rashid al-Kilani, in whom they found the best savior for the country in
those circumstances, so they supported him to form a neutral government.
Relations between Iraq and Britain deteriorated due to differences in
points of view, and under pressure from the British ambassador, al-Kilani
was forced to resign from the presidency of the government, so Taha al-
Hashimi was appointed as his replacement, which angered the colonels
and exposed him to their feeling that this was a prelude to dispersing them
and eliminating their influence and then liquidating them, so they decided
after that to seize power and issue a statement about a military man who
forced al-Hashimi to resign, so al-Kilani would replace him and form a
government of national defense, the basis of whose program was not to
involve Iraq in the war, while Prince Abdul Illah fled to the American
embassy, and in light of these events, Britain sent a large force to Basra,
and the clash between the Iragi and British forces began for a whole
month. Due to the lack of parity between the two armies, the British force
entered Baghdad, and the four colonels were forced to flee to Iran. When
the regent Abdul Illah returned to power, he issued a death sentence
against them, considering what they had done a coup.

They were later arrested by the British and transferred to
Baghdad with their hands and feet tied, and the death sentence was carried
out on them, so the four colonels sacrificed their lives for the freedom and
independence of Irag and to preserve its pride and dignity.
Keywords: The Four Colonels, World War Il, Britain, Rashid al-Kilani,
Nour al-Saeed.
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